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SIR, 


WE are ſenſible that, by prefixing your 
name to a work of this nature, we can add 
nothing to your reputation. It already ſtands 
upon a wore firm, and more honourable baſis 
than the panegyric of Dedication. The fame 
which you have juſtly acquired by your own 
writings is ſuperior to that which can ariſe from 
patronizing thoſe of others. But, although, in 
this point of view, our addreſs be unneceſſary, 
we hope it will not be unacceptable. 


Placed at the head of a celebrated School 
of Medicine; attentive to every circumſtance 
which can promote its intereſt ; and anxious to 

Az embrace 


* 


embrace even the ſlighteſt opportunity of for- 
warding every ſcheme which has a tendency 
to improve any branch of ſcience ; without ſoli- 
citation on our part, you have honoured us with 
your opinion, upon many particulars, reſpect- 
ing the conduct of this undertaking. In ſome 
things we have already followed your advice 
with ſucceſs; and we truſt that a ſtrict obſerv- 
ance of it in others, will hereafter be attended 
with the ſame effe&t. Permit us then to em- 
brace this opportunity of publicly acknowledg: 


ing theſe obligations, and of returning you our 
fincere nn 


We are, with due reſpect, 
And high eſteem, 
Your obedient ſervants, 


Evin. Jan. 12, 


1773» The AUTHORS. 


9 
. I 


TNTRODUCTION; 


Epieixz has long been cultivated with 
aſſiduity and attention, but is ſtill ca- 
pable of farther i improvement. Attentive ob- 
ſervation, and the collection of uſeful facts, arc 
the means by which this end may be moſt 
rcadily obtained. In no age, fince the revival © 
of learning, does greater regard ſeem to have 
been paid to theſe particulars than in the pre- 
ſent. From the liberal ſpirit of enquiry which 
univerſally prevails, it is not ſurpriſing that 
ſcarce a day ſhould paſs without ſomething be- 
ing communicated to the public as a diſcovery 
or an improvement in medicine, It is, how- 
ever, to be regreted, that the information which 
can by this means be acquired, is ſcattered 
through a great number of volumes, many of 
which are ſo expenſive, that they can only be 
purchaſed for the libraries of public ſocieties, 
or of very wealthy individuals. Heace, a com- 
plete view of all the i improvements which are 
daily made or propoſed in medicine, cannot 
be obtained without much N and great 
labour. 


My "No 
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No one, who wiſhes to practiſe medicige, 
either with ſafety to others, or credit to him- 
ſelf, will incline to remain ignorant of any diſ- 
covery which time or attention has brought to 
light, But it is well known that the greateſt 
part of thoſe who are engaged in the actual 
proſecution of this art, have neither leiſure nor 
opportunity for very extenfive reading. Any 
expedient, therefore, which would ferve to 
communicate new diſcoveries, without the ne- 
ceſſity of examining a great variety of books, 
muſt have ſome influence in forwarding the im- 
provement of the medical art. 

Different periodical publications, intended as 
the annals of literature in general, are regularly 


publiſhed in this iſland, Theſe literary journals 
contain an account of new books in medicine, 


as well as of thoſe in other arts and ſciences. 
They will, therefore, in ſome degree, anſwer 
the end here propoſed. But they conſiſt prin- 
cipally of characters of books ; to prove the 
juſtice of which, excerpts from the books them- 
ſelves art ſometimes introduced. It is therefore 
evident that they can ſerve only to enable thoſe 


who have leiſure for reading to ſelect the moſt 


uſeful publications. 
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A ſcheme; better calculated for ſaving time 
in reading, and expence in purchaſing books, 
is a conciſe view of the books themſelves. 
It cannot indeed be alledged, that, from this 
or any other plan, the ſame advantages will 
be obtained as from a careful peruſal of ori- 
ginal works, But, by this means, thoſe who 
have not leiſure for extenſive reading, may 
eaſily become acquainted with any thing pro- 
poſed as a diſcovery in medicine, and with the 
principal arguments by which it is ſupported ; 
while thoſe who have, will thus be enabled to 


ſelect ſuch authors as they themſelves imagine 
beſt deſerve attention. 


About twenty years ago, an undertaking 
of this kind was begun at Leipſic. This 
well known and valuable publication, which 
is intitled, Commentarii de Rebus in Scientia 
Naturali et Medicina geſtis, is ſtill regularly 
continued, and may be ſuppoſed to ſuperſede 
any fimilar attempt with regard to medical 
publications. But, the diſtance of the authors 
of that work from this iſland, and the number 
of publications on the Continent of Europe, 
are probably the reaſons why they take notice 
of few Britiſh books, and of theſe even not 


till many Years after they have been pub- 


YE - 
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liſhed, Beſides this, from their extenſide plan, 


they can take in but few books at a time; 
thus their account even of German books is 
in general very late. It may further be added, 
that theſe Commentaries are ſeldom to be met 
with in this country, till a conſiderable time 
after they have been publiſhed. It is evident, 
therefore, that they do not anſwer all the pur- 
poſes which might be expected from ſuch a 
ſcheme; and that they are of leſs ſervice to 
medical people in the Britiſh dominions han! in 
other countries. | 


From theſe eopbdarntions we have been in- 
duced to undertake a fimilar publication in this 
country, which we propoſe to execute on the 
following plan. It will form annually one 
volume in octavo, conſiſting of four parts, 
one of which will be publiſhed quarterly. 
Every part will comprehend four ſections, 
treating of the following ſubjects : An account 
of the beſt new books 1 in medicine, and thoſe 


branches of philoſophy, moſt intimately con- 


nected with it; medical caſes and obſervations; 
medical news; and a: liſt of new. ene pub - 


lications. | 
'The account 1 1 new W which is 1 
as the HOY of the firſt ſection, will be the 


| Principal 


prin part of this work. In this ſection, we 
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LAY 


propgſe to give a ſummary view of all the beſt 
medical books, and of all the remarkable me- 
dical papers contained in the tranſactions of 
public ſocieties, as ſoon after theſe publications 
mall appear, as the nature of the work here pro- 
poſed wilballow. We will particularly endea- 
vour to lay before our readers every thing which 
is propoſed as a diſcovery or an improvement in 
any branch of medicine, but eſpecially in prac- 
tice. As it is not our intention to offer any 
opinion with regard to the general characters of 
books, we ſhall, on every occaſion avoid, as 
much as poſſible, either applauding or con- 


demning any author. | Our chief aim will be, 
to give ſuch a view of books as may enable 


every reader to judge for himſelf, 


The ſecond ſection is intended for medical 
obſervations. Although ſeveral colleCtions of 
medical eſſays are at times publiſhed by reſpect- 
able ſocieties in Britain, yet it may with confi- 
dence be athrmed, that many practical remarks, 
which would tend much to the improvement of 
medicine, are loſt, from the want of a proper 


channel by which they can be ſpeedily commu. 


nicated to the public. To remedy this incon- 
yenience, we propoſe to admit into this publi- 
cation, 


98 


. 
3. Sw 1 8 


@ TY th 
22 


S 


: 
I 
Y 4. 
1 
1 


— 
— 


— 


> — 
CO ns te HOES CI 
2 — — : 


mm 


i 10 INTRODUCTION. 


I cation, ſuch medical or philoſophical obſerva- 
j: tions as can be contained in a ſmall compaſs. 
| With this view, we invite all attentive and can- 
N did practitioners to communicate to us any 
| 5 particulars, which, although, from their bre- 

| vity, they may ſcarce ſeem to claim a place 
in larger collections, would tend to the im- 
provement of medicine. We would not be un- 
derſtood to promiſe that every thing tranſmitted 
to us ſhall be publiſhed. But, it is by no means 
our intention to reject obſervations, merely 
becauſe they may differ from our own opinions. 
We are not ignorant that candour and liberality 
of ſentiment are the only means by which we 
can ſecure an extenſive or uſeful correſpon- 
dence. 


The ſubje& we propoſe for the third ſection 
is medical news. Under this article we mean 
to give a ſhort account of intended publica- 

"tions, and of any improvement made, or pro- 
poſed in medicine, which, although not 
publiſhed, may have been the ſubject of con- 
verſation. To this we ſhall ſubjoin accounts 
of learned men and ſocieties, and any other 

articles of medical intelligence which we ima- 
gine will be acceptable to our readers. 


The 
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The laſt ſection will conſiſt of a liſt of new 
medical books. As the fitſt ſection is meant to 
be confined entirely to thoſe books which have 
either utility or novelty to recommend them, it 
may be concluded that no notice will there be 
taken of many new publications. But, for the 
ſatisfaction of thoſe who may be deprived of 
other methods of information, at the end of 
each part will be given a liſt of the medical 


books publiſhed, both in this and other coun- | 


tries, during the three preceding months. We 
cannot, indeed, pretend that this liſt will in 
any caſe be a complete one ; but it will be 
our endeayour to render it as much ſo as our 
ſituation will allow; and we are hopeful we 
ſhall be able to obtain intelligence of all the 
moſt material books. 


Having pointed out the intention and plan of 
this periodical work, we imagine it unneceſſary 
to adduce any farther reaſons for its appear- 
ance. If it cannot apologiſe for itſelf, all that 
we could ſay in its favour would be ineffectual. 

From the nature of the work we have under- 
taken, we can lay claim to no great merit; and 
we are hopeful, we ſhall afford no foundation 
for very ſevere cenſure. We eſteem it, there- 
fore, leſs neceſſary to ſolicit the indulgence than 


the 
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the aſſiſtance of our readers. All medical pa- 
pers, whether we afterwards uſe them or not, 
will be thankfully received, and properly ac- 
knowledged. Thoſe who incline to favour us 
with any materials, may tranſmit them to the 
bookſellers for whom this work is publiſhed ; 
or to Dr Andrew Duncan, phyſician in Edin- 
burgh, who 1s ſecretary to our Society. 


MEDICAL 
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* An Account of Books. 
NEEREEEREERTEELERETEREEEEEEESKEESSE 


I. 


A Treatiſe on the Puerperal Fever, by Nathaniel 
Hulme, M. D. Phyſician in ordinary to the 
City of London Lying-in Hoſpital, and to the 
General Diſpenſary for Relief of the Poor, 8 vo. 
London. | 


1 puerperal fever is a diſeaſe very fatal 
1 to lying- in women. In the treatiſe now 
before us, Dr. Hulme undertakestorepreſentthe 
nature and cauſe of this diſeaſe in a new point 
of view; to illuſtrate his opinion by diſſections; 
and to point out a rational method of cure, 
which has already been confirmed by his own a 
experience, 


The | 1 
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The author ſets out with a deſcription of this 
diſeaſe. After giving a full detail of the ſymp- 
toms which attend it in its moſt fimple ſtate, he 
obſerves, that it may be complicated with any 
diſorder under which the patient might labour 
at the time of child-birth. But the diſeaſes 
with which it is moſt frequently complicated 
are, phthiſis pulmonalis, and peripneumony. 
It is likewiſe, on ſome occaſions, joined with 
the miliary fever ; but he affirms that theſe two 
diſeaſes are, in their nature, totally uncon- 
nected ; and that, when this combination does 
happen, it is to be aſcrihed to an over-heated 
room, warm regimen, or heating cordials. 
Upon the whole, from the hiſtory of the puer- 
peral fever, he concludes, that it is a diſeaſe of 
a nature peculiar to itſelf ; that it is for the moſt 
part as fimple and regular in its appearance as 
any diſorder incident to the human body ; and 
that it may in general be diſtinguiſhed by the 
following pathognomonic ſymptoms ; an acute 
pain and great ſoreneſs over the lower part of 
the abdomen, attended with a fever, and com- 
monly a pain in the fore-head happening ſoon _ 
after delivery. — 


The diſeaſes with which it has the greateſt 
chance of being confounded are, after-pains; 
the 


5 
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the milk-fever; the miliary fever; the iliac 
paſſion ; the flatulent cholic ; an inflammation 
of the uterus ; and the cholera morbus. But, 
from all theſe, our author thinks it may readily 
be diſtinguiſhed by the ſymptoms already men- 
tioned as characteriſing it, and by the diagnoſtic 
marks of theſe diſeaſes. 

After the hiſtory, our author next gives the 
prognoſtics in this diſeaſe. He obſerves, that 
nurſes, who are in a great meaſure ignorant of 
ſuch a diſeaſe as this being incident to lying-in 

women, ſhould be taught to dread the name of 
puerperal fever, as much as they would dread 
the name of peſtilence or plague. 


According to Dr Hulme, much is to be 
learned from the ſtate of the pulſe, particularly 
with reſpe& to number. If, from a hundred 
and twenty-eight or thirty, it become for 

ſome days gradually flower, it may be eſteemed 
one of the beſt ſigns ; but if it continue uni- 
formly- high, quicker, or even be found 
changeable, it threatens danger, and ſhould 
always create ſuſpicion. Nay, although the diſ- 
' eaſe ſhould ſeem in other reſpects to be gone, 
yet, if the pulſe continve quick, a relapſe is 
always to be feared. A diarrhcea, followed by 
a ſlower pulſe, prognoſticates ſafety ; but, 

if 
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if it have not this effect, it is to be reckoned a 
dangerous ſymptom. As ſymptoms portending 
danger, our author mentions, the diſeaſe coming 
on ſoon after delivery; pains affecting the 
breathing want of ſleep; the tongue becoming 
dry, rough, and changing its colour; a fixed 
livid hue on the cheeks; erude urine; green or 
black coloured vomitings; the pulſe ſo quick 
and ſmall as not to be numbered ; involuntary 
ſtools; and cold clammy ſweats on the extre- 
mities. The ſigns of recovery, on the other 
hand, are, the patient turning herſelf and lying 
2 

on her ſide; a moiſt, ſoft, and clear tongue; 
general ſweats, after which the pulſe becomes 
ſlower; a freſh flow of the lochia ; and turbid 
urine with a thick ſediment of a yellow colour, 
tinged with purple or red. 


Dr Hulme next preſents us with the diſſec- 
tions of ſix patients who died of this diſeaſe. 
He firſt gives us a particular hiſtory of each 
caſe, and then mentions the appearances after 
death. In general he found the omentum and 
_ inteſtines inflamed and mortified, and in the 
cavity of the abdomen, putrid ſanies, fœtid air, 
or pus. In all his diflections, the uterus was 


found contracted to its natural ſize, and per. 
; fectiy ſound. 
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In the fourth chapter, our author lays down 
the method of cure, which he divides into two 
kinds, the ſimple and the complex. 


In the ſimple cure, the firſt intention which 
he ſeems to have in view is, to clear the in- 
teſtinal canal, For this purpoſe, he propoſes 
a ſimple emollient opening clyſter, which has 
the peculiar advantage of cauſing an imme- 
diate diſcharge. If the clyſter does not afford 
great relief, it is neceſſary to have recourſe to 
gentle cathartics. A ſolution of the ſal ca- 
tharticus amarus in water, the oleum ricini, the 
tartarum emeticum, and the vinum antimoniale, 


are the remedies Dr Hulme has found to an- 


ſwer beſt. | 
After clearing the inteſtinal canal, ke next 


propoſes that a gentle diaphoreſis ſhould be 


promoted, by ſuch medicines as neither bind 


the belly, nor are heating. With this intention, 


he adviſes ipecacoanha, tartar emetic, or anti- 


monial wine combined with gentle opiates ; 


and, in the intermediate times, Riverius's ſaline 
draughts. If ſickneſs at ſtomach, or vomiting 
occur, the efforts of nature muſt be aſſiſted 
by drinking plentifully of chamomile tea or 
warm water. According to our author, the 


common drink of patients labouring under 


Vor. I. B puerperal 
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puerperal fevers, ſhould be of a mild, cooling, 
and diluting nature ; and the uſe of cordials, 
wines, and ſpirits of every kind, is to be ſtrictly 
prohibited. Neatneſs and cleanlineſs are par- 
ticularly to be attended to. All bandages about 
the trunk of the body are to be avoided ; and 
the infants are to be put to the breaſt very 
ſoon. He inveighs in very ſevere terms againſt 
the pernicious effects of over-heated air, and 
warm regimen ; and adviſes that the patient 
ſhould be kept 1 in a large and cool room, At 
the ſame time, he tells us, that he does not 
mean to recommend, but to avoid extremes, 
and to be guided always by the circumſtances 
of the caſe. 

After this diſorder is by theſe means abated, 
or ſeems to be gone, he recommends attention 
to the ſtate of the bowels. The belly muſt be 
kept gently open; and the due tone of the in- 
teſtines reſtored, by ſmall quantities of chamo- 
mile tea, or a flight infuſion of juniper-berries, 
with a few drops of elixir vitrioli acidum. Af- 
ter this, cooling diet, freſh air, Peruvian bark, 
and gentle exerciſe, will confirm the cure. 
Dr Hvlme concludes his obſervations on this 

ſubject with obſerving, That he has paid no re- 
gard t to the obſtruction of the lochia. This he 
conſi- 
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conſiders as the effect, not the cauſe of the 
diſeaſe. He alledges that this diſcharge will 
return when the diſeaſe is cured; while, on the 
other hand, uterine remedies are not only in- 
efficacious, but highly noxious. 


The author next proceeds to the treatment 
of this diſeaſe in its moſt complicated ſtate. 
If a diarrhoea occur in the beginning of the 
diſeaſe, he adviſes that it ſhould not be checked, 
but encouraged, by drinking plentifully of mild 
aperient liquors. If theſe methods ſhould prove 
inſufficient for throwing off the offending mat- 
ter, he adviſes that recourſe ſhould be had 


to the purgatives and emetics before recom- 
mended. 


When violent ſtitches in the fides, or over 
the pit of the ſtomach, accompany the pain of 
the hypogaſtricregion, Dr Hulmeadviſes bleed- 
ing. He obſerves, however, that authors have 
differed much with reſpect to bleeding in this 
diſeaſe ; ſome laying it down as abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, while others ſtrongly oppoſe it. He 
gives it as his opinion, that there are caſes in 
which it is highly neceſſary, and others in which 
it is highly improper. The beſt criterion to 
Judge by, he alledges, is the pulſe and period 
of the diſeaſe. If the pulſe be full, and vibrate 

B 2 ſtrongly 
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ſtrongly againſt the fingers, bleeding is proper 
at any period, but particularly in the begin- 
ning. He thinks, however, that in this diſeaſe 
it is ſafer to err in point of bleeding too little, 
than too much. 


When peripneumonic ſymptoms occur, bliſ- 
tering, ſays our author, cannot be diſpenſed 
with. If in puerperal peripneumony the pulſe 
begins to flag, and the diſeaſe puts on a pu- 
treſcent ſtate, the patient muſt be ſupported by 
cordials, The author conſiders all caſes of 
puerperal peripneumony as highly dangerous. 
He adviſes that not a moment ſhould be loſt, 
but that the cure ſhould commence, if poſſible, 


within a few hours of the attack, with all the 
power of art. * 


Stitches from flatulencies, our author obſerves, 
will go off on procuring a ſtool by a clyſter, 
or otherways. But, if this fails, they may be 
diſperſed by a draught prepared with aſa foetida 
and a few drops of the Thebaic tincture. 

For a troubleſome cough, Dr Hulme adviſes 
a bliſter; ſpermaceti draughts; or a ſmall quan- 
tity of foetid tincture in a ſolution of gum am- 


moniacum. 8 
When the pains of the abdomen reſiſt the 


means already propoſed, fomentations, emol- 
| | lient 
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lient cataplaſms, and bliſtering the abdomen, 
muſt be tried in ſucceſſion. 


When the puerperal fever proves very vio— 
lent, whether ſingle or combined, it generally 
terminates in diarrhoea. In this critical ſtate, 
the chief intentions of cure are, to moderate the 
effects of nature; to endeavour to keep up the 
vis vitae; and to correct the putreſcent ſtate 
of the ſolids and fluids. | 


In the fifth chapter, the author preſents us 
with the ſentiments of many of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed writers relating to the cauſe of the pu- 
erperal fever. He arranges them according to 
the order of time, and has here given us the 
opinions of Hippocrates, Avicenna, Raynalde, 
Platerus, Sennertus, Riverius, Willis, Sylvius, 
Mauriceau, Sydenham, Boerhaave, Strother, 
Hoffman, De la Motte, Burton, Smellie, Tiſ- 
ſot, Van Swieten, Aſtruc, Cooper, Denman, 
Johnſon, Millar, and Manning. From the ci- 
tations produced, it appears to have been the 
opinion of authors, from the time of Hippo- 
crates to this day, that the puerperal fever prin- 
cipally ariſes, either from a ſuppreſſion of the 
lochia, an inflammation of the uterus, a re- 
tention of the milk, or from ſome complaint 
peculiar to the uterus, | 


B 3 | Ds Hulme 
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Dr Hulme concludes this treatiſe with his own 
opinion concerning the cauſe of this diſeaſe, 
which is the ſubject of the ſixth chapter. He 
is of opinion that the proximate cauſe of the 
puerperal fever is an inflammation of the in- 
teſtines and omentum. For the truth of this 
he appeals to diſſections. | 


He apprehends the chief prediſpoſing cauſe 
to be the preſſure of the gravid uterus againſt 
the inteſtines and omentum. The general 
effects of the preſſure are, an interruption of 
the free circulation of the blood, and a de- 
ſtruction of the tone of the blood-veſlels. The 
nearer that delivery approaches, the miſchiefs 
from compreſſion will be greater. And, upon 
the birth of the child, the veſſels on which the 
uterus chiefly lay, will be immediately filled 
with blood ; but, from their weak ſtate, they 
will hardly be able to propel forwards their 

contained fluids. From all this our author con- 
cludes, that the inteſtinal canal muſt particu- 
} larly ſuffer; eſpecially at its inferior part, where 
# there is the greateſt and moſt conſtant preſſure, 
and where it is not covered with the omentum. 
This opinion, with regard to the effects of preſ- 
ſure on the inteſtines and omentum, is corro- 
borated by ſome obſervations from Bauhin, 
Ruyſch, 
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Ruyſch, Van Swieten, and Morgagni. The 
chief occaſional cauſes of this diſeaſe, according 
to Dr Hulme, are all thoſe accidents after de- 
livery which are capable of increafing the cir- 
culation of the blood; and all cauſes during 


pregnancy, which contribute to bring on a 
corruption of the blood and juices, 


From differences in theſe cauſes, particularly 
in the prediſpoſition, our author accounts for 
the different degrees of violence, which, from 
his own experiencehe has marked inthis diſeaſe. 
From theſe differences he thinks it eaſy to aſſign 
a reaſon for its being a diſeaſe in ſome caſes the 


moſt eaſy, and in others the moſt difficult to 
cure. | 


He next applies the cauſes he has aſſigned for 
this diſeaſe, to account for its ſymptoms. The 
depraved liquids found in the cavity of the ab- 
domen and pelvis, he aſcribes to the corrup- 


tion of the volatile lymph, from the diſeaſed 
ſtate of the inteſtines and omentum ; the pus, 


to the inflammation on the ſurface of the omen- 


tum ; the great inflation of the. ſtomach and 
inteſtines, to their being rendered, in ſome de- 
gree, paralytic ; and the adheſion of the inteſ- 


tines to each other, to inflammation aſſiſted by 
preſſure. 
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What he eſteems the moſt unaccountable 
circumſtance, is the ſurpriſingly quick pro- 
0 | greſs of the diſeaſe, This he aſcribes to the 
ſtate induced in the omentum and inteſtines, 
by the compreſſion and friction of. the gravid 
uterus during labour, by which they are al- 
moſt in a ſtate of inflammation in moſt women, 
at the time of delivery; to the inſenſibility of 
the omentum ; to the diſeaſe beginning at its 
lower part; and to the primary degrees of pain 
being miſtaken for thoſe of a different nature, 


Upon the whole, it appears, that Dr Hulme 
differs in his opinion, with regard to the cauſe 
of this diſeaſe, from all who have written be- 
1 fore him. In doing ſo, he defends himſelf by 
118 alledging, that he has drawn his notions of it 
from a courſe of reaſoning; ſupported by dif. 
ſections; and has grounded his theory upon A 
J'; careful examination of all its ſymptoms, 
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II. 


Antonii de Haen. S. C. R. A. Majgſtatis conſi- 
liarii et archiatri, Sc. Ratio Medendi conti- 
tinuata. Tom. 1. Pars 1. 8vo, Vien. Auſt. 


R de Haen has already written ſeveral vo- 

lumes under the title of Ratio Medendi. 
He propoſes {till to continue in communicating 
to the public practical remarks upon the ſame 
plan. But he informs us, in an advertiſement 
prefixed tothis volume, that he has now changed 
the title, to that of Ratio Medendi Continuata. 


Under this title, two parts of the firſt volume 
are already publiſhed. 


In the firſt of theſe parts, our author treats 
of the malignant diſeaſes moſt nearly con- 
nected with the plague, and concludes with 


the plague itſelf. In enumerating the malig- 


nant diſeaſes, our author affirms, that there is 
no acute- diſeaſe from the Ephemera, when 


protracted, to the plague itſelf, which may not 
fall under this denomination. He obſerves, that 


the beſt account of the ſymptoms of malignity 
in general, is that given by Dr. Boerhaave 
in his pathology; but that a difference in 


degrees 


[| VV 


| „ | degrees of malignity may be inferred from 
14 various circumſtances, particularly the progreſs 
114 of the ſymptoms, the condition of the patient 
WY before the attack, the nature of the epidemics 
raging at the time, and the obſtinacy with which 
it reſiſts remedies. According to our author, 
malignity may be counteracted, by the uſe of 
pure, moderately warm, and frequently renewed 
air; by cleanlineſs in cloathing and bedding ; by 
making the bed, at leaſt once, but, if convenient, 
oftener, every day ; by refrigerant drinks and 
medicines ; by attention to the efforts of nature 


and by avoiding all cauſes which accelerate the 
motion of the fluids. 


1 
After theſe general obſervations, the author 


proceeds to conſider particular diſeaſes; and, 
firſt, he treats of the method of avoiding, mo- 
derating, and curing malignity in the ſmall- pox. 
On this ſubject, he preſents us with the hiſtory 
and treatment of five caſes, from which he de- 
duces the following conſequences. 1. That 
the effects of a bad habit of body, previous to 
the attack of the ſmall-pox, as increaſing or di- 
miniſhing their malignity, is very uncertain, 
2. That the time at which ſmall-pox are ca- 
pable of communicating infection is uncertain. : 
3. That the time of eruption is uncertain, 


4. That 
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4. That the utility and neceſſity of free air 
in every acute diſeaſe, is particularly confirmed 
in ſmall-pox. 5. That bathing the feet and 
hands in warm water has the advantage of di- 
luting the blood, and relaxing the ſkin, by which 
means the virus of the ſmall-pox is more quickly 
expelled from the viſcera. 6. That the advan- 
tages alledged to ariſe from opening the puſtules 
are well founded, 7. That repeated bleeding, 
at every period of the ſmall-pox, is, in many 
caſes, abſolutely neceſſary for the preſervation 
of life. 8. That a mixture of milk and water 
is the beſt drink in ſmall-pox. And, 9. That 
nothing has greater influence in diminiſhing or 


preventing the malignity of the ſmall-pox, than 
a frequent change of bed-cloaths, and indulgence 


in any amuſement which can produce chearful- 
neſs. From theſe concluſions, our author adduces 
fome objections againſtthe arguments which are 
brought in favour of inoculation. From com- 
paring the London bills of mortality, for dif- 
ferent years, he finds that a much greater num- 
ber have died of the ſmall-pox, fince the intro- 
duction of inoculation, than before. From 
this he concludes, that, even allowing inocula- 
tion to be of ſervice to individuals, it is unqueſ- 
tionably prejudicial to the public. Having 
| pro- 
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pronounced inoculation ineffectual, he next 
conſiders, by what remedies the malignity of the 
ſmall-pox may be diminiſhed, On this ſubject, 
he preſents us with the ſentiments entertained by 
different eminent writers, concerning antimony 
and mercury. He obſerves, that, as inoculation 
has been found no leſs ſucceſsful without, than 
with them, the advocates in their favour muſt 
allow their inefficacy ; but that at the ſame time 
it is clear they have been given to many thou- 
ſands, without any bad conſequences. He is of 
opinion, therefore, that no reaſon remains why 
we ſhould oppoſe the authority of thoſe great 
men who have recommended them. Hence he 
concludes with recommending their uſe to 
people in general, ſo ſoon as the ſmall-pox 
become epidemic. 


On the meaſles, our author tells us, it 1s un- 
neceſſary for him to offer any obſervations, on 
account of their fimilarity to the ſmall-pox, of 
which he has already treated, and to the ſcarlet- 
fever, of which he next propoſes to treat. 


In treating of the ſcarlet-fever which is the 
ſubject of the th chapter, Dr de Haen, as he 
had before done with regard to the ſmall-pox, 
{ets out with ſome hiſtories of the diſeaſe ; and 
he has here preſented us with a particular detail 


of 
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of three caſes in which it was malignant, From 
theſe he concludes, that bleeding and Peruvian 
bark are remedies highly neceſſary in the ſcarlet- 
fever; thatdifferent and improper names may be 
found affixed to this diſeaſe by eminent writers; 
that varieties in climate have produced differ- 
ences in the deſcriptions which have been given 
of it; and that it has often been deſcribed by au- 
thors in ſuch a manner, as to be confounded, on 
the one hand, with the ruſh, and, on the other, 
with the meaſles. He concludes his obſervations 
on this ſubject with ſome remarks on the cure. 


In the firſt ſtadium, he truſts to repeated 
bleedings, and the liberal uſe of Peruvian bark, 
He obſerves, that, if this laſt remedy can, with 
advantage, be employed for a long time, and 


in large doſes in any diſeaſe, it ſhould be ſo in 
ſcarlet-fever. 


In the fecond ſtadium, the circumſtance chiefly 
diſtreſſing to patients, isageneral leucophlegma- 
tic ſwelling of the whole body. For the removal 
of this, Dr de Haen recommends diuretics and 
purgatives. From the almoſt impenetrable ſtate 
of theſurface, he is of opinion, that ſudorifics are 
ſeldom, if ever, to be employed. During the uſe 
of antiphlogiſtics, diuretics, and purgatives, the 
bark muſt not be omitted, particularly, if it 


open 
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open the belly. He concludes with mentioning 
2 remedy, which, upon the authority of Plen- 
cize, has been recommended as highly effica- 
cious in this diſeaſe. The formula is as follows : 
R Rhei elefti, ſpir. ſal. coag. ia. dr. ii. Merc. 
dulc. Aur. fulmin. Extract. ſcil. 3a, dr. i. Rob. 
junip. 9. ſ. ut f. pil. gr. i. vel ii, One or two 
of theſe pills taken three or four times a-day, 
are ſaid to be powerful evacuants of ſerum, both 
by ſtool and urine. But they muſt not be em- 
ployed, if the feveriſh ſymptoms run high; and 
particular caution is neceſſary, that the aurum 
fulminans be properly prepared. 

Dr de Haen has already frequently treated of 
miliary and petechial fevers. Here, therefore, he 
paſſes them over, and proceeds, in his ninth 
chapter, tothe conſideration of malignant fevers, 
ſtrictly ſo called. On this ſubject, he preſents 
us with a detail of two caſes. Theſe caſes lead 
him to confider the opinions of ſome eminent 
men, who maintain that all acute diſeaſes may be 
divided into thoſe which proceed from, or are 
attended with ſpiſſitude; and into thoſe which 
proceed from, or are attended with a diſſolved 
ſtate of the fluids. After examining this opinion 
at conſiderable length, he concludes that it is ill 
founded, and may be highly eee in 


practice. 
The 
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The laſt malignant diſeaſe, of which our au- 
thor treats, is the plague. He rejects the diſtinc- 
tion between plague and peſtilential fever as 
uſeleſs, and even prejudicial. He obſerves, that, 
when the plague commences, it is often difficult 
to diſtinguiſh it from other malignant fevers ; 
but adviſes that the ſame cautions ſhould be 
uſed in the one caſe as in the other. He woutd 
not, however, on this account, have patients 
confined to lazaretto's, which he repreſents as 
highly prejudicial, on their preſent footing. He 
imagines the infected might be cut off from 
communication with the ſound, and, at the 
fame time, allowed the benefit of free air. For 
this purpoſe, he adviſes, that lazaretto's ſhould 
be ſpacious buildings, high roofed, and con- 
ſtructed with numerous doors and windows, kept 
frequently open; that they ſhould never be 
crowded with patients; and that they ſhould be 
provided with every poſſible aſſiſtance. But all 


theſe precautions will, he imagines, be very in- 


effectual, unleſs ſome other method be followed 
in the cure of the plague,than has hitherto been 
put in practice. He obſerves, that the phyſici- 
ans of all nations, for many ages paſt, have diſ- 
charged bleeding in the plague, upon the ſup- 
poſition, that it will increaſe the great debility 

which 
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which attends this diſeaſe, Our author combats » 
this opinion, and recommends the liberal uſe of . 
the lancet. In ſupport of this, he adduces the 
authority of the Dutch Conſul at Smyrna, a place 
where the plague frequently rages. By him he is 
informed that thoſe practitioners have there the 
. greateſt ſucceſs in private practice, who treat 


their patients with large and repeated bleed- 
ings and mineral acids. 
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III. 


Antonii de Haen, S. C. R. A. Majeſtatis confili- 
arii et archiatri, Sc. Ratio Medendi Continu— 
ata. Tom. 1. Pars 2. 8vo, Vien. Auſt. 


N a former part of the Ratio Medendi, Dr 
de Haen had treated, at confiderable length, 
concerning the effects of hanging and drown- 


ing. Inſtigated by the more ſucceſsful, but not 
more laborious endeavours of the ſociety at Am- 


ſterdam for recovering drowned people, he 


again undertook a courſe of experiments on 
this ſubject. He apologizes for the appearance 
of cruelty in his experiments, from the ſervice 
they may afford to mankind, and from the 
dearneſs of corn at the time, which often ren- 
dered dogs too expenſive to their maſters. 


He ſets out with an abſtract of the third vo- 
lume of the tranſactions of the ſociety at Am- 
ſterdam. He obſerves, ½, That many of thoſe 
who recovered, had been but a few minutes 
under water, ſome had been a quarter of an 
hour, others half an hour, and one awhole hour. 


Vor. I. C 2dly, 
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2dly, That, of the fifty-three caſes which are 
given, forty-eight had medical aſſiſtance, im- 
mediately upon being taken out of the water, 
one within a quarter of an hour, three within 
half an hour, and the remaining one within 
three quarters of an hour. za, That, in nine- 
teen patients, ſigns of life were very ſoon per- 
ceived ; in fix others, within three hours ; and 
in fourteen, who recovered, the time is not 
mentioned. 4thly, That remedies were conti- 
nued for two, three, fix, eight, and ſixteen hours, 
after ſigns of life appeared. 5hly, That, of 
thoſe who recovered, one, who had been drunk 
before he fell into the water, died in two days; 
another, who had ſcarcely been cured of a pleu- 
riſy, died in five days; a third after the firſt 
appearances of life; a fourth, who had been 
ſuſpended by the feet, and roughly ſhaken, after 
two hours; a fifth, within fix hours after the 
firſt appearances of life ; and a fixth, who was 
fixty years old, and had been roughly ſhaken on 
a caſk, died after the third day; ſo that a fixth 
part ſurvived their recovery but a ſhort time : 
And, 61bly, That ſeven recovered who had a 
blackneſs in the face, and who had diſcharged a 
quantity of froth from the mouth and noſe ; 
one had a fever afterwards, and the face of 

another 
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another remained ſwelled and livid for a conſi- 
derable time. To theſe are added ſome other 
caſes of the recovery of drowned people com- 
municated to the' ſociety by correſpondents, 


Our author then proceeds to enumerate the 
remedies by which theſe recoveries were effected. 
Theſe were, agitation of all kinds; every ſort of 
ſtimulus applicd to the mouth, noſe, and rec- 
tum; bleeding; heat, both by warm cloaths, 
and warm water; blowing air into the trachea; 
ſtimulants conſiſting of bliſters, warm aſhes, and 
the like, applied to the head, ancles, thighs, pit 
of the ſtomach, and other parts, 


After this review of what had bcen done by 
others, Dr de Haen proceeds to relate his own 
experiments. Two bodies were brought to 
him which had been found ſwimming in the 
Danube ; but as they were already-in a cor- 
rupted ſtate, he eſteemed it unneceſſary to at- 
tempt any cure. A boy who had fallen into 
a well, which was then full of water and dung 
mixed together, was taken out cold, a quar- 
ter of an hour after the accident. At the end 
of twenty-ſix hours he was brought to the 
hoſpital. He was there wrapt in warm cloaths, 
two ounces and a half of cold thick blackiſh 
blood were taken from the jugular vein, and 
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every kind of ſtimulus was uſed, but in vain, 
The next caſe our author mentions is that of 
a ſtudent who was found in the Danube: But 
no account could be given how he came 
there, or how long he had been in the water, 
It appeared that he had fallen in with ſome 
force, as there was a contuſion on his forchead. 
Every means of cure was tried, but proved 
ineffectual. Another caſc, which is here re- 
lated, 1s that of a joiner, Thoſe who found 
him put a rope about his neck, and lifted him 
up for every paſſenger to view. About ten 
or twelve hours after he had fallen into the 
water, he was brought to the hoſpital, Bur, 
although eight ounces of cold black blood 
were drawn from the jugular vein, and every 
other means of. cure was uſed, he could not 
be recovered. The laſt caſe mentioned by 
our author is that of a workman who fell 
from the turret of a citadel, into a lake, 
with his head downwards. He diſappeared for 
a quarter of an hour, and was taken up with- 
out figns of life. But, after being expoſed 
to the ſun, and ſhaken by the feet, he ſeemed 
to fetch a deep breath. He was then put to 
bed, and, by means of various ſtimuli, ſoon 
recovered entirely. From this Dr de Haen 


obſerves, 
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obſerves, that his want of ſucceſs ſeems princi- 
pally to have been occaſioned by delay. 


In the ſecond chapter Dr de Haen relates his 
experiments on dogs, which are fifteen in 
number. Twelve dogs were drowned, and, 
though ſome of them were taken up after being 
kept under water for a few minutes only, none 
of them could be recovered. The water in 
which they were drowned was tinged, but it did 
not appear in their ſtomachs. Upon diſſection, 
in ſeven of them there appeared ſigns of the 
water having been inſpired. In two the lungs 
were free, In two the meninges of the brain 
and lungs were inflamed. And two were not 
opened. 

Three dogs were hanged, and attempted to 
be recovered by the means recommended by 
Lord Verulam, Morgagni, and others, but with- 
out effect. In one nothing remarkable appear- 
ed in the lungs. In another, from whom an 
ounce of blood was taken from the jugular vein, 
the dura and pia mater were of the natural ap- 
pearance, but the lungs were much inflamed. 
In the third, the meninges were ſound, and 
there was no effuſion in the ventricles of the 
brain, but the left lobe of the lungs was turgid 
with blood. 


7 In 
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In the ſucceeding chapter, we are preſented 
with ſome obſervations on theſe experiments. 
The bad ſucceſs which Dr de Haen had with 
the men, he aſcribes to the length of time 
which intervened before remedies were tried. 
Nor does he think this invalidated by the death 
of the dogs, although for their recovery reme- 
dies were immediately tried ; becauſe dogs are 
naturally worſe to recover than men, as they are 
kept forcibly under the water, which is not the 
caſe with men; and as he would have been 
able, had he inclined, to have recovered one 
in ſixteen, which he thinks would be no in- 
conſiderable proportion, even in the human 
ſpecies. 

He next attempts to explain the reaſon for the 
diverſity of opinicn concerning the cauſe of death 
in thoſe who have been drowned. This he 
aſcribes to partial concluſions from a few experi- 
ments. Some having never found water in the 
lungs, thought it never was there; and others, 
from its preſence, drew a contrary concluſion. 


Some have aſcribed the death in ſuch caſes to 
that ſpecics of apoplexy which ariſes from a 
great fulneſs of the ſtomach. This opinion our 
author rejects, from the want of ſuch fulneſs in 
the thirteen dogs he diſſected; from the want of 
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the common marks of apoplexy upon the diſ- 
ſection of the brain; and from the actual pre- 
ſence of water in the lungs. He is of opinion 
that death, in conſequence of drowning, hap- 


| Pens from the water getting into the lungs, 


and ſtopping the blood in the arteries. He then 
diſcuſſes the queſtion, how far blowing air into 
the lungs is uſeful in recovering drowned peo- 
ple. It their death 1s to be aſcribed to the 
water entering the lungs, this practice, he ob- 
ſerves, muſt be hurtful, as it will increaſe the 
preſſure on the blood-veſlels, or may even force 
the water into them, which, upon the authority 
of Louis's experiments, he alledges is poſſible. 
But, in ſpite of this reaſoning, he aſſerts that, 


from experience, it has been found uſeful. In 


ſupport of this, he produces the authority of 
Becker, Littracus, Senac, Petit, the Count de 
Maurepas, and of Louis himſelf. As this teſ- 
timony throws ſome doubt on his former expe- 


riments, he promiſes to reſume the ſubject 
hereafter. 


The author, in the fourth chapter, propoſes 
to examine, whether the ſame remedies ſhould 
be employed for the recovery of hanged as of 
drowned perſons. For this purpoſe, he ob- 
ſerves, it is neceſſary to aſcertain the proximate 


C4 | cauſe 
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cauſe of death from hanging. Upon conſult- 
ing authors, he found that Wepfer, Littracus, 
Alberti, Bruhierius, and Boerhaave, have aſ- 
ſcribed it to apoplexy. Their arguments for 
this are chiefly drawn from the livid colour of 
the face and head; from the turgeſcency of 
the veſſels of the brain; from the inflam- 
mation of the eyes; and from the ſparks of fire 
which thoſe who have ſurvived hanging alledge 
they have perceived from their eyes. On 
the contrary, Bonetus, Petit, Haller, and 
Lanciſi, from obſerving that death is induced 
by any ſmall body falling into the glottis, have 
aſeribed it tothe ſtoppageof reſpiration. Others, 
decming both theſe cauſes ill- founded, have 
aſcribed it to a luxation of the vertebrae of the 
neck. The opinions on this ſubject are conclu- 
ded with ſome remarks from Morgagni, Van 
Doeveren, and Stolte. 


He next adduces the authority of many 
eminent authors in proof of the poſſibility of 
recovering people who have been hanged; 
and obſerves, in general, that with bleeding 
in the jugular vein, and anointing the neck 
with warm oil, the ſame remedies are to be 
employed in this caſe, as for the recovery of 
drowned people. 


Having 
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Having given the ſentiments of others, Dr 
de Haen proceeds in the next chapter to relate 
ſome new experiments which he made with a 
view of aſcertaining the cauſe of death, both 
in people hanged and drowned. He here pre- 
ſents us with ſeven experiments on dogs, four 
of which were hanged, and three drowned. 
Upon diſſection, he finds evident marks of 


congeſtion in the lungs, but no affection of the 
brain. 


To theſe experiments he ſubjoins ſeveral re- 


marks. He obſerves, 1//, That, when the brain 


appears affected, after hanging or drowning, 
it muſt be aſcribed to an old headach, or ſome 
ſuch cauſe, 24ly, That the death of people 
hanged is not to be aſcribed to luxation or frac- 
ture of the vertebrae of the neck. gdly, That, 
by the ligature put round the neck in hanging, 
the trachea is completely ſhut. And, 47þly, 
That death, from hanging or drowning, is to 
be aſcribed to the fame cauſe. 


In the next chapter, our author preſents us 
with tarther experiments and obſervations from 
diſſection. Upon examining the body of a 
man who was drowned, he found the lungs 
tumid ; and, though wounded, they did not 
collapſe ; upon preſſure, heſqueezed from them 


half 
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half a pound of reddiſh frothy matter. Upon 
diſſecting another, who was hanged, he found 
that the cord had not preſſed upon the trachea, 
but upon the part between the ſcutiform carti- 
lage and the os hyoides, and that the compreſſion 
had been imperfect. In this man the pia mater 
was very red ; under the tunica arachnoidea a 
quantity of whitiſh ſerum was found, and the 
brain appeared to be interſperſed with many red 
veſſels. The lungs were tumid, did not col- 
lapſe upon being handled, and, when cut, 
poured forth blood rather than froth, 


The affect ion of the brain which was here 
obſerved, our author aſcribes to ſome chronic 
diſeaſe, and imagines that, from the compreſſion 
not being complete, the appearances in the 
lungs were leſs conſiderable than would other- 
wiſe have been the caſe. 


In the ſeventh chapter, Dr de Haen examines 
the propriety of ſuſpending drowned people by 
the feet, He allows that this practice will be 
hurtful from determining to the head ; but ob- 
ſerves, that we frequently uſe hurtful remedies, 
when the advantages derived from them pre- 
ponderate ; and is of opinion that it will be 
uſetul, by agitating the viſcera againſt each 
other, and thus renewing their motions, He 


next 
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next conſiders the propriety of laryngotomy. 
On this ſubje& he adduces many objections 
againſt the opinion of Dethardingius, who is a 
great adyocate in its favour. He imagines that 
many advantages which have been derived from 
it, are to be aſcribed to the irritation in conſe- 
ſequence of the rude manner in which it was 
performed, But promiſes to conſider its effects 
hereafter, by farther experiments, He con- 
cludes this chapter with ſome reſpectable au- 
thorities to prove, that hanged people are to 


be recovered in the ſame manner as !drowned 
people. 


The eighth aud laſt chapter is employed by 
our author in obviating two objections which 
had been brought againſt his doctrine. The 
firſt is, that people have often been recovered 
who had lain ſeveral days and hours under wa- 
ter, although few or no means were attempted 
for their recovery. To this he anſwers, that 
the time for which people are under water, in 
many cafes, cannot be aſcertained ; and that 
the many improbable ſtories which are told 
ſufficiently invalidate the reſt. The ſecond ob- 
jection is, that there is reaſon to ſuſpect that 
the means of cure which our author has recom- 
mended would often extinguiſh any remaining 


ſparks 
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ſparks of life. To this he anſwers, that, in 
caſes where a recovery takes place, tokens of 
life appear at very different times, and that he 
never would adviſe ſevere or tedious methods 
of cure where more gentle and more expedi- 
tious ones were not firſt tried without effect. 
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IV. 


Joannis Frederici Meckel, Nova Experimenta et 
Obſervationes de Finibus venarum et vaſorum 
Lymphaticorum in ductus viſceraque excretoria 


Corporis humani, ejuſdemque Structurae utilitate, 
8vo, Lugd. Bat. 


N this treatiſe Dr Meckel ſets out with ſome 
obſervations on the opportunities which {till 
remain of adding to our knowledge of the 
ſtructure of the human body. He obſerves 
particularly, that the doctrine of ſecretion till 
remains involved in great uncertainty, And 
he concludes his introduction with mentioning 
the intention of the preſent work, which is, to 
point out the different Kinds of abſorption, and 
the purpoſes for which they are intended. 


After theſe preliminary obſervations, our 
author, 1n the firſt ſeEtion, proceeds to treat of 
the return of the lymph into the blood. Upon 
injecting lymphatic veſſels with mercury, he 
has often found it paſs into the red veins, with- 
out any extravaſation ; but the nature of the 
communication he could not diſcover, till he 


happened 
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happened to inject, by a lymphatic coming 
from the pelvis, a gland partly ſchirrous. He 
there found that mercury entered the ſound 
part of it very readily ; but, when it came to 
the ſchirrus, it was obſtructed by a weight 
which ſupported eighteen inches of mercury. 
By preſſure, however, he forced the mercury 
into the ſmaller ducts of the gland; and then 
ſaw it paſs through a vein from the gland into 
the inferior cava. From this he infers, that, 
when the body is in health, there is a natural 
communication between the lymphatic veſſels 
and the veins of conglobate glands ; but that 
this paſſage is much ſmaller than that into the 
lymphatic above the gland. From this ſtruc- 
ture our author deduces the following phy ſio- 
logical obſervations. He alledges, that, in or- 
der to prepare every ſecreted liquor in the body, 
abſorption from the ſecreting organ 1s abſolutely 
neceſſary ; and that, in the preparation of 
lymph, this abſorption is performed by the 
veins. He farther obſerves, that by this ſtruc- 
ture the lymph will be conveyed into the blood, 


when the lymphatics are either obſtructed or 


ruptured ; and, by this means, many diſeaſes 
will be prevented, 


Dr Meckel, 
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Dr Meckel, in the ſecond ſection, treats of 
abſorption taking place by means of the veins 
ſrom the mammæ. He here gives an account 
of his having injected with mercury, through 


the.tubes of the nipples, the breaſts of women, 


both ſoon before and ſoon after dehvery. Upon 
injecting the mamma of a woman ſoon after 
delivery, which till adhered to the muſcles of 
the thorax, the mercury, after having filled the 
gland, readily paſſed into the veins of the mam- 
ma, and from thence intothetrunk of theaxillary 
vein. Upon injecting the breaſts of a woman 
who had dicd in labour, this communication 
of the lactiferous tubes with the veins was alſo 
found. But, by this injection, he diſcovered 
another ſingularity, for, upon tying the veins 


and the lactiferous tube at which he injected, 


the mercury burſt through another lactiferous 
tube of the nipple, and upon tying this, through 
a third, more remote, From repeated trials in 
this manner, he concludes, that the lactiferous 
tubes have a communication with each other, 
In order to prove that this anaſtomoſis takes 
place in the extreme branches only of theſe 
tubes, our author obſerves, 1ſt, That the com- 
munication ſeems to ſubſiſt equally between the 
neareſt and the moſt diſtant branches. 2dly, 

That 


| 
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That he inſerted the tube into which he in- 
jected below the nipple. And, 34h, That, 
after trying every means in his power, he was 
never able to diſcover the lactiferous circle de- 
ſcribed by Nuck. This communication of the 
veins with the lactiferous tubes, our author 
imagines, is neceſſary, both for the preparation 
of the milk, and for its return into the blood 
in thoſe who do not ſuckle. He obſerves, that, 


for the preparation of milk, the lymphatics 


ſerve to carry off the ſuperabundant aqueous 
parts of the blood, and the veins the ſaline 
and earthy parts ; ſo that nothing but the bland 


butyraceous part is left to paſs through the 
lactiferous tubes. From this communication 


alſo, he infers, that thoſe who have aſcribed 
diſeaſes to the return of the milk into the blood, 
have greatly erred. On the contrary, he al- 
ledges that the abſorption of this bland fluid 


into the blood, is not only natural, but even 


uſeful. He farther obſerves, that, by this ſtruc- 
ture, the reſolution of obſtructions of every 
kind is greatly facilitated ; and that we ſhould 
endeavour, in every caſe of the ſtagnation of 
milk, to promote its return through the veins 
by applications which tend to relax them, and 
to increaſe the action of the ſmall veſſels. 
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In the third ſection, the author treats of the 
abſorption of ſemen from the veſiculae ſemi- 
nales. Upon injecting the veficulae ſeminales 
of a ſtout man, after tying the ejaculatory 
tubes, he filled the hypogaſtric vein, and the 
venus plexus ſurrounding the veſicles. Upon 
tracing the veins thus injected, he found them 


ariſing from the cavity of the veſicles. In this 


experiment, no lymphatic was injected. : Hav- 
ing repeated the experiment ſeveral times, he 
found, for the moſt part, the ſame appear- 
ances ; but he acknowledges that he could not 
inject the vein on every trial. 


Dr Meckel alledges that this ſtructure is in- 
tended for the return of ſuch parts of the ſemen 
to the blood, as he ſuppoſes are too viſcid to 
be reabſorbed by the lymphatics. Hence he 
concludes, that we need not be apprehenſive 
of an accumulation of ſemen in the veſicles ; 
and that, if this complaint ſhould occur, it is 
to be obviated by ſuch remedies as tend to fa- 
cilitate the circulation, and not by corroborants 
and aſtringents, which might be lyppoſed to 
promote abſorption. 


-- 


Dr Meckel, in the fourth ſection, treats of 
the influence of abſorption upon the bile. Hav- 
ing frequently injected the lymphatics of the 

Vol. I. D liver 
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liver through the biliary ducts, he adds, that 
by preſſing fluids £ill farther, he has alſo in- 
jected the vena cava. He could not, however, 
by any force, or by any method, puſh his in- 
jection into the vena portarum, or hepatic ar- 
tery. After theſe injections, upon examining 
the liver with the greateſt accuracy, both with 
his naked eye and good glaſſes, he never could 
diſcover any extravaſation. He farther ob- 
ſcrves, that, when extravaſation took place, the 
paſlage of the injection into the lymphatics and 
veins was impeded. 


This ſtructure, our author imagines, is in- 
tended for carrying oft the acqueous parts of the 
fluids, that the bile may be prepared and per- 
fected. From this allo, he accounts for the 
ready paſſage which the bile finds into the blood, 


when the ductus choledichus is obſtructed, as 


happens in jaundice; and for the yellow colour 
which happens in hydropie caſes, as the bile is 
then more watery in its nature than uſual, 


The ſubjectof the laſt ſection is the abſorption 


vhich takes place from the bladder. Having en- 


deavoured to inflate the bladder by the urethra, 
our author found, that all the air paſſed through 
the veſicular veins, and from thence into the 
trunk of the hypogaſtric veins. He alſo ob- 

ä ſerved 
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ſerved the ſame appearances upon the injection 
of water. 


As the bladder was, to all appearance, in a 
ſound ſtate, our author concludes, that there is 
always a paſſage for fluids through its veins. 
This ſtructure, he imagines, is intended for con- 
veying the ſubtile watery lymph from the blad- 
der; and for preventing the urine from ſtag- 
nating long there, and thus becoming acrid. 
He imagines that this opinion is confirmed by 
thoſe caſes in which a conſiderable quantity of 
a fluid, reſembling urine in colour and ſmell, 
has been diſcharged from the arm-pits, upon 8 
ſuppreſſion of the natural excretion of urine. 
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V. 


Refleftions on the General Treatment and Cure of 
Fevers. 8vo, London. 


O name is printed on the title page of this 
treatiſe; nor could the author, with juſ- 
tice, aſſume to himſelf the merit which may be 
due to thoſe new opinions it contains. We are 
here preſented with a conciſe, but tolerably 
diſtinct view of the doctrine of fevers, which 
has, for ſeveral years paſt, been delivered by 
one of the profeſſors of medicine in this uni- 
verſity. The author, in his preface, inculcates 
the importance of attending to fevers at their 
commencement. The firſt ſection treats of 
fevers in general; our author here follows Dr 
Cullen in excluding the febris continens, and 
gives it as his opinion, that the only genera of 
fever, diſtinctly marked, are three; the nervous, 
intermittent, and inflammatory. As the laſt 
of theſe is neither contagious, nor ariſes from 
any determined ſource of infection, he propoſes 
to confine his reflections to the two former. 


The ſecond ſection treats of intermittents, 
under which term he likewiſe includes the re- 


mittents. 
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mittents. He endeavours to prove, from many 
reſpectable authorities, that they are the ſame 
in all elimates ; and that they are produced by 
marſh miaſmata, by which he means poiſonous 
vapours ariſing from ſwampy grounds, lakes, 
woods, or the lake. He 1s inclined to beheve, 
that intermittents are contagious, as the dyſen- 
tery, to which they are nearly allied, is allowed 
to be ſo, He concludes with obſerving, that, 
from the different degrees of activity of the 
marſh miaſmata, or from the different ſtates of 
the perſons expoſed to them, the fevers they 
produce will vary in their appearance; from 


which he accounts for the numerous diſtinctions 
of authors. 1 


He proceeds, in the third ſection, to con- 
ſider the nervous fever. This diſeaſe, he al- 
ledges, ariſes chiefly from contagion, and is 
characterized by a ſmall, weak, frequent pulſe, 
deſpondency, and a ſudden diminution of 
ſtrength. ; 

In treating of the actual ſources of fevers, 
in the fourth ſection, he obſerves, that all the 
variety of intermittent and continued fevers 
probably derive their origin from marſh miaſ- 
mata and common contagion z but in what the 
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virulence of theſe ſources of fever reſides, he 
alledges, is yet undetermined. 


He proceeds, in the fifth ſection, to con- 
ſider marſh miaſmata more particularly, He 
obſerves, that, from this ſource chiefly, if not 
ſolely, all intermittents are produced. For the 
production of theſe miaſmata, according to 
our author, heat and moiſture muſt be con- 
joined; neither of them ſeparately being ſuf- 
ficient. The ſubject of the next ſection is 
human effluvia or contagion. This he refers 
to an exhalation from the human body under 
diſeaſe, and aſſigns as the principal cauſe of 
nervous fevers. 


In the ſeventh ſection, the author contends, 


that cold alone can never produce epidemic 


intermittents, or nervous fevers. - He allows, 
however, that, united with miaſmata or con- 
tagion, it may have conſiderable influence in 


modifying fevers; although it can be eſteemed 
only a remote cauſe. 


In the eighth ſection, the author offers ſome 
reflections on thediſcaſes of the fluids in general, 
Morbid deviations, in theſe, he obſerves, have 
been conſidered as the cauſe of many diſeaſes, 
But to this ſource he thinks that a few of the 
cachexiae 
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cachexiae only can, with propriety, be referred. 

He is of opinion, that the ſuppoſition of lentor 

or viſcidity, and acrimony of the blood exiſting 
| in the ſyſtem, as cauſes of fevet, may be totally 
rejected as hypothetical and improbable, 


In the ninth ſection, our author preſents us 
with a detail of the ſymptoms of fever; and, 
in the tenth, with ſome reflections on theſe 
ſymptoms. From a view of what takes place 


8 in every paroxyſm, he thinks there evidently 
2 | appears, in fever, debility, ſpaſm, and in- 
5 $ creaſed action; the laſt he conſiders as the effect 


of the two former. He concludes, therefore, 
that debility and ſpaſm form the proximate 
cauſe of fever; and the increaſed action, with 
the ſubſequent ſweat, the natural cure. From 
theſe conſiderations, he deduces the two fol- 
lowing indications for the cure of fevers. 


I. To remove the ſpaſm by ſuch remedies as 1 
relax the capillary or extreme veſſels. 


— —„—-— — . —— FI — 


II. To ſtrengthen the ſyſtem, in order to N 
prevent the recurrence of a freſh paroxyſm. | 
Having offered theſe reflections on the nature 4 


of fevers, . our author next proceeds to treat of 
their cure. In the eleventh ſection, he offers a 
few general obſervations; and in the ten ſuc- 
ceeding ones, treats of particular remedies. 
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He obſerves, that few ſymptoms indicating 
blecding occur in thoſe fevers which are the 
ſubjects of this eſſay; and that it behoves every 
practitioner to be deliberate in adviſing this re- 


medy in remittent and nervous fevers, eſpe- 


cially where they are characteriſed by great 
debility, a general diſlike to motion, a weak, 
ſoft, low pulſe, and dejection of mind. But, 
where this remedy muſt be employed, he ob- 
ſerves, that it is more neceſſary, uſeful, and 
eaſily borne, in the fevers occurring in ſpring 
than in autumn. In fevers attended with pu- 
trefaction, bleeding, he alledges, muſt be en- 


tirely rejected ; but he adds, that the ſymptoms, 


not the name of the diſeaſe, ſhould direct the 
uſe of the lancet. 


Emetics have been given in fevers, either to 
excite fulland frequently repeated vomiting; or 
to produce nauſea and fickneſs, with little or no 


vomiting, The firſt, he obſerves, is neceſſary to 
evacuate the ſtomach, and emulge theexcretories. 


In either way they tend to take off ſpaſm. But 
the latter, he alledges, is to be preferred, as not 
being attended with many inconveniencies and 
bad conſequences which ariſe from full vomiting. 
Beſides, nauſeating doſes have the advantage of 
being more certain in their effects, of determin- 


ing 
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Ry ning more powerfully to the ſurface, and of 

. proving laxative. In treating of particular 
emetics, he prefers ipecacoanha for producing 
full vomiting, and the antimonials for keeping 
up nauſea, He recommends emetic tartar as 
free from every inconvience to which the other 
antimonials are expoſed, 

Camphor he eſteems principally calculated 
for the cure of maniacal fevers. Caſtor, ſaffron, 
; valerian, and contrayerva, he rejects as totally 
pt uſeleſs in all fevers. Saline draughts may, he 
= thinks, act as diuretics and diaphoretics ; but 
I . have a tendency to promote putrefaction. He 
* eſteems volatile alkali the ſafeſt cordial, and 
& moſt effectual antiſpaſmodic in fevers attended 


with great dcbility. 


dies, our author, in the twenty-firſt ſection, 
treats of a method of putting a ſtop to fevers 
at their commencement. For the removal of 
the ſpaſm, he thinks it neceſſary to procure a 
general relaxation of the capillary or extreme 
veſſels, and thereby an univerial perſpiration. 
For this purpoſe, he adviſe that warm bricks, 
ſuddenly immerſed in water, and wrapt in 
flannel, ſhould be applied to the feet and legs; 
and that tartar emctic, conjoined with opium, 


ſhould 
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ſhould be adminiſtred in ſuch a manner as to 


produce vomiting. By this means, he alledges 


a final ſolution of fever will often be produced. 
In thoſe caſes where it cauſes only a remiſſion, 
it affords a fair opportunity for throwing in the 
Peruvian bark, which may almoſt univerſally 
be done with ſafety and benefit. In confirma- 
tion of this practice, the author, in the twenty- 
ſecond ſe&ion, ſubjoins a few caſes which were 
ſucceſsfully terminated by the treatment here 
propoſed, 
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VI. 


Diſſertatio Phyſica Experimentalis, de Calore Ani- 
malium. Auftore J. A. Braunio. Vid. Novi 
Commentarii Academiae Scientiarum Imperialis 
Petropolitanae, Tom. XIII. to, Petropoli. 


HE author of this diſſertation is already 

well known to the, learned world, from 
having produced ſo great a degree of artificial 
cold as to congeal quick-filver. In the eſſay 
now before us, he ſets out with obſerving, that 
the extremes of heat and cold are intirely inca- 
pable of being meaſured. He adds, that dif- 
ferent bodies in nature vary much with regard 
to the degree of heat they poſſeſs, but that 
living bodies, independent of their heat, as 
particles of matter, have an additional heat. 
This heat, he obſerves, is much varied in dif- 
ferent animals; but, for meaſuring all the 
varieties which occur in it, no other inſtrument 
is neceſſary, but a common thermometer. 


Our author, after mentioning that the ther- 
mometer which he employed, was that of De 
Ifle, but that he has reduced all his obſerva- 
tions to the correſpondent degrees in Fahren- 
heit's ſcale, as being more generally known, 

points 


* 
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points out ſeveral cautions which are neceſſary 
for accurate obſervations; particularly, that the 
thermometer be kept applied for, a ſufficient 
length of time ; and that, in examining tie 
height to which the mercury has ariſen, the 
eye be kept horizontal to it. 

With theſe precautions, he found that the 
heat of the human body is about 974 or 98 do- 
grees of Fahrenheit's thermometer ; and that 
this heat is nearly the fame in all ages and ſexes. 
Upon examining the heat of a calf, both by 
immerſing the thermometer into blood newly 
drawn, and by introducing it into an aperture 


of the abdomen, he found it at 104 degrees of 


Fahrenheit's thermometer. The heat of a pig 
he found to be the ſame with the calf; and that 
of a goat at 101 degrees. A thermometer 
placed between the thighs of a dog, pointed at 
100 or 101; to this he thinks two ſhould be 


added, as the difference betwixt the heat of the” 


ſurface, and that of the viſcera, which makes 
the heat of dogs 102 degrees. From theſe ex- 
periments it appears, that the heat of the 
human ſpecies was leſa than that of any qua- 
druped which he examined; but that cven 


the difference between the extremes was not 


very conſiderable, 
Among 
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Among birds, he found greater exceſs above 
the heat of the human body. The heat in the 
abdomen of a gooſe he found to be 1974+ It 
was the ſame in cocks, hens, ducks, pigeons, 
peacocks, pheaſants, and ſome others, In 
ſmaller birds, he found the heat 111 degrees, 
From theſe experiments it appears, that birds 
differ very little from each other in point of 


heat; but that all of them conſiderably exceed 
the human body. 


Upon examining a variety of thoſe fiſhes 
which have gills in place of lungs, Mr. Braun 
found, that they had no heat peculiar to them- 
ſelves, but ſoon aſſumed the temperature of the 
medium 1n which they were kept, even when 
immerſed in water of very different degrees of 
heat. But thoſe fiſhes which have lungs, he 
found, poſſeſſed nearly the ſame degree of heat 
as quadrvpeds. To the animals wanting native 
heat he alſo refers, frogs, inſets, and thoſe 
animals which ſleep during the winter, while 
they remain in a torpid ſtate. 

Having related theſe obſervations reſpect ing 
the hcat of men and other animals. in a ſtate of 
health, our author proceeds to obſerve, that in 
þoth at is greatly varied by diſeaſe. In fevers, he 
has in general obſerved the heat to be at 105, 
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6, 7, or 8 degrees in Fahrenheit's thermometer; 
and, even in the cold fit of fevers, two or three 
degrees above the natural ſtandard. 


The author next proceeds to inquire what 
degree of heat and cold men are capable of 
bearing. Upon this ſubject, he concludes, that 
the limits compatible with life are much diver- 
ſified from cuſtom and other circumſtances. 
He tells us that Richman in his baths could 


bear the heat at 125 degrees. That the com- 


mon heat of the Ruſſian baths is 105, and the 
greateſt 116 degrees ; that dogs when incloſed 
in baths, die at different degrees of heat, at 
115, 120, and 146; that fiſhes die at 111 de- 
grees, though with that heat frogs ſtill ſurvive. 
A ſparrow, he tells us, died in ſeven minutes 
when kept in a heat of 146 degrees. Birds of 
paſſage, according to our author, are able to 


bear extremes of cold ; and inſects, extremes 
both of heat and cold. 


Having related theſe obſervations, our author 
concludes the preſent eſſay with an inquiry con- 
cerning the theory of animal heat. He exa- 
mines particularly the opinions which ſuppoſe 
it owing to fermentation, electricity, and fric- 
tion. The two former he rejects as hypothe- 
tical and unſatisfactory, and thinks it may with 
juſtice be referred to the laſt, 
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VII. 


Experiences Chimiques ſur la Bile de Homme, et 


des Animaux, par M. Cadet. Vid. Hiſtoire de 
Academie Royale des Sciences, Année 1909, 
4to, Paris. 


PON examining human bile, Mr Cadet 
found, that, without being faetid, it 
exhaled a nauſeous and very diſagreeable ſmell. 
When expoſed in a retort to a moderate fire, 
it roſe in large bubbles, and paſſed almoſt 
entirely into the recipient; but when, by a 
very ſlow evaporation, it was deprived of its 
air, it furniſhed, on diſtillation, a conſiderable 
quantity of water, a little volatile alkali, and 
much animal oil. Spirit of ſalt poured upon 
it produced a ſlight efferveſcence. This hav- 
ing ſubſided, the mixture was filtrated and 
diluted with diſtilled water ; it then formed a 
tranſparent liquor of a beautiful green colour, 
Upon evaporating this liquor ſlowly, it yielded 
a ſaline pellicle, which being dried, mixed 
with quick-lime, and moiſtened with water, 
gave a very pungent ſmell of volatile alkali. 
This, in the opinion of Mr Cadet, proves 
the 
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the pellicle to have been a true ſal ammoniac, 
formed by the marine acid which was added 
to the bile, and a volatile alkali which the bile 
itlelt contained. 


In proſecuting this inquiry, Mr Cadet was 
reduced to the neceſſity of ufing ox bile, as 
he could not obtain human bile in ſafhcient 
quantity. 


Upon mixing the marine acid with twenty— 
four times its weight of ox bile, a coagulation 
inſued, and a ſenſible odour of hepar ſulphuris 
exhaled; but, in the ſpace of a few minutes, 
this coagulum diſſolved, and paſſed eaſily 
through gray paper: but there remained on 
the paper a whitiſh gelatinous matter, which 
had floated on the ſurface of the fluid. This 
appeared to be a ſubſtance purely animal, and, 
upon being burnt, gave the ſame ſmell as horn 
would have done. The filtrated liquor was of 
a bcautiful green colour, and gave, upon eva- 
poration, a precipitate reſembling pitch. This 
colour, however, depended upon the continuity 
of parts; for paper or white wood immerſed 


into it, were tinged of a green colour. This 


precipitate appeared under the finger like ſoft 
wax, and took eafiiy the impreſſion of a feal. 


The 
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The liquor from which it was depoſited, upon 
ſtanding, loſt its green colour, and aſſumed a 
vellow, reſembling ſmall beer. To the taſte it 
was very acid, and the ſenſible qualities of the 
falt, which had been employed, could eafily be 
diſtinguiſhed. When poured upon chalk, it 
produced a very briſk efferveſcence, from which 
Mr Cadet concluded that the acid was ſtill free.” 
Upon the addition of new bile, the ſame phac- 
nomena were produced as at firſt took place, 
By a ſecond evaporation of the liquor, a white 
ſalt, in the form of ſmall needles, was obtained; 
Being poured off from any reſiduum, and again 
evaporated; a pellicle of brown ſalt was formed, 
which had the taſte of common ſalt, decrepitated 
in the fire; and in every reſpect appeared to be 
common falt rendered brown by an oily part 
which it obſtinately retained. This laſt, Mr 
Cadet imagines, was formed by the marine acid 
which he employed, joined to an alkali before 
exiſting in the bile. In theſe experiments, he 
alſo diſcovered cryſtals, of the figure of tra- 
pezia, reſembling ſugar of milk, 


The next experiments our author made, were 
with the nitrous acid ; but the weather being 
intenſely cold, the bile which was brought him 
for theſe experiments was in a frozen ſtate ; ſo 
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that he was obliged to cut the gall-bladder, in 
order to get it out. The ſerum of the bile he 
found formed into thin flakes of ice, without 
colour, ſmell, or taſte. The other part ſeemed 
to have acquired a conſiſtence thicker only than 
ordinary bile. In this ſtate, it was put into a 
glaſs veſſel; ſpirit of nitre was then poured 
upon it, which, by agitation, gradually ac- 
quired a red colour approaching to violet. But, 
as the ice. melted, it became by degrees of a 
grey colour ; at this Mr Cadet was ſurprized. 
He ſuſpected, however, it might ariſe from the 
ice being ſuddenly melted ; and, upon repeat- 
ing the experiment more ſlowly, the mixture 
took a beautiful green colour, 


This liquor, upon being filtrated, left the ſame 
gelatinous ſubſtance, upon the paper, as in the 
former experiment, in which the marine acid had 
been uſed, When the nitrous acid was mixed 
with the bile, a nauſeous diſagreeable ſmellaroſe; 
not, however, like that of heparſulphuris, which 
was obſerved in the former caſe. The author is 
of opinion, that the ſmell in the firſt experi— 
ment might have been owing to a beginning 
putreſcency in the bile ; which in this caſe was 
prevented, from its being frozen. 


This liquor, upon evaporation, gave no reſi- 
nous precipitate, as in the firſt experiment. On 
the 
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Y the contrary, there aroſe to the ſurface a yellow : 
” refinous ſubſtance which felt ſoft to the touch, 
. and adhered to the fingers, if they were not wet. 
” This liquor appeared of a beautiful yellow ci- 


tron colour. The abſence of green Mr Cadet 
aſcribes to a ſubtile phlogiſton, being, in this 
4 caſe, carried off from the bile by the nitrous acid, 
4 which he imagines had eſcaped the marine acid 
| 1 in the firſt experiment. 

* 
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This liquor was very acid and very tranſpa- 
rent. When evaporated in a glaſs veſſel to one 
— third, it yielded quadrangular cryſtals. Upon 
continuing the evaporation, there aroſe more of 
the yellow refinous ſubſtance ;z and the liquor, 
upon being allowed to cool, yielded new qua- 


| ® Urangular cryſtals, and another ſalt of the form 
= 4 of needles, which adhered ſtrongly to the ſides 
; Y of the veſſel. 

A The quadrangular ſalt here found, our au- 
. = thor alledges, was true quadrangular nitre, 
a bY formed by the nitrous acid which was added to 
; XX thebile, and the baſe of marine ſalt exiſting in 
5 WT it. He ſuppoſes that the common ſalt which is 
. * | contained in our aliment, is decompoſed in the 


s ME Þody; that the acid joins a volatile alkali there 
preſent; and that the baſe, becoming free, unites 


4s ol itſelf with the animal oil, to form this ſpecics 
= of ſoap, called bile. 
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After this, Mr Cadet dried ſome bile ; upon 
calcining it, he found that it gave a ſmell like 
hepar ſulphuris; and the aſhes being waſhed 
vielded a ſalt, perfectly reſembling that which 
1s got from the ſea plant Kali. This ſalt was 
ſaturated with vitriolic acid; and the mixture, 
upon cryſtallization, yielded a fine glauber ſalt, 
which our author conſiders as a farther proof, 


that the baſe of common ſalt is always preſent 
in the bile. 


From theſc experiments, Mr Cadet concludes, 
1//, That the bile, having undergone a begin- 
ning putrefaction, yields a volatile alkali, which 
probably does not exiſt in the animal body, 
and that this volatile alkali will form, with the 
marine acid, a kind of ſal ammoniac. 

2dly, That the mineral acids, at firſt, coagu- 
late the bile, but afterwards render it ſuffici- 
ently fluid to paſs through gray paper, which 
it will not naturally do. a 


1 24ly, That the needle-like ſalts, which he 
k found, are produced by the combination of the 
| acids with a calcarcous earth preſent in the bile, 
and are true ſelenites. To theſe our author 
aſcribes the origin of biliary concretions. 


4, That the cryſtals which he obſerved 


of the form of trapezia, differ very little from 
ſugar of milk. 
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And, finally, That the bile is a true ſoap, 
formed of an animal oil, and the alkaline baſe 
of ſea ſalt; that it contains allo a ſalt of the 
nature of milk ; and a calcareous earth, which 
is ſlightly ferruginous. 

The author thinks it probable, that theſe two 
laſt principles, together with the nature of the 
oil, are the cauſes of the bitterneſs and colour 
which the bile poſſeſſes; and which are not 
found in ordinary ſoap. 
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VIII. 


An Analyſis of the Chalybeate Waters of Briſtol, 
ia Penſylvania, in two Letters from Dr John 
de Normandie of Briſtol, addreſſed io Dr 
Thomas Bonde, one of the Vice-Preſidents 
of the American Philoſophical Society, held at 
Philadelphia. Vid. Tranſactious of the Ame- 
rican Philoſophical Society, Vol. I. 4to, Phi- 
ladelphia. | 


N theſe letters the author endeavours to aſ- 


certain the principles with which the waters 
of Briſtol in Penſylvania are impregnated, and 


to point out the purpoſes to which they can 
be applied in the cure of diſcaſes. The firſt 
letter contains ſeven experiments, from which 
our author concludes, that the water he de- 
{ſcribes contains, in its natural ſtate, a large 
proportion of iron diſſolyed in pure water, by 
means of an acid. The effects which follow 
from drinking it, he alledges, are the follow- 
ing. It quickens the pulſe; excites an agree- 
able warmth in the ſtomach ; promotes the 


appetite ; 
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appetite ; and occaſions a flow of ſpirits and 
great chearfulneſs. 


The ſccond letter contains nine experiments. 
From the firſt fire of theſe, our author draws 
the ſame concluſions with regard to the prin- 
ciples of the waters, as before. From the 
ſixth, he concludes, that they contain a ſmall 
portion of a neutral ſalt; from the ſeventh and 
eighth, that they are impregnated with ſul- 
phur; and from the ninth, that they tend to 
an alkaline nature. In this letter, he adds, 
that they act as a quick diuretic; that, at firſt 
drinking, they generally prove cathartics and 
always tinge the excrements black; that, from 
the ſtate of the ſtomach, they ſometimes Prove 
emetic; that, in ſome caſes, they produce a 
momentary intoxication ; and that they com- 
municate an immediate ſtrength and vigour to 
the whole ſyſtem. 


From theſe effects, our author alledges it 
might reaſonably be concluded, that they would 


be highly beneficial in many diſcaſes. But, as a 


farther teſt of their utility, he ſubjoins ten caſes, 
in which he employed them with advantage. 


From theſe he concludes, that they are a ſafe 
and active chalybeate ; and that they may be 
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employed with particular advantage in old ob- 
ſtinate ulcers; in inveterate rheumatiſms ; in 
violent coughs, even when attended with heCtic 
complaints; and in all nervous diſorders arifing 
from relaxation. 


IX, 


A Caſe of Tetanus and Locked Faw, cured by 
amazing quantities of Opium; by Dr Archi- 

bald Gloſter of St John's, Antigua: commus 

nicated to John Morgan, M. D. and F. R. S. 
Sc. and by him laid before the American Phi- 
loſopbical Society. Wide Tranſactions of the 
American Philoſophical Society, Vol. I. gta, 
Philadelphia. 


HE ſubject of this caſe was a Negro, 

1 forty years of age. He was ſeized with 
tetanus from imprudent expoſure to night-air, 
after having ſuffered exceſſive heat in the day- 
time. Dr Gloſter ſaw him the ſecond day after 
the attack, at which time his ſymptoms were 
very ſevere He immediately had recourſe to 
opium, which was given to the quantity of five 
grains 
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grains every third hour, in a powder, conjoined 
with, contrayerva, camphor, and nitre. The 
doſe of the opium was afterwards much in- 
creaſed. It was united with cinnabar and 
muſk, and at laſt given to the extent of twenty 
grains every third hour, For the firſt fix days 
he continued without any relief; after this, his 
ſymptoms began gradually to abate, and, in 
thirteen days longer, were ſo much diminiſhed, 
that it was thought unneceſſary to continue his 
medicines. During the courſe of this diſeaſe, 
beſides the powders with opium, Dr Gloſter 
employed baths, fomentations, liniments, clyſ- 
ters, and friction. It is very remarkable that, 
during the firſt ſeventeen days, after this patient 
pegan the opium, he took fifteen hundred 
grains of it without producing any diſturbance 
in his mind, or the leaſt affection of his head; 
and, during all this time, ſlept extremely little. 
The author farther obſerves, that the opium 
was, to appearance, good; and, when given 
in common doſes, had the uſual effects of 
opium, in every other inſtance. 
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X. 


An Account of the Effects of the Siramonium, or 
Thorn-Apple. By Benjamin Ruſh, M. D. 
Profeſſor of Chemiſtry in the College of 
Philadelphia. Vide Tranſactions of the Ame- 
rican Philoſophical Society, Vol. I, 4to, Phi- 
ladelphia. 


R RUSH was called to a child, be- 
tween three and four years of age, which 

he found affected with a violent fever, delirium, 
tremors in her limbs, and a general eruption 
on her ſkin, accompanied with conſiderable 
ſwelling, itching, and inflammation. After 
trying ſome remedies in vain, he had at length 
reaſon to ſuſpect that her complaints might 
proceed from having ſwallowed ſome ſeeds of 
the thorn- apple. Upon this he gave her an 
emetic, which operated briſkly, without bring- 
ing away any thing but phlegm. A purgative, 
however, of oleum ricini, and ſweet oil, brought 
away a great number of the ſeeds. It was re- 
peated for ſeveral days ſucceſſively, with the 
ſame effect, and conſiderable relief; but, from 
the continuance of the complaints, he ſuſpected 
that 


COMMENTARTIES. 75 


that ſome ſeeds were ſtill lodged in the ſtomach. 
He had recourſe, therefore, to ſtronger emetics 
than the firſt. One of theſe brought up above 
eighty ſeeds, and another above twenty more. 
Upon this, all her complaints vaniſhed, and 
in a few days ſhe was perfectly well. 


From this caſe, the author deduces two 
obſervations : He is of opinion that it proves, 
1//, That a wonderful connection ſubſiſts be- 
tween the ſurface of the body and the alimen- 
tary canal. zy, That emetics, when given to 
evacuate the contents of the ſtomach, although 
they operate briſkly, may not always be 
attended with the defired effect. 
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XI. 


Diſſertatio Medica Jnauguralis, de Ziuco, ejuſque 
Florum Uſu Medico, Obſervationibus confirmato. 
Auctore Jacobo Hart. 4to, Lugd. Bat. 


N this diſſertation, the author propoſes to 
confirm the medical virtues aſcribed to the 
flowers of zinc, by Dr Gaubius in his Adver- 
ſaria. His obſervations on this ſubject are 
divided into three chapters. In the firſtof theſe, 
he treats of the nature and origin of zinc in 
general ; in the ſecond, of the preparation and 
properties of its flowers; and, in the third, of 
their uſe in medicine, principally when taken 
internally, 


He ſects out with obſerving, that zinc is a 
ſemi-metal ſi generis, endowed with properties 
ſufficient to diſtinguiſh it from every other. It 
has been divided, from the places in which it 
was found, into the German and Indian. But 
he obſerves, that it is alſo to be met with in 
many other countries. With regard to the 
origin of zinc, our author obſerves that it is 
moſt commonly obtained from the Lapis Cala- 
minaris, or Cadmia. On this account, Dr 


Gaubius 


Py 
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Gaubius has affixed the genericname of Cadmia 
to all the minerals in which zinc is found in 
its native ſtate, Theſe he has diſtributed into 
five ſpecies, in his collection of minerals. 
1. Cadmia calciformis. 2. Cadmia vitreſcens. 
3. Cadmia micacea, 4. Cadmia metallica. 
5. Cadmia fornacum. Our author preſents us 
with a ſhort deſcription of each of theſe, and 
an account of the places in which they are prin- 
cipally found. He next enumerates the prin- 
cipal properties of zinc as a metal, and the 
marks by which it may be diſtinguiſhed from 
biſmuth and antimony, the ſubſtances with 
which it is moſt apt to be confounded. But, 
for a particular account of its natural hiſtory, 
he refers his readers to Geoffroy, Hellot, Ma- 


louin, Pott, Margraff, and others, who have 
treated of it at great length. 


In the ſecond chapter, our author treats of 
the flowers of zinc, of the method of preparing 
them, and of their properties. Theſe flowers, 


he obſerves, are the proper metallic earth of 


the zinc, deprived of its phlogiſton. They are 
obtained in ſublimation, either by the addition 
of other bodies to the zinc, or by the force of 
fire alone, without any addition. The author 
deſcribes, from Dr Gaubius, the moſt ſimple 


proceſs 
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' proceſs for obtaining them in the laſt of theſe 
ways. Care muſt be taken, he obſerves, that 
the fire be not too ſtrong ; that free communi-# 
cation be allowed with the external air, but that 
all quick motion in it be guarded againſt ; and 
that, in removing the flowers, none of the crude 
metal be taken up along with them. Theſe 
flowers, when properly prepared, are whitiſh 
coloured, to the touch ſaponaceous, without 
either ſmell or taſte, and ſpecifically lighter than 
Zinc itſelf. In the fire they are fixed, the only 
influence it exerts upon them being that of 
changing their colour from a whitiſh to a 
yellowiſh caſt, They are diſſolved by all acids, 
but not by water or oil. From theſe proper- 
ties, Dr Hart concludes, that the flowers of zinc 
differ very widely from arſenic, although ſome 
have ſuppoſed them to be much of the ſame 
nature ; that they agree more with abſorbent 
earths, but differ from them in ſtill retaining 
the principle of zinc; and that they are the 
real earthy principle, which, properly united 
with phlogiſton, conſtitutes zinc. 


This chapter is concluded with ſome obſer- 
vations on Nihil or Pompholyx, which Dr 
Hart imagines differs nothing from the flowers 
of zinc, He adviſes, however, that for medical 

purpoſes, 
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purpoſes, the flowers of zinc ſhould always be 


employed; as genuine nihil is rarely to be 
*met with in the ſhops. 


In the third chapter, Dr Hart treats of the 
uſe of the flowers of zinc in medicine. He 
obſerves, that they have long been uſed exter- 
nally, principally for inflammations of the eyes 
from acrid lymph; but that they had n&ver 
been adviſed internally by any one, except 
Glauber, till Dr Gaubius diſcovered them to be 
the remedy employed by the famous empiric 
T.uddemannus, under the title of luna fixata. 
After this he exhibited them, with ſucceſs, 
in the cure of convulfive and ſpaſmodic 
diſeaſes. Dr Hart imagines that in the cure 
of theſe diſeaſes, they operate upon two prin- 
ciples, either as abſorbents, or as poſſeſſing a 
peculiar ſpecific power; but, whatever may be 
their mode of operation, he obſerves, that there 
can be no doubt with regard to their antiſpaſ- 
modic powers ; to confirm which, he here ſub- 
Joins ſeven caſes in which they were uſed, 


The firſt caſe Dr Hart relates, 1s that of a 
girl ſeventeen years of age, who, from a fright, 
was ſeized with convulſive and ſpaſmodic affec- 
tions, which were ſucceeded by tremors of her 


\ * * 
whole body, particularly the inferior extremitics. 
This 
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This diſeaſe, our author obſerves, might juſtly 
be termed a flight chorea ſancti Viti. On the 
ſixth day after the attack of this complaint, 
ſhe was put upon the flowers of zinc, four 
grains of which were divided into fix powders; 
of theſe powders, three were directed to be 
taken every day. From ufing them, her ſymp- 
toms were conſiderably diminiſhed, without 
any uneaſineſs being produced. This ſucceſs 
encouraged Dr Van Docveren, who treated the 
caſe, to encreaſe the doſe. To two drachms of 
ſngar, therefore, finely powdered, he added 
twelve grains of the flowers of zinc, and had 
it divided into as many powders, Three of 
theſe powders were ordered to be taken every 
day : By the time they were finiſhed, her com- 
plaints were entirely gone. 


Some months after, this paticnt, from a ſud- 
den fright, was again ſeized with her former 
complaints; but, upon taking four grains of 
the flowers of zinc, divided into ten powders, 
they were periectly removed. 


The two next caſes fell under the obſervation 
of Dr. Gaubius, ſince the publication of his Ad- 
verſaria, and are delivered by our author in the 
words of Dr Gaubius himſelf. The firft is, the 

caſe 
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caſe of a boy about four years of age, who la- 
boured under a real epilepſy, ſuſpected to be 
hereditary, as his grandfather was much af— 
fected with that diſeaſe, and three children of 
the ſame family had died of it. After many 
other remedies had been tried in vain, Dr Gau- 
bius ordered him the flowers of zinc; theſe he 
took to the quantity of one grain twice a- day; 
and, from the uſe of them, was perfectly re- 
covered. 


The ſecond caſe by Dr Gaubius, is that of a 
man about fifty years of age, who, from a 
high degree of vexation, was thrown into ſuch 

violent convulſions, as to be threatened with 
immediate ſuffocation. Upon a vein being 
opened, and other remedies adminiſtred, the 
fit, at that time, went off; but, in about two 
weeks after, it returned with as great violence 
as before, and attacked him even twice in one 
night. To this patient, a grain of the flowers 
of zinc was given every two hours ; after this, 
he had no return of his fits. Dr Gaubius fare 
ther obſerves, that he has uſed the flowers of 
Zinc, in caſes of chincough, of hyſteric hic- 
cough, and of the ſpaſmus cynicus. He adds, 
that they frequently did more than any other 
Vol. I. F medicine; 
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medicine; but that they were by no means 
ſucceſsful in every caſe. 


The fourth caſe which is here related, is one 
which was treated by our author himſelf. A 
woman, thirty-two years of age, was, from a 
fright, ſeized with convulſions and ſpaſms at- 
tacking different parts of her body. After try- 
ing other remedies in vain, recourſe was had to 


the flowers of zinc. Of this remedy ſhe took. 


five grains a-day, in doſes of one grain each. 
From the time ſhe began the medicine, her 
convulſions gradually diminiſhed, and in four 
days ceaſed entirely. Still, however, ſhe was 
affected with headach, though leſs violent than 
before; and, upon continuing the medicine a 
tew days longer, this alſo entirely ceaſed. 


The three laſt caſes here narrated were com- 


municated to our author, by Dr Stolte. 


To a girl of twelve years of age, who la- 
boured under a convulfive diſeaſe, greatly re- 
ſembling epilepſy, a grain of the flowers of 
Zinc was ordered to be given every morning. 
After the ſecond doſe, her ſpaſms were conſi- 


derably decreaſed, and, after the fourth, were 
intirely gone. 


To 
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To a girl, ſeventeen years of age, labouring 
under a ſimilar diſorder, the zinc was admini- 


ſtred in the ſame doſes. After the ſecond doſe, 
her complaints were a good deal abated ; and, 
by the time ſhe had continued it twenty morn- 
ings, they entirely ceaſed, _ 

A boy, fifteen years of age, from a ſudden 
fright, was ſeized with moſt direful affections 
of the nervous ſyſtem. Fear, anger, weep- 
ing, laughing, ſinging, hiccups, barking, trem- 
blings, convulſions, and tetanus followed each 
other in quick ſucceſſion. After other reme- 
dies had been tried in vain, Dr Stolte pre- 
ſcribed the flowers of Zinc. The boy took a 
grain of this every day for two months with 
remarkable relief, although it did not produce 
a perfect cure. After finiſhing the narration 
of theſe caſes, our author concludes with ob- 
ſerving, that if, from more numerous trials, 
the utility of this medicine be till farther con- 
firmed by others, it will not only afford him 
great pleaſure, but be an inducement to him 
hereafter to work upon the ſame ſubject. 
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XI. 


Bibliotbeca Medicinae et Hiſtoriae Naturalis, auc- 
tore Alberto von Haller, in ſupremo ſenatu rei- 
publicae Bernenſis ducentum viro, Sc. Sc. 4to, 
Tom. 1. 2. London. 


E are here preſented with the firſt part 
of a large and what will unqueſtion- 
ably be a uſeful work. Dr Haller intends to 
give an hiſtorical account of all the books 
hitherto written on the different branches of 
medicine and natural hiſtory, and to offer his 
opinion with regard to their merit. About 


twenty years ago he publiſhed an edition of 


Boerhaave's method of ſtudying phyſic ; to 
which he added very large notes. Theſe notes 
were, in ſome reſpects, fimilar to the work 
which he has now undertaken. There, how- 
ever, he laboured under a great diſadvantage, 
from being obliged to follow the plan of an- 
other writer. In this work, the order which he 
propoſes to follow, is, , to give an account 
of the books written on botany ; next on ana- 
tomy; then on ſurgery; afterwards on the prac- 
tice of phyſic; and, laſtly, on thoſe branches 


of 
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of philoſophy moſt intimately connected with 
medicine, 


Of this work two volumes only are yet 
publiſhed. In theſe, the author completes his 
account of the books on botany. Dr Haller 
has claſſed the botanic writers according to the 
periods at which they wrote. He has divided 
this part into ten books, eight of which are in 
the firſt volume, and two in the ſecond. Each 
book contains an account of the writings of a 
claſs of botaniſts. The botaniſts, whoſe writ- 
ings are treated of in the firſt book, Dr Haller 
terms, the Auctores Graeci, Under this title 
are comprehended all the botaniſts, from the 
earlieſt period of the ſcience, to the days of 
Nicolaus Alexandrinus. This book, therefore, 
contains an account of the writings of all the 
ancient eminent botaniſts, both Greek and Ro- 
man. An account of the writings of the Ara- 
| bian botaniſts is the ſubject of the ſecond book. 
Few authors of note are comprehended under 
this period. The general character which Dr 
Haller gives of them is, that they did little 
more than copy Dioſcorides, whom they never 
underſtood, He remarks, that they were en- 
tirely ignorant of the Latin authors, and that, 


although the works of Pliny were tranflated 
x. into 
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into Arabian, he has never been able to find 
him cited by any of them. 


Of ſtill leſs eminence are the authors whoſe 
writings are treated of in the ſecond book, 
Theſe Dr Haller terms the Arabiſtae, as being 
mere compilers from the former claſs. With 
the fall of the Roman empire in the Weſt, the 
arts and ſciences were alſo ruined. The only 
remains of learning were preſerved among 
the monks, who, from their laws and inſtitu- 
tions, were ſo ſhut up in cloyſters, that they had 
no opportunity of conſulting nature. Hence, it 
is not ſurpriſing that they did little more than 
copy the Arabians and Galen. : 


In the fifteenth century, ſciences in general 
began to be revived in Europe. With this 
period Dr Haller begins that claſs of botaniſts 
whom he terms the Inſtauratores; under which 
title he includes all the botaniſts till about the 
middle of the ſixteenth century. Of their writ- 
ings we have an account in the fourth book. 
The next claſs of botanic writers Dr Haller 
terms the Inventores. To this claſs are referred 
thoſe botaniſts who flouriſhed from the middle 
of the ſixteenth, till about the beginning of the 
ſeventeenth century. The authors of whoſe 
writings we have an account in the ſixth book, 

are 
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are termed the Collectores, under which title are 
comprehended the botaniſts for a period of 
about thirty years after the cloſe of the ſixteenth 
century. At the head of this liſt ſtand the 
Banbins, whoſe merit, according to our author, 
well intitles them to begin a period in botany. 
After this, Dr Haller diſtinguiſhes his periods 
by the names of eminent botaniſts, and, in the 
ſeventh book, gives us an account of the writ- 
gs in botany which were publiſhed from the 
period of the Bauhins, to the time of Ray, 
whoſe firſt work appeared in the year 1660. 
The eighth book, which-concludes the firſt vo- 
lume, contains an account of the botanic writ- 
ings, from the firſt publicationby Ray, till the 
time of Tournefort. During the former period, 
botany had been greatly retarded by the wars 
in which Europe was engaged, and the poverty 
to which it was reduced. During this period, 
from the reſtoration of peace, the eſtabliſhment 
of academies and of public gardens, its pro- 
greſs was great and rapid. 


Dr Haller begins his ninth book with an 
account of the writings of Tournefort, whoſe 
firſt attempts in the botanic way appeared in 
the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences 
at Paris, in the year 1692. In this'book, he 

F 4 gives 


* — 4 — * „ — o_ . ** * 
- * = — 
— — >.” ——— 8 — - - nada? 4. 4 
»'% _ * . 


e T3 OO 
- <a 
-” ” i. with et 
» 2 w 


4s MOMS ly . POR NT 
- 
XY . 8 — 


—ͤ—ũ—4ꝛ —äb 


* 
—— 


— —— 99 4 * —— — 


„% —— ——— > — - 


88 E DIS AI. 


gives an account of all the botanical publica- 
tions, from the period at which it commences, 


till the time of Linnaeus, who firſt publiſhed 
on botany in the year 1732. The writings of 
thoſe botaniſts who publiſhed from that date, 


till the year 1772, are the ſubject of the tenth 
book, which concludes the Bibliotheca Bo- 
tanica, 


From what has already appeared of this 
work, it muſt, when completed, be highly 
uſeful, as it will afford a full view of all the 
aſſiſtance which can be had in ſtudying any 
medical ſubject, From its nature, however, 
it does not admit of being abridged ; and it 
might be ſuppoſed, ſcarcely to fall under the 
plan of a work, the purpoſe of which is, to 
colle& diſcoveries and improvements. Bur, 
even the ſhort account here given of it may 
afford ſome ſatisfaction to thoſe who have had 
no opportunity of ſeeing the work itſelf, 
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Medical Obſervations. 
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I. 


An uncommon Tumour on the Thigh, ſucceſsfully 
extirpated, by Dr Ifaac Hall, Phyſician at 
Peterſburgh in Virginia, communicated to Dr 
Duncan, 


Woman aged 46, about ſeven months 
A ago, firſt diſcovered a ſmall hard tumour 
below the {kin on the outſide of her right thigh. 
It increaſed gradually, till it felt to be about the 
ſize of a pigeon's egg. Its growth then ſeemed 
to ſtop for ſeveral weeks. During this time 
it occaſioned no pain, nor any kind of unea- 
ſineſs, and appeared to be quite detached from 
the muſcles and the common integuments. 
While it was in this ſtate, it unfortunately re- 
ceived a blow, which was followed by conſider- 
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able pain fhooting upwards and downwards 
along the thigh, and by ſome degree of inflam- 
mation. After this it increaſed quickly in ſize, 
and ſeemed to be entirely fixed in its place. 
The ſkin over it grew red and tenſe, and the 
pain became daily more intolerable. Some ho- 
neſt neighbours, imagining it to be a common 
boil, adviſed, that ſuch ſubſtances ſhould be 
applied to it as they thought would bring it ſoon 
to ſuppuration. Accordingly, turpentine, united 
with ſome other ingredients, was uſed for this 
purpoſe. This application had ſoon the deſired 
effect; the ſkin over the tumour was immedi- 
ately broken. But, inſtead of well concocted 
pus in a large quantity, nothing was diſcharged 
but a little thin foetid ichor. And, from the 
bottom of the ulcer thus formed, a ſubſtance 
reſembling fungous fleſh, but in its colour 
rather more black, began to ſprout up. This 
grew very faſt, and every thing which the know- 
ledge of common people could ſuggeſt with 
a view of checking it, upon trial, proved in- 

effectual. In about five months it increaſed to 
| ſuch a degree, that the excreſcence which could 
be ſeen raifed above the ſkin would, it was ima- 
gined, have weighed four or five pounds, Till 
this time, ſhe hag enjoyed tolerable health ; her 


menſes, 
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menſes, and other evacuations, continuing regu- 
lar as uſual. But, the ſtate of her complaint 
now confining her cloſely to the houſe, ſhe be- 
came ſomewhat low-ſpirited. This was fol- 
lowed by ſlight paroxyſms of a hectic fever; 
loſs of appetite; want of reſt; and other ſymp- 


toms threatning danger. All her relations be- - 


ganthento think herin imminent hazard, Asno 
medical aſſiſtance was at hand, they applied to 
a practitioner who lived at a conſiderable diſ- 
' tance, He, at that time, happened to be ſo 
much indiſpoſed, that he could not go to ſee her; 
but he defired that ſhe might be ſent to him, | 
which was accordingly done. Upon examining 
the fize of the excreſcence, and conſidering its 


nature, he aſſured her relations, that he durſt 


not attempt extirpating it, as he was convinced 
a hemorrhage would neceſſarily follow the 
operation, which ſhe could not ſurvive. She 
was therefore fent home again, with the melan- 
choly proſpect of certain death, at the end of a 
painful, and, perhaps, tedious illneſs. 


While ſhe was in this ſituation, I was ſent 
for to give my opinion concerning her com- 
plaint. When I examined the excreſcence, I 
did not apprehend fo great danger from taking 
it off as had been repreſented, I was informed 

that 
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that an attempt had been made to remove 
it by a ligature; but that it gave her ſuch 
excruciating pain as ſhe was unable to endure. 
I therefore dropt all hopes of ſucceeding by 
that means, and reſolved to truſt to the 
knife alone. When | declared this to be my 
opinion, it at the fame time brought me under 
the neceſſity of performing the operation. It 
was a piece of plain diſſection, and the he- 
morrhage by no means conſiderable. I found 
it neceſſary to ſtop two blood- veſſels only, by 
means of the needle. When the tumour was 
entirely removed, the wound upon the thigh 
was about five inches broad, and of an oval 
figure. The tumour itſelf was fimilar in ap- 
pearance to the lungs, infarcted with blood, 
in the ſtate in which they may be ſeen on diſſec- 
tion in peripneumonic caſes, It extended over 
2 much larger compaſs than its baſe, and bore 
a faint reſemblance to a muſhroom ; but its 
ſurface and fides were very uneven and irre- 
gular I drefled the wound with dry lint, and 
did not remove the dreſſings for two days. 
When I then examined it, I found that two 
protuberances, each about the ſize of a ſmall 
nut, had grown near half an inch above the 
ſurface of the wound. This much diſcouraged 

me, 
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me, as it threatened a renewal of the excre- 
ſcence. I applied the mere. praccip. rub. to 
theſe protuberances; but it had no effect in re- 
ducing them. 1 had then recourſe to burnt 
alum; but the pain it occaſioned was ſo great, 
that ſhe was unable to endure it. But, as it 
ſeemed to have the deſired effect, I was un- 
willing to relinquiſh its uſe. I therefore delayed 
the dreſſings till bed-time; and, when I applied 
the alum, I gave her, at the ſame time, an opiate 


in a full doſe. By theſe means ſhe was ſenfible 


of little pain, and commonly ſlept well; while, 
at the ſame time, the alum had the deſired effect 
in leſſening the protuberances. When! left her, 
they were much diminiſhed, though not entirely 
gone. But, I am ſince informed, that they are 
ſcarce obſervable, and that the wound is healing 
faſt. Before the operation, I ordered her ſome 
Peruvian bark, which ſhe continued to take 
for ſome time after it. Her hectic ſymptoms 
are now entirely gone; and, excepting the ſmall 
part of the wound in her thigh, which till 
remains to be ſkinned over, ſhe is, in every 
reſpect, in perfect health, | 
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The Caſe of a Woman who ſpit up, from her Iungs, 
a great Quantity of pure Bile, by the late Dr 
Thomas Simſon, Profeſſor of Medicine in the 


Univerſity of St Andrew's, communicated to 
Dr Monro. | 


X ulcer, either in the lungs, liver, or 

diaphragm, 1s always attended with great 
danger. In what ſtate then muſt that perſon 
be, who has all the three affected at the ſame 
time, and in the worſt manner? The following 
caſe, however, affords an example of a perſon 
thus affected being perfectly recovered. 

In the beginning of June, 1756, Margaret 
Falconer, a woman about thirty years of age, 
applied for my advice. Six years before that, 
when engaged in hard work, ſhe was feized 
with a violent pain in her right fide, about the 
middle of the falſe ribs. This was attended 
with a ſevere cough, of which ſhe had ſeldom 
been free fince that time. Not long before 
I was conſulted, upon riding ſeveral miles on 
horſeback againſt the wind, ſhe was ſeized 

: with 
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with a fit of coughing particularly ſevere, and 
expectorated ſome pieces of knotty, coagulated, 
yellow coloured matter, reſembling the yolk of 
an egg hard roaſted, After this, her pain and 
dreathleſſneſs were for ſome time conſiderably 
reheved, A few days before I was ſent for, 
upon ſome violent motion, matter fimilar to 
the former was again expectorated. When I 
firſt viſited her, ſhe was conſtantly diſcharging 
by her mouth a great quantity of pure bile. 
This ſhe ſpit up with very little cough, and ſo 
eafily, that I had ſome doubt whether it came 
from the lungs or ſtomach ; I was particularly 
inclined to the latter opinion, from her having 
fome tendency to vomit. To determine this, I or- 
dered her a doſe of Glauber's ſalt; but there was 
no appearance of bile in the ſtools ſhe had from 
it, although, at this time, ſhe was diſcharging it 
in mouthfuls of a deep yellow colour, and of 
a ſtrong bitter taſte. This diſcharge was ſo con- 
ſtant, that ſhe could fleep but little in the 


night. I then ordered her to be bound as tight 


round the region of the liver as ſhe could eafily 
bear, and to drink plentifully every day of 
HartfeW-ſpaw-water. This courſe ſhe conti- 
nued for three weeks, without any relief, diſ- 
charging every day not lefs than three pounds 
of 
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* 


of bile. In this ſituation, I put her upon Pe- 
ruvian bark. In eight days, this had ſuch an 


effect upon her ſpitting, that ſhe did not diſ- 


charge above eight ounces in the courſe of 
twenty-four hours. But the matter which ſhe 
ſpit up ſtill continued to be ropey, bitter, 
frothy, and of a deep yellow colour. On this 
diminution of the diicharge, I ordered her to 
drink ſalt-water; which, after three days, 
forced a purging of bilious foetid watery ſtuff. 
This purging continued for ſome days, al- 
though ſhe drank no more of the water, By 
the time it ceaſed, ſhe was almoſt entirely free 
both of ſpitting and cough. After this, ſhe ſlept 


well in the night, and gradually recovered her 
former ſtrength. 


From confidering the above caſe, I am in- 


clined to believe, that, in this woman, the 


liver, diaphragm, and lungs were coherent and 
ulcerated. The Peruvian bark probably con- 
tributed to ſtraiten the paſſage betweenthe lungs 
and liver, in which the greateſt ulceration 
ſeemed to have taken place. By this means it 
gave an opportunity to the ſea-water to force a 
paſſage for the bile into the inteſtines, by the 
common duct, which had been obſtructed, 
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Huacture of the Skull, with the loſs of part of 
the Subſtance of the Brain, cured by Dr Ro- 
bert Maclagan, at Coaltulach 5 communicated 
10 Dr Hope. 


J AST ſummer, in the middle of June, I 

was called to ſee a boy about ten years of 
age, who had been gored in the head by a bull. 
One of the bull's horns had entered about half 
an inch below the upper part of the right tem- 
poral bone, and raiſeda piece of the ſkull, about 
two inches in length, and an inch in breadth, 
which conſiſted of part of the parictal and tem- 
poral bones of the right fide. The dura and 
pia mater were both torn. This I eaſily diſco- 
vered, although the integuments were ſwelled, 
by introducing a probe, the end of which 
brought out part of the ſubſtance of the brain. 
Several ſplinters of the ſkull were ticking in 


the brain. Theſe I extracted by a pair of for- 


ceps. Another part of the ſkull was raiſed up- 
on one fide, but united at the other. This I 
attempted to raiſe to its natural poſition, but 


could not wholly affect it. I did not ſee him 


again till the fourth day after the accident hap- 
Vor. I. G pened, 


& WE DEE. 


pened. There was then ſome protruſion of the 
brain at the wound. This protruſion increaſed 
from the fourth till the fourteenth day. At that 
time it had riſen to the height of an inch, or 
rather more, above the ſkull, and was fo ex- 
tended and ſpread out in all directions, as to 
be about the ſize of a gooſe egg. 


In the treatment of this caſe, my chief aims 
were to moderate the fever, and to keep the 
different excretions from the body in their na- 
tural ſtate, This I attempted by bleeding, 
purgatives, and cooling regimen, I at the 
ſame time applied externally ſpirit of mindereri 
to abate the inflammation and ſwelling, which 
were become pretty general upon the right 
ſide of the head, before my arrival. The ſub- 
ſtance of the brain I dreſſed with dry lint. 
From proſecuting this courſe, it ſoon began to 
Kin over at the edges; and, in proportion as 
the ſkin approached, that part of the brain 
which had protruded, ſuppurated, and dropt 
off in pretty large pieces, In two months it 
was completely ſkinned over, and the boy per- 
fectly well. He ſtill continues ſo; only there 
is a ſmall protuberance on the cranium, at that 
part where I could not reduce the bone to its 
natural ſituation, | = 
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Medical News, 


SESKEEEEEEEELEEEEEEEEEEEEEEKEEERESE 


OME months ago, Mr. Hewſon of Lon- 

don read a lecture, in which he explained 
ſome phyſiological diſcoveries, which he ima- 
gines he has made, reſpecting the formation of 
the red globules of the blood, the uſe of the 
ſpleen, thymus, lymphatic glands, and lym- 
phatic veſſels. The following account, al- 
though probably in many reſpects imperfect, 
may give ſome idea of his opinion. 


With regard to the ſtructure of the lymphatic 
glands, he alledges, that, although they have 
the appearance of being cellular, yet all of 
them confiſt principally, and many of them 
entirely, of convoluted lymphatic veſſels. From 
theſe glands, upon the ſlighteſt incifion, he ob- 
ſerves, that a whitiſh coloured fluid, contain- 
ing a number of ſolid particles, may be ſqueezed 
Out. 


The thymus, he alledges, is a lymphatic 
gland, ſupplied with a great number of arteries, 
yeins, lymphatics, and nerves; and, in its ſtruc- 
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ture, very ſimilar to the lymphatic glands, 
It has alſo a cellular texture, from which, upon 
inciſion, a whitiſh coloured fluid may be ſqueez- 
ed out. As it diſappears in adults, he con- 
cludes, that then it either becomes unnece{lary, 
or that ſome other organ ſupplies its place. 


As the ſpleen is very generally found in the 
living ſyſtem, he infers, that it is an organ of 
great importance. From its being taken out 
without in convenience, he ſuppoſes that ſome- 
thing elſe in the ſyſtem is capable of perform- 
ing its functions. He rejects the ſuppolition 
of its being ſubſervient to the liver, for the 
formation of, bile, becauſe flui''s of greater 
conſequence in the oeconomy are prepared by 
one organ. Its ſtructure, he obſerves, is 
very analogous to that of the lymphatic glands; 
it has ſome nerves ; it has a great number of 
blood-veſſels, but it abounds particularly with 
lymphatics. From the tenderneſs of its veſſels, 
a miſtaken appearance of cells has been formed. 
It has cells, however, which belong entirely to 
the lymphatic ſyſtem, and which can be de- 
tected only by injecting the lymphatics, con- 
trary to the direction of their courſe, From 
the ſimilarity in the ſtructure of the ſpleen and 
thymus, he concludes, that the offices for which 
they are intended are connected. 


He 
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He obſerves, that the figure of the red glo- 
bules of the blood in different animals, is a 
good deal varied. He aſſerts, that thoſe of the 
human ſyſtem are round and flat, reſembling 
ſlices of a cucumber; that they are each of 
them hollow, and contain in their center a ſolid 
particle. 

He rejects the opinion, that the red globules 
are formed either by the action of the blood- 
veſſels, or by any kind of fermentation. 


He alledges, that the ſolid particles found in 


the thymus and Iymphatic glands muſt enter 


the blood; as thete is no other outlet for them, 
and as they are found in the lymphatic veſſels, 
But, as they diſappear in the blood; as it is 
unreaſonable to ſuppoſe they are annihilated 
there; and, as in many reſpects they reſemble 
the ſolid part of the red globules, he concludes 
they go to the formation of theſe. Upon tying: 


a lymphatic veſſel, he aſſerts, that a collection 


of red globules will be found near the ligature; 
and that they are particularly found in great 
abundance in thoſe lymphatics coming from 
the ſpleen. Hence, ſays he, if it can be con- 
cluded, that the liver ſecretes bile ; that the 
kidneys ſecrete urine; or, that the teſticles ſe- 
crete ſemen ; becauſe theſe fluids are found in 
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their excretory ducts, there is the ſame reaſon 
for imagining that the ſpleen ſecretes red glo- 
bules, ſince red globules are found in its only 
excretory ducts, the lymphatic veſſels. 


From all this, he ſuppoſes that the thymus 
and lymphatic glands concur in the formation 
of the ſolid part contained in the center of the 
red veſicles; and that the ſpleen adds the veſicle 
to theſe ſolid parts. He concludes then, that 
the formation of red globules is the province of 
the lymphatic ſyſtem ; that the thymus, lym- 
phatic glands, and ſpleen, are all appendages of 
this ſyſtem; and that, when theſe are either obli- 
terated, as is the caſe with the thymus in adults; 
diſeaſed, as happens, with the lymphatic glands 
in ſcrophula; or wanting, as when the ſpleen 
is cut out, the lymphatic veſſels are able to 
ſupply the functions of any one of them, or of 
the whole. 


A quantity of the flowers of zine, carefully 
prepared by Dr Black, has been placed in the 
hands of Mr Douglas, adruggiſt in Edinburgh, 
that ſuch practitioners as chuſed to try them, 
might eaſily obtain them of a good quality. 
They have been tried in one epileptic caſe, 


without any good effect. In another they w_ 


duced conſiderable relief, 


But 
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But the moſt remarkable inſtance of benefit 
obtained from them in this country, which we 
have heard, is in a caſe at preſent under the 
care of Mr Bell, ſurgeon in Edinburgh. This 
patient had been, for many years, afflicted with 
an obſtinate epilepfy, which induced a high de- 
gree of ſtupidity and 1diotiſm ; although, be- 
fore the attack of this diſeaſe, his mental facul- 
ties were by no means deficient. From the uſe 
of the flowers of zinc, his fits are now becoine 
much leſs frequent, and leſs violent than before, 
and he has recovered the full exerciſe of his 
ſenſes. He at preſent takes ten grains of the 
flowers of zinc three times a-day, without their 
producing any ſenſible operation, or his feeling 
any inconvenience. 


We are informed by Dr Gahn, that the vi- 
triolic acid has of late been much, and ſucceſſ- 
fully employed in ſome places of Germany, in 
the cure of the itch. It was fiſt uſed for this 
purpoſe in the Pruſſian army, in the year 1756, 
by Dr. Cothenius, firſt phyſician in Pruſſia. 
This practice was afterwards deſcribcd in a trea- 
tiſe intitled, Diſſertatio de Olei Vitrioli Uſu in 
quibuſdam Scabiei ſpeciebus, written by Dr Hel- 
mich, and printed at Hale in 1762. It was 
alſo deſcribed by Dr Baldinger, in his treatife 
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on the diſeaſes of the army, which is written 
in the German language. Dr Schroeder, pro- 
feſſor of phyſic at Gottingen, informed Dr 
Gahn, that he had frequently employed it in 
practice, and that he never failed to cure the 
itch by means of it, in fourteen days at fartheſt. 
Dr Schroeder eſteemed this cure moſt proper 
in plethoric ſubjects, and in thoſe caſes in which 
the itch was combined with ſoreneſs and inflam- 
mation of the parts, but leſs proper in caco- 
chymic or cachectic habits, where he thought 
too much acid would be hurtful. It is'alledged 
to cure equally well, both in the ſcabies ficca 
and humida, If it be given to nurſes, it is ſaid 
that it will cure both them and the children. 
The doſe in which it is given muſt be regu- 
lated by the condition of the patient ; the for- 
mula employed may be varied according to the 
fancy and taſte of the phy ſician. Dr Schroeder 
uſed the following preſcription : R. Ol. vitriol. 
puris. dr. i. Ag. font. dr. v. Poſt efferveſcen- 
tiam, adde Syrup. rub. Id. dr. ii. Miſ. The doſe 
of this mixture was from one to two drams, 
twice or thrice a day, in a glaſs of pure water, 
Dr. Gahn has himfelf ordered it in one caſe, in 
which its uſe was attended with ſucceſs, and he 
thinks that, if neceſſary, the doſe might be 
much encreaſed without any inconvenience. © 


A nume- 


F 
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A numerous and reſpectable ſociety for the 
advancement of uſeful knowledge in general, but 
eſpecially ſuch branches of it as are immediately 
connected with the intereſt of the Britiſh colo- 
nies, has lately been inſtituted in America. In 
the firſt volume of their tranſactions, which is 
the only one yet publiſhed, is contained a liſt 
of the members of this ſociety, and of the officers 
for the year 1771. Dr Franklin was then pre- 
ſident ; Dr Smith, Mr Rittenhouſe, Mr Ewing, 
and Mr Jones were ſecretaries ; and Dr Ruſh, 
Dr Kuhn, and Dr Shippen, were curators, 


At the laſt annual election of the Royal So- | 
ciety, in London, Sir John Pringle, phyſician 
to her Majeſty, was choſen Preſident. 


The college of phyficians, at this place, have 
lately loſt three of their honorary fellows, Baron 
Van Swieten, Mr Senac, and Dr Mounſey. At 
their quartcrly meeting on the third of Novem- 
ber, 1772, they unanimouſly agreed, that diplo- 
mas for honorary fellowſhips ſhould be preſent. 
ed to Baron Haller of Switzerland, and Sir 
Charles Linnæus of Sweden, 


A new edition of the pharmacopoeia Edin- 
burgenſis has been long in agitation ; but the 
publication was unavoidably retarded by the 
death of ſome members of the committee to 


whom 
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whom the reviſal of it was intruſted. The pre- 
ſident, for the time being, with Dr Cullen, 
and Dr Black, have fince been the committee 
for that purpoſe. A tranſcript of the pharma- 
copoeia, prepared by them, has now circulated 
through the fellows of the college. It is again 
put into the hands of the committee, together 
with the remarks made upon it by the dif- 


ferent members, and probably will ſoon be 
ready for the preſs. 


A new arrangement of birds, ſuppoſed to be 


the work of Mr Pennant, is at preſent in the 


preſs at Edinburgh. 


SECT. IV. 
A Lift of new Books. 
SESEEEEEESEREEESEERELEEEESLESEEEEES 


HE philoſophical tranſactions, giving 

ſome account of the preſent undertakings, 
ſtudies, and labours of the ingenious, in many 
conſiderable parts of the world. Vol. LXI. for 
the year 1771, 4to, London, 


Dictionaire mineralogique et hydrologique 
de la France, 4 vols, 8vo, Paris. 

Hiſtoire naturelle des vegetaux, confideres 
relativement aux defferens uſages qu'on en peut 
tirer pour la medicine et V economie domeſti- 
que, 10 vols, 12mo, Paris. 


Traite de rachitis, ou Vart de redreſſer les en- 


fans contrefaits, par M. Vacher de la Faitrie, 
M. D, 8vo, Paris. 


Elixir Americain, ou le ſalut des dames par 


raport a leur maladies particuliers, par M. de 
Courcelle, 12mo, Paris. 


Pharmacopoeia Danica, regia auctoritate, a 


collegio medico Hatmenfi conſcripta. Copen- 
hagen, 


Funda- 


Cd D-CA: 4 

Fundamenta entomologiae, or an introduc- 
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Elements of the Practice of Phyfic, by John Gre- 
gory, M. D. Profeſſor of the Practice of Phyfic 
in the Untiverfity of Edinburgh. "yo, Edin- 
.. 


E are informed, in an advertiſement pre- 

fixed to theſe Elements, that the author 
propoſed to have comprehended in them, all the 
diſeaſes of which he uſually treated in his lec- 
tures on the practice of phyſic. But, not havi ing 
leiſure to finiſh the whole, he was obliged to 
ſtop at the end of thoſe diſcaſes commonly rec- 
koned febrile, 


The public had onee reaſon to expect that 
they would ſoon have been favoured with the 
remaining part of this ſyllabus. But, from the 
ſudden and univerſally regretted death of the 


author, this expectation is now at an end. We 
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ſnall therefore preſent our readers with the ge- 


neral principles here laid down reſpecting the 
cure of the different febrile diſeaſes. 


After ſome obſervations on the arrangement 
of diſeaſes, our author enters upon his ſubject 
with treating of febrile diſeaſes in general. He 
alledges they may be diſtinguiſhed into inter- 
mittent; continued; remittent; exanthematous; 
and pblegmaſiæ, or thoſe attended with topical 
inflammation. According to Dr. Gregory, the 


general cauſes of fevers are, Miaſmata; Con- 


tagion; Errors in diet; Violent emotions of 
the mind; Suppreſſion of uſual evacuations; 
Improper applications of heat and cold; A cer. 
tain ſtate of the air; Stimuli from external 
applications or injuries; and internal ſtimuli 
from inflammation, ſuppuration, &c. 


He alledges, that the ſymptoms of febrile 
icaſes are ſo different, that it is impoſlible to 
align any proximate cauſe which will admit of 
application to practice, 


What he points out as the moſt a indi- 
cations in fevers are, to remove plethora; to 
diminiſh the - increaſed impetus of the blood's 
motion; ta abate heat; to obviate thirſt; to 
produce an equaþle determination of the blood 


and 
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and nervous power; to promote ſecretions when 
obſtructed ; to prevent or obviate the conſe- 
quences of topical congeſtion z to ſupport the 
vis vitæ, and ſtimulate the nervous ſyſtem 
when torpid ; to obviate putreſcency ; to re- 


move occaſional cauſes ; and to relieve parti- 
cular ſymptoms, 


Intermittent fevers, our author obſerves, have 


been cured by a variety of remedies of different 
and oppoſite natures. The paroxyſm, he al- 
ledges, may be prevented, by the application 
of ſuch things, before its approach, as excite a 
great commotion in the ſyſtem ; by mild ſeda- 
tives, antiſpaſmodics, and diaphoretics ; by re- 
medies which produce no ſenſible effect, as 
bitters, aſtringents, and Peruyian bark, The 
prevention of paroxyſms depends on avoiding 
occaſional cauſes; and on . and i invigo- 
rating the ſyſtem. 


Our author's indications of cure in continued 
fevers are to remove plethora ; to diminiſh the 
increaſed action of the heart and arteries; to take 
off ſpaſm, and promote the natural ſecretions, 
eſpecially by the ſkin; and to prevent or remove 
topical congeſtion, particularly in the head. 


The indications he lays down in the nervous 
fever are, to promote a gentle diaphoreſis; ta 
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keep the belly open ; to remove any diſorder of 
the ſtomach; to ſupport the vis vitæ; to re- 
move ſpaſmodic ſymptoms; and to take off in- 


creaſed determination to the head vor congeſtion 
in it. 


He obſerves, that, in the putrid fever, the in- 
dications of cure are different in different periods 
of the diſeaſe. His general indications are, to ob- 
viate the effects of plethora, and violent heat; 


to remove occafional cauſes; to procure gentle 


evacuations of the prime viz, and promote per- 
ſpiration 3 to ſupport the vis vitæ; to obviate 
putreſcency ; and to palliate particular ſymp- 
toms. The prophylaxis, he alledges, conſiſts 
in avoiding miaſmata, contagion, foul air, and 
dirtineſs; in avoiding - whatever weakens the 


ſyſtem, and depreſſes the nervous power; and 
in the uſe of antiſeptics. 


The indications laid down in remittent fevers 
are, to promote an intermiſſion; to ſtop the re- 
turn of paroxyſms; to obviate inflammatory or 


putrid diarhefis; to avoid and remove remote 


cauſes; and to palliate the violence of particular 
ſymptoms. | 


The cure of hectic SER he obſerves, 8 
pends upon the removal of the primary diſeaſe. 
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In the ſmall-pox, according to Dr. Gregory, 
the view of the phyſician ſhould be, to render 


them as mild as poſſible, by moderating theſymp- 


toms in the ſucceſhye ſtages of ghe diſeaſe. And, 
on the acceſſion of the ſecondary fever, the indi- 
cations are, to mitigate the febrile ſymptoms, 
and to take off the determination to the 
head, throat, and breaſt. 


The indications which he propoſes in the 
meaſles, are, to moderate and aſſiſt the efforts of 
nature in the eruption; to obviate the catarrhal 
and peripneumonic ſymptoms ; to remove the 
diſorders conſequent on the diſeaſe; and to ob- 
viate the ſymptoms of putrid or nervous fever 
when complicated with it. 


With regard to the cure of the miliary fever, 
he alledges, it is impoſſible to ſay any thing 
poſitively, as miliary eruptions are ſymptoms 
of fevers of very oppoſite kinds, and requiring 
oppoſite management; and as they are ſo gene- 
rally the mere effects of hot regimen, and pro- 
ſuſe ſweats. 


Our author conſiders the eryſipelatous fever as 
adiſeaſe, which, for the moſt part, runs its courſe 
without any danger. But, when it attacks the 
wn, he adviſes repeated, general, and topical 

| H 4 


bleeding, 
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bleeding, with cooling laxatives, and thoſe me- 
dicines, in general, which tend to take off de- 
termination to the head. When, however, the 
eruption ſeems critical, all evacuations are, he 
thinks, improper. | 


The plague, Dr. Gregory alledges, is a ner- 
vous fever, highly contagious. This contagion 
is ſpecific, The cure, he tells us, has been at- 
tempted without any regard to nature's plan, by 
large bleedings in the beginning, by exciting a 
profuſe ſweat, and ſupporting it for a long time. 
The prevention depends on avoiding communi- 
cation with infected people; deſtroytng or diſſi- 
pating the contagious matter adhering to bo- 


dies; and rendering the body unſuſceptible of 
the contagion, 


The indications which he lays down for the 
reſolution of inflammation are, to obviate re- 
mote cauſes; to remove general inflammatory 
fever; to remove topical affection, increaſed ac- 


tion of the veſlels, topical congeſtion, and ſpaſm. 


When inflammation terminates in ſuppuration, 
he propoſes that a diſcharge of laudable pus 
ſhould be promoted, by external applications 
of various kinds, fuited to the nature of the part; 
by internal remedies, and ſuch regimen as tends 
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to remove any general indiſpoſition in the habit, 
which prevented the generation of good pus. 


In gangrene, the author's indications of cure 
are, to remove occaſional cauſes ; to prevent 
the morbid matter from affecting the ſyſtem ; 
and to promote ſuppuration, 


The indications of cure which were for- 
merly laid down in inflammatory fever are, he 
alledges, applicable to phrenitis. But he ob- 
ſerves, that it is farther neceffary to take off 
the attention from whatever is diſagreeable; to 
introduce new and pleafing ideas; and to 
ſoothe the mind by every poſhble art. 


Our author is of opinion, that ophthalmia is 
merely a topical affection, but attended with 

| W tenſion and pain; and that the cure de- 
pends upon topical bleeding, catharics, bliſters, 
and iſſues emollient applications, anodynes, 
keeping up a free preſpiration, avoiding irri- 
tation, and obviating remote cauſes. But, when 
the inflammation ſeems chiefly to proceed from 
relaxation, tonics, cold bathing, gently ſtimu- 


lating and aſtringent applications, and errhines, 
are to be employed. 


In the inflammatory angina, the indications 
of cure which he lays down are, to obviate re- 


mote 
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mote cauſes, to promote reſolution, or ſuppu- 
ration, as may be moſt expedient to ſupply the 
want of food and diluting liquids, and to 
prevent ſtrangulation, But in gangrenous 
angina, the indications of cure are the ſame 
as in putrid fever, The principal remedies 
he adviſes are, Peruvian bark, wine, antiſep- 
tics, injections into the throat, and ſteams of 
vinegar and myrrh directed into the fauces. 


His indications in the catarrhal fever are, 
to take off inflammatory diathefis, and topical 
inflammation ; to promote ſecretion from the 
mucous membrane ; to corre& the acrimony 
of the diſcharged fluid ; and to reſtore perſpi- 
ration, and the determination of blood to the 


| ſurface. 


The indications he lays down in hooping 
eough are, to moderate the ſymptoms and pre- 
vent immediate danger in the paroxyſm; and 
to ſhorten the duration of the diſeaſe. 


He confiders pleuriſy and peripneumony 
together, as they are in general combined, as 
they proceed from the ſame cauſes, and as the 
method of cure in both is the ſame. He al- 
ledges, thatgthe ſame indications are to be fol- 


| lowed here as in inflammatory fever; and 
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farther propoſes, to take off determination to 
the lungs, to promote critical evacuation or 
metaſtaſis ; but particularly to promote expec- 
toration, and to relieve particular ſymptoms, 


In phthiſis pulmonalis, the indications of cure 
which he propoſes are, to remove inflammatory 


diatheſis; to take off determination to the lungs, 


and to mitigate the ſeverity of particular 
ſymptoms. 


In hepatitis, he propoſes the ſame general 
plan of cure as in pleuriſy. 


He obſerves, that the ſame general indica- 
tions of cure take place in gaſtritis, as in other 
inflammations. But, if it have ariſen from 
acrid ingeſta, or acrid contents of the ſtomach, 
the indications are, to expel them by emetics or 
laxatives, and to correct the poiſon by ſpecific 
antidotes. 


Beſides the cure pointed out for inflamma- 
tory fever, be propoſes, in enteritis, to obviate 
remote cauſes, eſpecially coſtiveneſs; and to 
palliate particular ſymptoms. 


The general indications of cure, in nephritis, 


are the ſame as in other phlegmaſiz. : 


His 
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His indications, in acute rheumatiſm, are, 
to remove the general inflammatory fever : and 
to relieve the topical affection. In chronic 
rheumatiſm, befides relieving the topical affec- 
tion, he propoſes to promote diaphoreſis by 
medicines that may ſtimulate more than would 
be proper in acute rheumatiſm. 


The laſt diſeaſe which our author conſiders, 
is gout. In the cure of this, two caſes, he 
obſerves, are to be carefully diſtinguiſhed. The 
frſt, where the conſtitution is ſound, the fits 
regular, and an inflammatory diatheſis preſent, 
The ſecond, where the conſtitution is debili- 
tated, the fits irregular, and alternating with 


affections of the ſyſtem. In the firſt of theſe 


caſes, he propoſes, that, during the intervals, 
care ſhould be taken to avoid all occafional 
cauſes ; and that, during the paroxyſm, we 


ſhould endeavour to mitigate the pain, with. 


out repelling the gout. This he adviſes to be 
done by general and topical bleeding ; by lax- 
atives and diaphoretics that do not heat or 
ſtimulate ; by light diet and cool regimen ; by 
external anodyne applications; and by the 
cautious uſe of anodynes internally, in the de- 
cline of the paroxyſm, 


ln 
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In the /exond caſe, he propoſes, in the inter- 
g vals of the fits to ſupport the vis vitæ; to pro- 
5 mote an equal diſtribution of the blood, eſpe- 
: cially to the extremities; to keep up free per- 
' ſpiration ; to obviate debility, indigeſtion, and 
acidity in the ſtomach ; and to avoid all ſudden 
changes of regimen. During the paroxyſm, 
he adviſes us, to uſe a cordial regimen; to give 
particular attention to the ſtate of the ſtomach 
and bowels ; and to employ ſuch external ap- 


plications as tend to invite the gout to the 
extremities, and to detain it there. 
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Caſes in Surgery, particularly of Cancers and 


Diſorders of the Head from external Violence ; 
with Obſervations. To which is added an 


account of the Sibbens, by James Hill Surgeon 
in Dumfries. 8vo, Edinburgh, 


HE treatiſe now before us is divided 

into two chapters ; in the firſt of theſe, 
Mr. Hill treats of cancers, Surgeons in general 
have been deterred from having recourſe to 
extirpatiqn in ſchirrous and cancerous caſes, 
from an opinion that theſe diſeaſes could not, 
in that way, be ſo effectually removed as to 
prevent their return. Mr. Hill has the ſatis- 


faction of aſſuring his readers, that this opinion 


is, by no means, well founded ; having, in 
the courſe of thirty years practice, extirpated 
no leſs than eighty eight genuine cancers, all 


of which, four excepted, were ulcerated. Of 


theſe patients, two only did not recover from 
the operation. 

In April 1764, Mr. Hill made a ſurvey of 
the caſes which had been under his care previ- 
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ous to that date. He found that, before the 
above mentioned period, he had cut and cured 
ſixty· three perſons, of whom thirty- nine were 
then living. In twenty-eight of theſe, the ope- 
ration had been performed more than two years 
before; the remaining eleven had been cut 


during the courſe of the two preceding years. 


From this ſurvey, our author concludes, that 
a great majority of his patients lived as long 
after the extirpation of the cancers, as, accord- 


ing to the bills of mortality, they would have 


done, had they never been affected with cancer 
or undergone any operation. Since the date of 
this ſurvey, he has cut twenty-five other pa- 
tients, twenty-two of which are ſtill alive. 

Mr. Hill acknowledges, that, beſides two 
caſes which did not heal after the operation, 
ſome others alſo miſgave. In nine caſes, the 
diſeaſe broke out a-freſh, either in the part 
before affected, or in ſome other part of the 
body. And another at the time when Mr. Hill 
finiſhed this treatiſe, which was in July 1770, 
was threatened with a relapſe. 


After this general view of the ſucceſs with 
which extirpation was attended, our author 
ſubjoins ſhort hiſtories of a few remarkable 
eaſes, ſame of which ſucceeded, others did not 


ſucceed, 
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ſucceed. In the courſe of theſe, he takes occa- 
fron to mention the good effects of ſutures, 
after extirpating cancers of the lips. From 
drawing the retracted edges of the wound 
together, and retaining them by means of the 
twiſted ſuture, they were made to unite much 


ſooner than they would otherwiſe have done. 


After theſe obſervations on cancers, Mr, Hill 
next preſents us with ſome remarks on encyſted 
tumours. Encyſted tumours he divides into 
five ſpecies, Atheroma, Steatoma, Meliceris, 
Struma, and Hydatides. All theſe, he ob- 
ſerves, are ſo diſtin and unconnected, that 
he never ſaw any one of them degenerate into 
another ſpecies, nor has he ſeen any of them 
end in cancer, He obſerves, however, that 
the farcoma, which may perhaps be reckoned 
a fixth ſpecies of encyſted tumour, is not of 
ſuch a mild nature, and YT frequently does 


turn cancerous. 


The number of cancerous caſes which Mr. 
Hilt had under his care, naturally led him to 


make frequent trials'of hemlock, But, after 


having often uſed it, and that too in conſider- 
able quantities, he alledges, that he never ſaw 
it attended with the ſmalleſt advantage. He 
aſſerts, that, were it his misfortune to have a 

cancer, 
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cancer, even of the ſlighteſt kind, he would not 
delay the operation, even a ſingle hour, in ex- 
pectation of a cure from the uſe of hemlock. 

The next ſubject, of which Mr. Hill treats, is 
the cure of Wens. By this term he means thoſe 
encyſted tumours only which are denominated 
Steatoms. When it can be done, he adviſes, that 
the tumor ſhould be turned out entire, by raiſing 
the four corners of a crucial incifion, without 
opening the cyſt, When this cannot be done, 
they may frequently, he alledges, be digeſted 
out by running a ſeton through them in the 


direction of the length of the tumor. 


As this treatiſe was not put to the preſs for 
two years after Mr. Hill had written it, he ſub- 
joins, as an appendix to this chapter, ſome re- 
marks which had occurred to him during that 
interval. In this appendix, we are informed, 
that he has cut ſeven other patients, all of whom 
continue to do well. From this ſucceſs, he 
concludes, that by far the greateſt part of 
cancers muſt be local, and occaſioned merely 
by fome accidental hurt. Hence, be thinks, 
that, by removing the diſeaſed parts, the con- 
ſtitution will be left ſound; unleſs when by 
long delay the blood comes to be affected, 
from the ichor of cancerous ulcers being 

Vol. I. 1 abſorbed. 
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abſorbed, From this, he infers, that no can- 
cer ſhould be allowed to continue till it be ulce- 
rated, This appendix 1s cloſed with a remark- 
able hiſtory of a fatal ſuppreſhon of urine, from 
a large hydatide tumour. IPwas ſituated be- 
tween the neck of the bladder and the rectum, 
and compreſſed the neck of the bladder fo 
ſtrongly againſt the os pubis, that a catheter 


could not poſhbly be introduced, even after 
death. | : 


In the ſecond chapter, Mr, Hill treats of diſ- 
orders of the head from external violence, He 
here preſents us with a particular detail of the 
caſes of many patients, ſome of whom were 
fayed. by the employment of the trepan, others 
without it. From theſe caſes he deduces 
many obſervations, He affirms, that protru- 
ſions of the brain, which, after the operation 


of the trepan, often prove very troubleſome, 
are neither to be cured nor prevented by com- 


preſſion with lead plates, as has been adviſed by 


Le Dran and others. Herecommends the excifion 
of every part of the brain which protrudes in 
t hat way; and affirms that he has removed brain 


thus protruding in ſo many caſes, and in ſo con- 
ſiderable quantities, that he is certain the ope- 


ration never can be attended with the ſmalleſt 
| danger 
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danger or inconvenience. The portion loſt will, 
he aſſerts, be renewed in the ſame manner, as 
loſs of ſubſtance in any other part of the body. 


In ſearching for fiſſures, after wounds or blows 
on the head, our author adviſes, that the integu- 
ments ſhould he ſpared as much as poſſible. 
Hence, for the purpoſe of detecting theſe, he 
recommends a ſingle, or, if that ſhould fail, a 
crucial incifion, 

In caſes of depreſſions of the ſkull, without 
fracture, our author diſſuades us from having 
recourſe to many of thoſe contrivances which 
are employed to raiſe the bone ; ſuch, for ex- 
ample, as adheſive plaſter, cupping, the ſcrew, 
and different kinds of levators. According to 
our author, the general effect of theſe contri- 
vances is, fo ratſe the integuments without 
affecting the bone. When fuch depreſſions are 
attended with bad conſequences, bleeding, and 
other evacuations, will, in general, remove 
them. But, if thoſe means ſhould fail, he ad- 
viſes, that the trepan be applied upon the ſound 
bone near to the depreſſion, in order to 
afford an outlet for any blood or matter 
that may be extravaſated below. This, how- 
ever, he maintains, will ſeldom be neceſſary. 
As a confirmation of the doctrine which is 
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here delivered, Mr. Hill relates ſeveral caſes of 
depreſſion which turned out well, although little 
was done. He relates, alſo, others, in which the 
integuments were removed, and confiderable 
exfoliations took place, rendering the cure much 


more tedious than probably would otherwiſe 
have been the caſe, 


From much experience, our author is con- 
vinced, that opening the meninges of the brain, 
after the operation of the trepan, is attended 
with no danger. He recommends it as the moſt 
effectual _way of relieving the paticnt, either 
when matter is ſuſpected to be lodged between 
the dura mater and brain, or when that mem- 
brane itſelf 1s inflamed, 


In the cloſe of this chapter Mr. Hill cautions 
us againſt healing up wounds of the head ſud- 
denly, by drying eſcharotic applications. The 
many head-achs, vertigoes, and other com- 
plaints, which ſometimes continue for life, after 
trepanning, are, he imagines, entirely owing to 
the diſcharge from the wound being ſoon dried 
up. He adviſes, therefore, that this ſhould be 
guarded againſt as much as  polfible. 


After finiſhing this chapter on wounds of the 
head, Mr. Hill concludes the treatiſe with a ſhort 


account 
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account of that diſtemper, which in Scotland is 
termed the Sibbens. This diſeaſe has been ſup- 
poſed to be very different from the Lues Venerea. 
Our author, however, is of opinion, that they 
are perfectly the ſame. He aſſerts that this diſ- 
eaſe was brought into that part of the country 
where he practiſes, not above fifty years ago, 
by ſome pocky ſoldiers, who, to prevent their 
debauching in town, were diſperſed through the 
neighbouring villages. He affirms, that there 
is not a ſymptom in the Sibbens which does not 
alſo accompany the Lues Venerea through all 
Europe; that the former is not more infectious 
than the latter; and that it cannot, as has often 
been maintained, be communicated from being 
in the ſame family or company, unleſs there be, 
at the ſame time, a nearer connection with the 
infected. With regard to the cure of this diſ- 
eaſe, he obſerves, that mercury, when properly 
exhibited, is a certain remedy; and that it is 
at the ſame time the only remedy which can be 
depended on. He aſſerts, that, by throwing 
in a mild preparation of it, he has cured num- 
bers, without confining them to the houſe, even 
in froſty or ſnowy weather. He had formerly 
written a more full detail of the method of cure 


than is here delivered, But he concludes with 
I 3 a ob- 
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1 obſerving, that the directions given by Dr. Gil- 
chriſt, in a ſhort tract lately publiſhed upon this 
| ſubject, entitled, An Account of a very in- 
ſectious Diſtemper,” render any addition un- 


neceſſary, as Dr. Gilchriſt and he agree in 5 
every material circumſtance. 5 
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III. 


A Treatiſe on the Management of Preguaut and 
Lying-in Women, and the Means of curing, but 
more eſpecially of preventing the principal Diſ- 
orders to which they are liable, Together with 
ſome new Directions concerning the Delivery of 
the Child and Placenta in natural Births, V- 
luſtrated with Caſes; by Charles White, 
F. R. S. Member of the Corporation of Sur- 
geons in London; and Surgeon to the Mancheſter 
Infirmary. 8vo, London. 


| HE ſubject of this treatiſe is ſo fully ex- 
preſſed in the title-page, as to render any 
general account of the author's deſign altogether 
unneceſſary. We proceed, therefore, to pre- 
ſent the reader with a ſummary view of the 
particular parts of Mr. White's work, in the or- 
der in which they are here conſidered. 


The puerperal or child- bed fever, is the firſt 
ſubject of which our author treats. This fever, 


he thinks, is of the putrid kind. In ſupport of 


his opinion, he endeavours to ſhew, that the re- 
mote cauſes of this diſorder are ſuch as will natu- 
rally induce putridity ; and that the diſeaſe itſelf, 
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when actually preſent, is always attended with 
ſymptoms which bear evident marks of putreſ- 
cency, He points out many groſs improprieties 
in the management of pregnant and lying-in 
women, which he confiders as the great ſources 


of thoſe diſorders to which women in e 
are peculiary liable, 


Pregnancy is frequently attended with coſtive- 
neſs, occaſioned by the preſſure of the uterus 
an the under part of the inteſtines. But inſtead 
of taking proper meaſures to remedy this incon- 
venience, the evil is, for the moſt part, enereaſ- 
ed, by a tight heavy dreſs, a ſedentary life and, 
improper diet. Thus, there muſt neceſſarily take 
place an abſorption of excrementitious mat- 
ter, which will diffuſe a putrid tendency through 
the ſyſtem, In the time of labour, the air of 
the chamber, frequently o er- heated by a large 
fire, and corrupted by the breath of numerous 
attendants, joined to the putrid ſteams ariſing 
from the woman's own body conſtantly bathed 
in ſweat, ſtill farther encreaſes the diſpoſition to 
putridity. After delivery, women are often pent 
up for days together, in a putrid atmoſphere; are 
neceſſitated to drink large quantities of warm re- 
laxipg liquors z and are confined to a horizontal 


poſture, 
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poſture, which is highly unfavourable for pro- 
moting the natural diſcharges by the inteſtines 
and uterus. Mean while, by neglecting to draw 
their breaſts till ſeveral days after delivery, the 
firſt milk, which 1s purgative and ſtimulating, 
is taken up by the abſorbents, and carried 
back into the ſyſtem. This treatment, he ob- 
ſerves, cannot fail either to generate a tendency 
to putreſcency, or to promote that which for- 
mer errors had already induced, | FI 


Having made theſe obſervations on the 
cauſes, he obſerves, with regard to the ſymptoms 
of this diſeaſe, that it is frequently uſhered in 
by a cold fit, which, by the force of ſpirituous 
liquors, and hot ſpices, is ſoon ſucceeded by 
intenſe heat, and profuſe putrid ſweats. Theſe 
are often kept up by the ſame means firſt em- 
ployed to excite them, for nights and days to- 
gether, without any relief to the patient. At 
other times, the diſeaſe creeps on gradually, 
without any cold fit, and manifeſts itſelf by 
putrid ſweats, nauſea, bilious vomitings, fre- 
quent foetid dejections, inexpreſſible anxiety, 
laſſitude, debility, miliary eruptions, petechiae, 
and a train of other ſymptoms, which clearly 
ſhew a prevailing putrid diatheſis. 


Our 
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Our author obſerves, that, upon diſſection, 
the inteſtines, or ſome other of the abdominal 
viſcera, have, in genegal, been found in an 
inflamed or gangrened ſtate, He maintains, 
that, although theſe appearances would ſeem 
to favour the opinion of thoſe who aſcribe the 


puerperal fever to ſimple inflammation yet, the 
abſence of the excruciating pains, uſually at- 


tending inflammations of the bowels, is a cir- 
cumſtance which renders this opinion leſs proba. 
ble, than that which he endeayours to eſtabliſh, 


This chapter is concluded with fome remarks 
on the different deſcriptions which have been 
given of the puerperal fever by medical writers, 
Their diſagreement, Mr. White is inclined to 
aſcribe more to accidental differences in the 
management of the diſorder, than to any eſſen- 
tial variety in the nature of the diſeaſe. 


In the ſecond chapter, the author treats of 
the miliary fever, a ſubje& which, of late, has 
particularly engaged the attention of the medi- 
cal world, by the warm diſputes of which it 
has been productive among ſome of the moſt 
eminent of the faculty, No accurate deſcrip- 
tion was given of this diſeaſe previous to its 
appearance at Leipfic, about the middle of the 
laſt century, But, from a variety of paſſages 

in 
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in ancient authors, Mr. White thinks it highly 
probable, if not abſolutely certain, that it has 
occurred to practitioners from the days of 
Hippocrates, Since the time of Dr, Syden- 
ham, who firſt accurately deſcribed it in Eng- 
land, it has been particularly treated of by 4 
many medical writers. Theſe writers have dif- = 
fered widely, both concerning the pathology f 
and cure of this diſorder. Some confider the 
eruption to be the regular criſis of a primary 
ſidiopathic diſeaſe ; while others have looked 
upon it to be merely an accidental ſymptom, oe- 
curring indiſcriminately in all diſeaſes attended 
with ſweating, and at all periods of thoſe diſeaſes. 
Notwithſtanding theſe differences, however, 
Mr. White obſerves, that moſt writers on the 
miliary fever agree in the following particu- 
lars concerning it: That puerperal women are 
peculiarly liable to it: That it is of a putrid 
tendency: That the eruption is promoted by 
ſweating in bed; and is moſt plentiful on thoſe 
parts of the body which have ſweated moſt: 
That whatever the eruption may be, the ſweats 
attending it are by no means critical : That, in 
one caſe, there will occur more than one crop 
of miliary puſtules : That miliary eruptions 
will ſometimes accompany inflammatory fevers; 


and 
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and that the danger with which they are at- 


tended 1s in proportion to their quantity and 
early appearance. 


The general conſent of authors, with regard 
to theſe particulars, the direct authority of 
Allonius, a phyfician of eminence at Turin, 
and the great fimilarity between the ſymp- 
toms of miliary and putrid fevers, induce 
our author to conſider them as having a,near 
affinity to each other, The eruption, he aſſerts, 
is the only diſtinctive mark between the two, 
This, however, he apprchends to be totally 
unconnected with the fever, as he has often 
ſeen miliary eruptions, both of the red and 
white kind, without any fever; and, on the 
other hand, all the ſymptoms of miliary fever, 
without any eruption. He farther obſerves, 
that, in many caſes, this eruption depends 
ſolely on a hot regimen, or the long continu- 
ance of ſweating. 


Upon the whole, he concludes, that miliary 
eruptions are univerſally preceded by ſweating ; 
that they are by no means critical; that no 
prejudice will ariſe to a patient from their 
being checked by cool regimen in the begin- 
ning of the diſeaſe; that puerperal women are' 
peculiarly liable to them from their diſpoſition 
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to putreſcency, joined to the relaxcd ſtate of 
their ſkin, which is induced by long continued 
ſweating ; and, laſtly, that the miliary eruption 
is produced by the cuticular diſcharge being 
increaſed in quantity, rendered acrid, and ac- 
quiring a putrid ſtate, 


Mr. White concludes this chapter, with ob- 
ſerving, that his opinion of the miliary fever is 
perfectly conformable to that of Dr. Cullen, 
an authority, deſervedly, of great weight in 
medicine. To prove this fimilarity in their 
opinions, Mr, White ſubjoins part of a lecture 
on the miliary fever, given by Dr, Cullen, and 
taken from the notes of one of his pupils. 


Another diſorder to which lying-in women 


are expoſed, is the milk fever, This 1s the 
ſubject of the third chapter. This diſeaſe, we 
are told, depends upon the re-abſorption of 
milk, which by ſtagnating has contracted a 


peculiar acrimony. This ſtagnation is ſome- 


times owning to negligence, ſometimes to the 


ſtate of the nipples, which, by the conſtant 


preſſure of the tight ſtays, are often preterna- 
turally flattened, and ſo buried in the breaſts, 
as to render the drawing of them impractica- 
ble. The author obſerves, that the lower claſs 
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of women, whoſe neceſſary labours do not 
admit of that tightneſs in drefs, which is ſo 
common among their ſuperiors, ſeldom ſuffer 
any ſuch inconvenience. | He thinks it, there- 
fore, of the utmoſt conſequence for the female 
ſex to be cautious in this part of their dreſs. 
His obſervations on this diſeaſe are concluded 
with an anatomical deſcription of the ſtructure 
of the mammæ, from which he deduces an 


explanation of the ſeveral phenomena of 
ſuction. 


The fourth chapter contains general direc- 
tions for preventing ſome diſorders peculiarly 
incident to pregnancy. He infiſts particulary 
on the impropriety of bleeding pregnant wo- 
men, when no urgent ſymptom indicates that 
evacuation. He affirms, that, even in pletho- 
ric caſes, in which bleeding is generally thought 
neceſſary, much more benefit may be had 
from the uſe of aſſes milk, Pyrmont and Selt- 
zer waters, elixir of vitriol, and gentle exerciſe 
on horſeback, Keeping the belly open, he 


points out as an object of conſiderable impor- 


tance, For this purpoſe, he recommends the 


liberal uſe of ripe fruit and vegetables; and, 


if medicine be neceſſary, he adviſes that re- 
courſe ſhoyld be had to ſmall doſes of aloetic, 


and 


COMMENTARIES. 143 


and other bitter antiſeptic purgatives. To 
cleanſe the ſtomach, when foul, gentle emetics, 
he tells us, may be uſed with ſafety and advan- 
tage. For the temporary jaundice, to which 


pregnant women are liable, he adviſes the uſe 


of raw eggs. In confirmation of this practice, 
he affirms, that by means of raw eggs, he was 
himſelf cured of an obſtinate jaundice, ſome 
years ago; that he has ſince recommended 
them to many others; and that they have al- 
ways ſucceeded, unleſs where the jaundice de- 


pended, either on a diſeaſed liver, or on biliary 


concretions. Inſtead of tight ſtays, which 
ſome pregnant women very injudiciouſly wear, 
he adviſes the uſe of ſlack jumps with broad- 
ſhoulder-ſtraps ; and inſtead of tying the petti- 
coats round the belly, he directs them to be faſ- 
tened to tapes ſewed to the bottom of the 
jumps. But if the belly be remarkably pen- 
dulous, he adviſes the uſe of a broad bandage, 
to counterbalance the preſſure on the bladder. 
Laſtly, he adviſes women in the latter months 
of pregnancy, to be frequently in a recumbent 
poſture, with a view of preventing the pains 
of the belly, back, and thighs, and ſwelling of 
the legs, which are ſo common at that period. 


The fifth chapter contains directions, re- 
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ſpeftivg the management of natural labours, 
The author's general view in theſe directions is 
to induce practitioners to pay the moſt religious 
attention to nature in their whole conduct, and 


never to have recourſe to art, unleſs where it 


is neceſſary to regulate or aſſiſt the efforts of 
nature. He condemns the, vulgar practice of 
tying the umbilical chord immediately upon 
the birth of the child. By delaying it for a 


few minutes, ſays he, the changes in the cir- 


culatory ſyſtem will take place gradually ; and 
the circulation in the chord will ceaſe of itſelf, 
By this time too the ſecundines are generally 
expelled, or, at leaſt, may be eafily extracted, 
by gently pulling the navel-ſtring, when a pain 
comes on. He prefers bringing away the pla- 
centa in this manner, to the practice of leaving 
it to come away of itſelf, as he imagines, that, 


by allowing it to remain, it is apt to occaſion 


violent after-pains, dangerous floodings, or 
putrid diſeaſes, 


The prevention of the miliary and milk fevers 


is the ſubject of the next chapter; many direc- 


tions are here given concerning the management 


of women after delivery. But the following 


particulars are inculcatgd by our author as the 
moſt eſſential: Cool regimen, the conſtant ad- 


miſſion 
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miſſion of freſh air, a light diet, conſiſting mote 
of vegetable than of animal food, the free uſe 
of cold drink, particularly of liquors acidulated 
or mixed with antiſeptic matters, great cleanl- 
neſs, an upright poſture ſoon after delivery, 
keeping the belly open, the early application 
of che infant to the breaſt if the mother be to 
ſuckle, or, if not, the having the breaſts regu- 
tarly drawn, By ſtrict attention to theſe parti- 
culars, Mr. White affures us, that his own 
practice has been attended with remarkable 
ſucceſs. The frequent deaths of lying-in wo- 
men in ſome of the London Hoſpitals, and in 
ſome parts of the country, he imputes to the 
corruption of the air in crouded wards, and to 
errors in the diet and dreſs of the women, 
from the miſmanagement of nurſes. In order 
to prevent the inconveniences ariſing from the 
heat, moiſture, and ſtagnation of the air in 
lying in hoſpitals, he propoſes ventilation by 
means of air pipes. He recommends alſo the 
method Propoſed by Dr. Alexander for correct- 
ing vitiated air, by fermenting antiſeptic mix- 
tures; and aſſerts that, in putrid caſes, he bas 
often uſed it with great advantage. 


In the ſeventh chapter, the author delivers 
che cure of the puerperal fever. His cure is 
Vor. I. K 0 perfectly 
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perfectly conformable to his theory. He di- 
rects that the ſame general principles ſhould be 
followed in this as in other putrid diſeaſes, 
After cautioning, therefore, againſt the abuſe 
of hot regimen and ſtimulating medicines, with 
a view to ſhorten the cold fit, at the almoſt. 
certain riſk of adding to the violence of the 

ſubſequent hot one, he recommends cleanſing 
the prime vie by gentle emetics, and by 
mild, ſaline, antiſeptic laxatives, affiſted by 
emollient injections. He recommends alſo ſa- 
line draughts, in the act of efferveſcence, with 
a view to allay feveriſhneſs. Bleeding, and, in 
general, large evacuations, are to be avoided. ' 
The ſame attention is neceſſary for ſupporting 
the vis vitæ in this as in other putrid fevers ; 
cool freſh air, and general cleanlineſs, he like- 
wiſe adviſes, as equally IndupenBble: 


The cure of the miliary fever, which is the 


ſubject of the following ſetiov, differs in no- 


thing eſſential from that of the puerperal. Eva- 
cuants, in general, he condemins here, gentle 


emetics and laxatives alone being admiſſible. 


Even bliſters, except as ſtimulants in the laſt 
ſtages of the diſeaſe, are, he maintains, hurt- 
ful. He is of opinion, that pure, free, cold 
air, . admitted, the prudent uſe of 
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cold acidulated drink, a frequent upright poſ- 


ture, and the greateſt cleanlineſs, are the partiz 
culars chiefly to be depended on in the cure, 


To theſe general doctrines our author ſubs 
Joins fiſteen caſes, with a view of illuſtrating 
what he had before delivered, reſpecting puer- 
peral and miliary fevers. From theſe caſes alſo, 
he thinks it appears; that fatal floodings and 
other bad effects, will often ariſe from the re- 
tention of the placenta; from which he infers 
the neceſſity of removing it ſoon after the deli- 
very of the child. 


This treatiſe is concluded with a poſtſeriptz 
containing ſome remarks on a treatiſe on the 
puerperal fever, lately publiſhed by Dr. Hulme, 
which did not fall into our author's hands till 
his book was finiſhed. From ſeveral diſſections, 
Dr. Hulme had concluded, that the puerperal 
fever depends upon an inflammation of the in- 
teſtines and omentum. Mr. White, in order 
to ſhew the fallaciouſneſs of this opinion, endea- 
vours to prove; by quotations from Cleghorn, 
Sir John Pringle, Lind; and other eminent 
authors, that the very ſame appearances are 
almoſt conſtantly obſerved in all fatal putrid 
fevers, He is of opinion, therefore, that, in 
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many caſes, they may be more properly conſi- 
dered as the conſequences than as the cauſes of 
of the diſeaſe, 


Dr. Hulme aſſigns the preſſure of the gravid 
uterus againſt the igteſtines and omentum, as 
the principal prediſponent cauſe of this diſeaſe. 
To this opinion Mr. White objects, that, were 
it true, the puerperal fever ſhould happen ra- 
ther before than after delivery. 


Dr. Hulme had farther urged, in favour of 
his opinion, that from it we can ſee the reaſon 
why all women have been, or ever will be lia- 
ble to this diſeaſe. To this, Mr. White replies, 
that the diſeaſe by no Means takes place ſo fre- 
quently as Dr. Hulme imagines, nor, indeed, as 
it certainly would do, did it depend upon the 
cauſes which the Doctor aſſigns. The proof 
of this fact Mr. White reſts, not only on his 
own obſervation, but upon the concurring teſ- 
. timony of perſons of great note in the practice 
of midwifery ; to many of whom, he aſſures us, 
this diſeaſe is, in a great meaſure, totally un- 
known. As farther evidence, he produces 
extracts from regiſters kept in various lying-in 

hoſpitals, from which he thinks it appears, that 
this diſorder is more or leſs frequent in propor- 


tion 
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tion as ventilation and cool regimen are more 
or leſs ſtrictly attended to. He concludes the 
whole, by mentioning, from Dr. Young, ſome 
particulars, reſpecting the management of the 
lying-in ward in the royal infirmary at Edin- 
burgh. To theſe he aſcribes the remarkable 
ſucceſs attending the practice of midwifery in 
that hoſpital], and, in a particular manner, the 
total abſence of this fever, 
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IV. 


Experiments upon the Human Bile, 2 Reflec- 
tions on the Biliary Secretion ; with an intro- 


ductory Eſſay, By James * M. D. 


8 vo, London. 


N the introductory eſſay prefixed to theſe 

experiments, the ingenious author inculcates 
the neceſſity and advantage of reaſoning 1 in me- 
dicine. He is at particular pains in obviating 
the objections which had been made to reaſon- 
ing, from the frequent and great changes which 
medical theories have undergone. And he 
even goes ſo far as to maintain, that the perpe- 
tual growth and contention of ſyſtems is a mark 
of vigour in the ſtate of medical knowledge, 


His experiments upon the bile are thirty- 
eight in number. All of them were made with 


human cyſtic bile; and moſt of them in the 
way of mixture. {6 


In the firſt eight experiments, the author 
endeavours to aſcertain the effects of mineral 
acids upon the bile, Theſe he found, when 
applied ſtrong, united with the bile, and diſ- 
ſolye it in a ſhort time, with ſome variations 
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of the phenomena producing a fine green 
colour, 


From the inflammable nature of biliary con- 


cretions, and from the effects of the principle 


of inflammability upon acids in metallic ſolu- 
tions, and other mixtures, as explained by Dr. 
Black in his chemical lectures, Dr. Maclurg 
concludes, that the green colour is to be 
aſcribed to the union of the acids with the phlo- 
giſton of the bile. In this opinion he is con- 
firmed by the fugitive nature of this green co- 
lour upon the mixture of nitrous acid and bile, 
This colour vaniſhes, while a flame coloured 
elaſtic vapour flies off from the mixture. And 
farther, as the bile, upon the addition of acids, 
loſes, not only its colour, but alſo its bit- 
terneſs, he concludes, that both the colour and 
taſte of the bile depend upon the phlogiſton 
which it contains. 


In the ninth and tenth experiments, the au- 
thor gives an account of the effects of vegetable 
acid upon the bile. He found, that vinegar 
and juice of lemons inſtantly coagulated bile, 
at the ſame time changing its colour to yellow. 


From the eleventh experiment it appears, 
that the mineral acids in a diluted ſtate, have 
nearly the lame effect upon the bile as the vege- 
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table. This Dr, Maclurg aſcribes to their hay- 
ing, when in a diluted ſtate, a leſs vehement 
attraction to phlogiſton, By the twelfth and 
thirteenth experiments, he finds, that bile is 
alſo coagulated by ſpirit of wine, and by heat, 
This ſuggeſted to him the ſuſpicion of there 

ing a quantity of coagulable lymph in the 
bile; in which opinion he was confirmed by 
the fourteenth and three following experiments, 
In theſe, he ſeparated. the coagulable ſubſtance 
from every other part of the bile, apd found it 
anſwer to all the teſts of coagulable lymph 
when tried with ſpirit of wine, alcali, and acid, 


The coagulum of the bile, formed by the 
vegetable acid, being a combination of the 
colouring matter of the bile with its lymph, 
is the ſubject of the eighteenth and fix fol- 
lowing experiments. From trying this co- 
agulum with different acids, water, ſpirit of 
wine, a ſolution of cauſtic alkali, &c. it ap- 
pears, that the colouring matter of the bile 
is affected by the ſame relations when coagu- 
lated, as before coagulation, That the ve» 
getable acid, however, does produce. ſome 
change upon it, is evident, from the colour of 
the coagulum bong different from that of the 
arigival bile, As by this change the cyſtic bile 
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approaches nearer to the colour of the hepatic, 
and, as its former colour may be reſtored by 
the addition of an alkali, the author concludes, 
that the colour of thecyſtic bile depends upon an 
alkaline nature which it acquires during its 
ſtagnation in the gall-bladder, This circum- 
ſtance, he thinks, may. alſo account for its 


greater bitterneſs, 


The next ſet of experiments was made with 
a view to examine the opinion of Mr. Durade, 
who has alledged that the colour of the bile 


depends upon iron. But, upon trials with the 


alkali prepared for making Pruſſian blue, and 


with powder of galls, he could find no reaſon 
for adopting that opinion. 


The eight laſt experiments are made with a 
view to determine the relation of bile to putre- 
faction. Upon trying putrid bile with acids, 
ſpirit of wine, and heat, the author found that 
the coagulability of the bile was diminiſhed by 


putrefaction; but that its bitterneſs was rather 


encreaſed. It appears, therefore, that the 
bitterneſs of the bile refiſts the effect of pu. 
trefaction in changing the qualities of bodies, 
and continues unaltered, when the coagulable 
matter has proceeded far in its degeneracy, 
Beſides this, from the 36th, 37th, and 38th 
| experi- 
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experiments, the author finds, that bile, in its 
own nature, is antiſeptic, but that when co- 
agulated by acids, it imparts to water a 
ſtronger antiſeptic power than is to'be found in 
pure and unaltered bile, From this he con- 
cludes, that the antiſeptic principle of the 
bile is connected with its bitterneſs, and that 


probably it 1s alſo a quality of the colouring 
matter, | | 


After theſe experiments, Dr, Maclurg pro- 
ceeds to his reflections on the biliary ſecretion. 
Here our author firſt remarks a ſtrong analogy 
between the milk, the bile, and the common 
' maſs of blood. Their baſis, he obſerves, is 
a coagulable matter. They all contain a mat- 
ter analagous to the ſugar of vegetables ; and, 
from the beſt chemical analyſis, their ſaline con- 
tents appear alſo to be the ſame. Their colouring 
matter, he allows, is indeed a good deal dif- 
ferent; But, as the beſt chemiſts ſuppoſe 
that the colouring matter of the blood is formed 


from the oil of the milk, ſo the ſame powers 


continuing to act may, he imagines, change 
the calouring part of the blood into that of 
the bile. He allows, however, that theſe 
colouring matters, although in their nature 


analogous, are in different ſtates, as they do 
| not 
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not give the ſame phznomena on their mixture 
with the acids, | 


The author next obſerves, that the yolk of an 
egg has a great analogy to the blood, It is in- 
tended for the formation of blood in the foetus, 
and contains a colouring matter, which, like 
that of the blood and bile, flies off with ſtrong 
acids, Thus, ſays he, we have a ſcale of 
animal fluids, all of which are ſimilar, yet all 
different, Theſe are, the milk, the yolk of 
the egg, the blood, and the bile. It is their 
common character to contain a coagulable 
matter, united with other ingredients, the chief 
of which is phlogiſton. 


This phlogiſton, by the animal proceſs, is 
gradually evolved, and, at length, in the bile, 
gives evident indications of its being preſent in 
the moſt fimple and active ſtate. In proof of 
this, he adduces many arguments, with a view 
to eſtabliſh a connection between the oil of the 
milk, the colouring matter of the blood, and 
that of the bile. Theſe are chiefly deduced from 
the influence of diſeaſes upon the bile, and the 
effects of exhauſtion, either by large evacua- 
tions, or want of aliment, 


After his remarks on the colouring matter, 
he next makes ſome reflections on the coagulable 


Part 
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part of theſe fimilar fluids, From experiments 
and obſervations, he concludes, that, in the 
milk, which is the one extreme of the ſcale, 
the union of the coagulable lymph with the 
other parts is the leaſt intimate; and that, in 
the bile, which is the other extreme, it is 
moſt complete. He ſuppoſes, therefore, that 
the union of the parts of theſe analogous 
liquors, 1s gradually rendered more perfect 
by the continuance of the animal ſeptic 
procels. 


Having thus ftated the relation between the 
bile and other animal fluids, Dr. Maclurg next 
applies theſe obſervations to accoynt for many 
phenomena in diſeaſes, particularly for that 
great redundancy of bile ſo much connected 
with the intermittent and remittent fevers, and 
the dyſentery of warm climates. He is of opi- 
nion, that the marſh miaſmata, inducing theſe 
feyers, operate as a putrid ferment in the ſyſtem. 
Hence the biliary ſecretion, which is intended 
far the diſcharge of degenerating lymph and red 
globules, muſt be augmented by the introduc- 
tion of this ferment. He concludes, therefore, 
that the increaſe of this ſecretionis a means which 
nature employs in theſe diſorders for her relief; 
| and that the general method of cure ſhould 
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conſiſt in promoting the biliary diſcharge by 
the ſafeſt and moſt expeditious means; and 
in cotrecting, by tonics and antiſeprics, that 
ſtate of the VIRGO WIN I: It ne- 
ceſſary. 


Our author's next rellections are, with reſpe& 
to the influence of bile upon digeſtion. He is of 
Opinion, that digeſtion is perſormed by fermenta- 
tion, andis attended with the conſtant generation 
of acid in the ſtomach. The firſt operation of this 
acid liquor, after paſſing the pylorus, will be to 
coagulate the bile. The coagulum of bile is not 
miſcible with water, but communicates to it 
ſomething of a more antifeptic nature than pure 
bile itſelf. Thus the antiſeptic principle is 
evolved and ſeparated frotn the putreſcent co- 
agulable part. And, while the latter is com- 


mitted to the alvine diſcharge, the former is ap- 


plied to uſeful purpoſes in the economy. This, 
he obſerves, gives us another view of the final 
cauſe of that large ſecretion of bile, which is 
the conſtant effect of long continued heat; and 
of that appetite for acids which then ſubſiſts. 
One of the moſt curious facts reſpecting the 
ſecretion of bile, is its relation to the paſſions. 
This is the next ſubject of reflection. The ſe- 
cretion of bile is remarkably increafed, by anger 


and 
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and by terror. Theſe. paſſions are intended to 
prompt us to oppoſe, or to avoid any power 
which threatens danger. And here the author 
imagines we muſt look for the final cauſe of the 
large ſecretion of bile which in general attends 
them. Low ſpirits, timidity, and deſpair are 
frequently obſerved to be effects of g feeble ſtate 
of action in the alimentary canal. An oppoſite 
temper of mind is connected with an oppoſite 
ſtate of this function. A quantity of bitter fluid, 
therefore, poured into the alimentary canal by 
ſtimulating it to a ſtronger action, will anſwer 
the purpoſe of both paſſions. 


The next obſervation which out author makes 
is, with reſpect to the influence of bile upon 
temperament. A bilious temperament, he 
obſerves, is naturally produced by exceſhve 
heats, and is the common one in warm cli- 
mates. This he aſcribes to the acceleration of 
the ſeptic animal proceſs which there takes 
Place. 


The laſt ſubject on which Dr. Maclurg offers 
any reflections is biliary calculi, Heobſerves,that 
art can do little in removing theſe concretions ; 
and that therefore'it ſhould be our endeavour to 
trace them to their origin, and diſcover, if poſ- 
ſible, the means of preventing their formation. 

From 
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From many facts, he is inclined to believe, that 
the common, opinion, of gall-ſtones being 
formed in conſequence of the ſtagnation of bile, 
is ill founded; and that many of them are ori- 
ginally bile coagulated by an acid. This acid, 
formed in the ſtomach, may, he imagines, be 
inſinuated into the end of the ductus commu- 
nis, and the bile with which it there comes in 
contact, will immediately take the form of a 
cheeſy concretion. This coagulum will after- 


wards be either puſhed into the duodenum, or 


carried into the gall-bladder, according to the 
determination of motion in the ducts. In the 
latter caſe, it will produce biliary calculi. 


The author, however, does not imagine, 


that, in this way, all biliary concretions are pro- 


duced. Thoſe found in the biliary pores of 
oxen, are, he allows, independent of coagu- 
lation from acid; and he alledges, that their 
different appearance evidently ſhews a different 
origin. Theſe he aſcribes to a general diſpoſi- 


tion in the fluid to concrete, . 


From ſome experiments made with biliary 
coneretions, he concludes that they are com- 
poſed of the ſame materials with the bile itſelf; 
but that they have undergone ſome ſpontane- 


ous 
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ous change, during their ſtagnation in the body, 
Hence the colouring matter of theſe calculi 
does not produce that fine vivid green with 
acids which the bile itſelf and the freſh coagu- 
lum of that fluid exhibit. And the coagulable 
part has acquired the appearance of a calcareous 
or chalky matter. 


Granting that acid i in the alimentary canal is a 
ſource of biliary concretions, their prevention, 
our author obſerves, is not to be effected by 
the deſtruction of acid. Acid is continually 
generated in digeftion, and probably ſerves 
ſome important purpoſes 'in the oeconomy. 
Beſides, in the healthy animal, it produces no 
bad effect. Moſt; probably, then, it only tends 
to generate calculi, .in conſequence of ſome 
inverſion of the ordinary motion in the alimen- 
tary canal, which is in ſome degree confirmed, 
from conſidering that biliary calculi are con- 
nected with gouty and nephritic conſtitutions. 
In order, therefore, to prevent the formation 
of biliary calculi, every thing which tends to 


weaken the nervous ſyſtem, and of conſequence 


the alimentary canal, muſt be avoided, With 
this view, ſedentary life, and full luxurious 
_ ate neee to be guarded againſt, 
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Recourſe muſt, at the ſame time, be had to 
theſe means which nature ſeems to have ap- 
pointed for maintaining the vigour of the 


ſyſtem, eſpecially a certain degree of cold, and 
proper bodily exerciſe, 


V. 


Jacobi Bartholomaei Beccarii Opuſculum de 
Latte. Vid. De Bononienſi Scientiarum et 
Artium Inflituto atque Academia Commentarii. 
Tomi Quinti Pars prima, 4to, Bonon, 


ECCARIUS had formerly publiſhed 
D ſeveral experiments on corns and broths 
of different kinds, which received very general 
approbation. His induftrious reſearches have 
not ſtopped there. In the paper now before 
us, we are preſented with the refult of many 
experiments which he has made on milk. 


Without repeating the experiments which had 


been made by Boerhaave and Macquer on this 
ſubject, he takes it up where they had left it. 
Boerhaave, from his experiments, had conclud- 
ed, that cows milk, which was the ſubject upon 
which he chiefly operated, neither contained an 

Vol. I. 3 | acid 
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acid nor an alkali; that it was hardly in any 


degree ſaline; and that it yielded no ſpirit upon 


diſtillation. And Macquer was of opinion that 
it contained no ſalt, which was not to be re- 
ferred to the tribe of acids, and that it yielded 


nothing which gave even the ſlighteſt indi- 


cation of volatile alkali. The experiments of 


our author, however, led him to > form very dif- 
ferent concluſions, 


His firſt experiments were made with that 
fatty, ſweet-taſted reſiduum, which is obtained 


on the ſimple diſtillation of milk. With this 


he filled a retort to about two thirds, and ſub- 
jected it to a heat, at firſt gentle, but after- 


wards encreafed to a confiderable degree. In 
the beginning, a watery, limpid, taſteleſs liquor 


aroſe ; after this the liquor which came over 


appeared of a ſtraw colour, and was ſomewhat 
acid to the taſte; it then became more and more 
of a deep colour, and, at the ſame time, more 
acid; towards the end, it became blackiſh and 
empyreumatic; and, at laſt, upon the heat 


being greatly encreaſed, white vapours aroſe 


and flew about the receiver, till ſome of them 
were condenſed into a liquid, and others ad. 
hered in a ſolid ſtate to the ſides of the veſſel; 
in the form of diſtinct and beautiful ramifica- 


tions; 
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tions; in the mean time, a thick foetid oil 
began to cover the top of the liquor, which 
put an end to the proceſs, In the retort, there 
remained a thick black coloured ſubſtance, 


The next experiments made by the author 
were with the ſerum of the milk. By a very 
gentle heat, he drew off all the watery part of 
the ſerum, ſo as to leave nothing but what is 
commonly called the ſugar of milk, This he 
ſubjected to the ſame proceſs as the maſs laſt 
mentioned, and with preciſely the ſame effect. 


From theſe experiments, Beccarius was led to 
imagine, that both the milk, taken altogether, 
and the ſerum, when ſeparated from it, contain 
no inconſiderable proportion of a volatile alka- 
line ſalt, To ſatisfy himſelf with regard to 
this, he next endeavoured. to inveſtigate the 
nature of thoſe products which he had obtained, 
From the common teſts by which acids and 
alkalies are detected, he found that the fluid 
which he had obtained was an acid. Whilſt 
the more ſolid ſublimate which came over at 


laſt, was evidently of an alkaline nature. 


| Having, from theſe experiments, diſcovered 
that both milk and its Terum contain a volatile 


alkali ; he obſerves that an alkali might natu- | 
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rally be ſuppoſed to be preſent alſo in cheeſe. 
But as Mr. Macquer had been of a different 
opinion, he reſolved to determine this alſo by 
experiment. For this purpoſe he employed a 
glue, well known to joiners, which ig prepared 
from cheeſe by boiling and preſſure. He was 
led to prefer this glue to the cheeſe itſelf, as he 
had formerly found, that even the glue from 
corn was of an animal and alkaline nature. 
Having put ſome of this glue into a retort, he 
expoſed it to a heat at firſt gentle, but after- 
wards more conſiderable. There aroſe, at firſt, 
a limpid fluid, then a turbid milky one of a 
urinous ſmell. After this, there came over a 


vapour, ſome of which covered the ſides of the 


receiver, and ſome was converted into an acrid 
liquor, very fimilar to that which is obtained 
from animal ſubſtances, Along with all theſe 
products, ſome oil came over, which became 
thicker and blacker as the diſtillation advanced. 


The maſs remaining in the retort was very dry 
and much burnt, 


The author concludes this paper, by point- 


ing it out as a ſubject of enquiry, whether theſe 


alkaline ſalts be always preſent in the milk in a 
determined proportion? or, whether the quati- 


_ tity produced may be varied by the means uſed 
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for obtaining them ? This queſtion, from the 
experiments now before us, he admits that he 
is unable to determine, But, he obſerves, 
that from the experiments which he has made 
on wheat, it appeared that the porportion of 


alkaline falt, contained in equal quantivies of 
the ſame matter, never varied. 


VI, 


Vincentii Menghini Opuſculum de Aguarum vi 
in Calculis diſſolvendis. Vid. De Bononienfi 
Scientiarum et Artium Inſtituto atque Academia 
Commentarii, Tomi Quinti Pars prima, 
4to, Bonon. er 


ENGHIN Us had obſerved, that dif- 
ferent waters poſſeſſed a power of diffoly- 
ing human calculi. He was led, therefore, to 
make the following experiments, with a view 
of diſcovering, whether this power refides in 
pure water, or is the effect of an impregnation 
with any particular ſubſtances. 


With this intention he employed five dif- 
' ferent kinds of water, viz. diſtilled rain-water ; 
da not diſtilled ; well-water, with a 
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ſmall impregnation of clay; very pure well 


water; and rain- water impregnated with ſoluble 
tartar. To ten ounces of each of theſe waters, 
put into a phial by itſelf, he added a bit of 
hard human calculus, weighing fourteen grains. 
To prevent any deception in theſe experiments, 
the bit of calculus put into each phial was 
taken from the ſame maſs. Theſe phials were 
then expoſed to a heat very near that of the 
human body. At the end of a few days, air- 
bubbles could be diſcovered on the ſurface of 


the water contained in all the phials. Theſe 


continued, at times, to riſe during the whole 
ſpace for which they were kept in that ſtate. 
At the end of twenty days the calculi were 


taken out. That which was in the diſtilled 


rain-water, had loſt two grains of its weight ; 
and, after rubbing off from it a thin mucus 
coat, upon being touched, it tinged the fin- 


gers with a white colour; ſmall pieces could, 


at the ſame time, be eafily broken off from it. 
The ſtone, which was in the undiſtilled water, 


had loſt three grains of its weight, Every 


other circumſtance attending it was the ſame as 
before obſerved with regard to the laſt. That 
which was in the well-water impregnated with 


clay had loſt fix grains, with the ſame appear- 


ance 
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ances as the two former, That in the pure 
well-water had loſt ſeven grains, and was in the 
ſame ſtate with the others, except that its co- 
vering was of a gummy, rather than of a mucous 
conſiſtence. And, laſtly, That which had 
been in the rain-water, impregnated with ſolu- 
ble tartar, after the removal of its mucous co- 
vering, which weighed half a grain, was found 
to have loſt eight grains. Our author farther 
obſerves, that all theſe waters, a few days after 
the ſtones were taken out of them, depoſited 


ſediments, but with different appearances. 


Still farther to determine the reſpective dif- 
ferences of theſe waters, in diſſolving calculi, 
the ſame ſtones were again put into water of 
the ſame kind, and in the ſame manner. That 
which had before loſt eight grains, was now 
reduced to one grain. Thoſe put into the two 
different kinds of well-waters, and into the un- 


diſtilled rain-water, loſt each four grains more, 


And, laſtly, That in the diſtilled rain water 
ſuffered a diminution of one grain only. From 
theſe experiments, then, the author concludes, 
that the power which waters poſſeſs of diſſolv- 
ing calculi, depends upon ſome impregnation ; 
and that this power is varied in different waters, 
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from differences in the ſubſtances with which 
they are impregnated. 

The author, next, endeavours to determine 
the comparative power of diſſolving calculi, 
obtained by different impregnations: and, from 
a ſet of experiments, made with this view, he 
found, that ſoluble tartar is more effectual in 
rendering water capable of diſſolving calculi 
than Glauber's Salt, Sea Salt, Nitre, Sal Am- 
moniac, Alum, or Regenerated Tartar, 


VII. 


Jani Planci Ariminenſis Epiſtola de Urina Ve- 
neta. Vid. De Bononienſi Scientiaram et Ar- 
tium Inſtituto atque Academia Commentarii. 


Tomi Quinti Pars prima, 4to, Bonon. 


HE author of this letter relates the caſe of 
a man, who, for eight or ten days before 


his death, voided urine with a ſediment reſem- 
bling Pruſſian blue. This patient was about ſixty 


years of age, and of a ſtrong conſtitution ; but 
he had for two years laboured under a dyſuria, 
This, however, had been leſſened by dilu- 


ents 
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ents and demulcents. A few days before his 
death, being much depreſſed with grief, he was 
attacked with a fever, attended with great dry- 
neſs of his tongue and fauces, probably in con- 
ſequence of his refuſing to drink ſufficiently, It 
was not, however, accompanied with any con- 
fiderahle heat, or great alteration in his pulſe. 
After the third day of this fever, he began to 
diſcharge urine with a blue ſediment. Our au- 
thor collected it for three mornings, evapo- 
rated it by the heat of the ſun, and found it 
greatly to reſemble the Pruſſian blue. For the 
q three ſucceeding days, the whole urine diſ- 
1 charged during the night, at which time the blue 
ſediment had before principally appeared, be- 
came of a greeniſh colour, and acquired a ſmell, 
much reſembling that of ſpirit of ſal ammo- 
niac. From this urine, upon being filtered, 
a powder was obtained reſembling verdegris. 
For the laſt three days before death, the urine 
could no longer be collected, as it was con- 
ſtantly diſcharged in drops ; but, during this 
time, it continued to tinge the linens of a blue 
colour, He then died, being at length-worn | 
out by continued abſtinence from food and 
medicines, | 
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Upon examining his body the day after; the 
back part appeared very livid, and, on the 
fore part, were many puſtules, reſembling the 
eruption in the gutta roſacea. Theſe puſtules 
had begun to appear a few days before his 
death, The bladder was much thickened, 
and had numerous plice reſembling thoſe 


of the ſtomach. The ſphincter of the bladder 


was much contracted ; but the ureters were ſo 
much dilated, as to be about the fize of the 
inteſtines of a lamb. A portion of urine was 
contained in the bladder; but it had not the 
blue ſediment. The kidneys were flaccid, but 
ſound, and had no appearance of any blue 
tinge. The inteſtines, ſtomach, and lungs, 
were gangrenous, 


Whilſt this caſe was the ſubject of converſa- 
tion, a woman, aged about ſixty, came to the 
author, and gave him an account of ſomething 


ſimilar having happened to herſelf, She inform- 


ed him, that, about twenty years before, ſhe had 


laboured under hyſteric ſymptoms, which ſhe 


aſcribed to a deficiency of her menſes. For the 
removal of theſe complaints, ſhe took ſome me- 
dicated broths; and when ſhe was coſtive, a 
ſmall pill leſs than a pea. But, from this pill, a 
violent purging came on, which was ſucceeded 
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by a diſcharge of urine with a blue ſediment. 
This ſediment adhered ſo ſtrongly to the ſides of 
the veſſel in which the urine was contained, that 
it was with great difficulty removed from thence. 
After three or four days continuance, this ap- 
pearance in her urine ceaſed. It deſerves to be 
remarked, that in this caſe, as well as the for- 
mer, it was not the urine itſelf, but the ſedi- 
ment only, which had a blue colour. 


After the narration of theſe two caſes, our 
author obſerves, that Actuarius, one of the laſt 
Greek phyſicians, gives an inſtance of blue 
urine in a boy, from taking a bitter pill, in- 
fended for another patient. In that caſe, the 
urine was firſt black and then blue ; but ſoon 
after, it reſumed its natural colour without 
having been productive of any inconvenience. 
Actuarius afhrms, that ſuch urine is not a dan- 
gerous ſymptom, if it proceechfrom any medi- 
cine; but that, in all other caſes, a blue colour 
in urine is, next to a black one, the moſt fatal 
appearance that can occur in it. Our author, 
however, thinks it probable, that Actuarius had 
never ſeen any other caſe of blue urine, as he 
mentions this one only. He imagines, therefore, 


that he had formed his prognofis concerning it 


entirely from the Galenical doctrine of humours. 


Our 
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Our author concludes this letter, by hinting 
as a ſuppoſition, that the pills taken by the 
old woman, and by Actuarius's boy, might have 
been compoſed of colocynth. In proof of 
which he obſerves, that this medicine is nat 
only bitter, but is. likewiſe a ſtrong purgative. 
He ſeems alſo to think, that his patient might 
have taken ſome ſuch medicine, although he 
would not acknowledge it. 


VIII. 


Guſmani Galeatii Opyſculum de Cortice Peru- 

Viano. Vid. De Bononienſi Scientiarum et 
Artium Inſtituto atque Academia Commentarii. 
Tomi Quinti Pars ſecunda, 4to, Bonon. 

5 1 1 
HE intention of this diſſertation is, to 
correct ſome particulars mentioned by the 
celebrated Torti, reſpecting the uſe of Peruvian 
bark in the cure of intermittent fevers, which 
our author thinks are eontradicted by experi- 


ence. He ſets out with obſerving, that the 


enumeration of the ſpecies of fevers, which is 
given by Torti, is incomplete. To theſe ſpecies, 
he 
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he thinks, one ſhould be added, which is ne- 
ceſſarily attended with aſthma, and which may 
be removed alſo by the uſe of bark. 


The nature and cure of this fever he illuſtrates 
by two caſes. The firſt is the cafe of a man 
about ſeventy years of age, who was attacked 
with an acute continued fever, attended with 
orthopnoea, ſtertor, and cough. This fever, 
about the ſeventh day, manifeſtly remitted, the 
ſymptoms being always more mild in the 
morning, and ſuffering an exacerbation in the 
afternoon. With a view to remove it, the 
patient had been blooded three times, and had 
taken emollients and attenuants; but without 
any relief, He was then ordered to take eight 
drams of Peruvian bark every day; but he had 
ſcarce taken it two days before he expectorated 
a large quantity of bloody bilious matter, by 
which his ſymptoms were greatly relieved; 
and, in a few days longer, from the dontinu- 


ance of io bark, he was reſtored to n 
health. 


The 8 caſe is that of a woman, aged 


forty, who had been ſeized with a tertian inter- 
mittent fever, in the ſpring, from which ſhe was 
freed by the uſe of Peruvian bark. But, for- 
king the remedy too ſoon, and returning to 
4.71 work, 
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work, in the enſuing autumn ſhe was attacked 
with a ſevere cough, and difficulty of breathing. 
With theſe complaints, ſhe could he only on 
one fide, They were, at the ſame time, attended 
with a flow continued fever, which ſuffered ex- 
acerbations towards night. Her expectoration 
was in ſmall quantities, of a very thick conſiſt- 
ence, and greatly reſembled pus. Veneſection, 
emollients, and expectorants, gave her no re- 
lief. And, as great proſtration of ſtrength and 
emaciation ſupervened, a phthifis was appre- 
hended. In theſe circumſtances, Galeatius or- 
dered this patient two drams of Peruvian bark 
every day, continuing, at the ſame time, proper, 


expectorants. She had ſcarce taken an ounce. 


of this medicine, before the difficulty of 
breathing was ſo far removed, that ſhe could 
lie in any poſture with eaſe; the fever and cough 
were leſſened, and the expectoration altered 
much for the better. After continuing this 
courſe for about a. fortnight, her fever was 
quite gone, and her aeg Feen re- 
covered. 


The next ct ſpecies of nm, our durtier: confi» 
ders, are thoſe accompanied with lethargy. | In 
the cure of theſe, he obſerves, thatthe uſe of Pe- 
ruvian bark has been no leſs ſucceſsful than of 
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ſuch as are accompanied with aſthma. On this 
ſubject alſo he, preſents us with two caſes, 


The firſt is the caſe of a prieſt, about eighty 
years of age, who was ſuddenly ſeized with 
ſtupor refembling apoplexy, and remained a 
whole day without ſenſe or motion. Theſe 
ſymptoms were at the ſame time accompanied 
with fever. By the affiſtance of blood-letting, 
and other remedies, he recovered, and conti- 
nued well for about twenty-four h6urs. But 
he was again feized in the ſame manner as be- 
fore with a ſecond attack of the fever and 
other ſymptoms. From this ſecond remiſſion, 
our author concluded his patient's diſeaſe to be 
a lethargic tertian. He therefore ordered him 
an ounce of Peruvian bark, which prevented 
the return of the lethargy, and greatly mode- 
rated the fever, Soon after, it was entirely” 
removed. 2 DAS bries: rr) 

The ſecond caſe is that of a man, about thirty 
years of age, who had removed a tertian inter- 
mittent by the Peruvian bark, and a ſuperyen- 


ing jaundice by other remedies. But he was 


ſoon after ' ſuddenly ſeized with loſs of ſpeech 
and ſenſe, attended with violent cries and con- 


vulfive motions. In this condition he remained 
above twenty hours, notwithſtanding the uſe of 
7.” | the 
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the lancet, cupping, friction, and other ſtimu- 
lants. At length, however, he very unex- 
pectedly opened his eyes, began to ſpeak and 
move, and voluntarily drank ſomething, which 
before had been offered him in vain. And, 
although his fever ſtill remained, it was now 
become much milder. But, after ſix hours, 
it again encreaſed with a return of the former 
ſymptoms. The remedies which were before 
employed, for his relief being again tried in 
vain, the uſe of Peruvian bark was determined 
on. Half an ounce of it, therefore, in fine 
powder, was immediately given him. And, 
although he vomited a conſiderable part of it, 
yet enough was-retained to procure a remiſſion 
of his ſymptoms. By the repeated uſe of it, he 
was ſoon after reſtored to perfect health. 


Another particular mentioned by our author, 
in oppoſition to the opinion of Torti, is, that 
the activity of the Peruvian bark in the cure of 
fevers, may, in ſome caſes, be encreafed from 
combining it with other medicines. He ob- 
ſerves, that ſeveral caſes of cholera morbus and 
dyſentery had occurred to him, which con- 
firm this opinion. He here preſents us with 
the hiſtory of two, by way of example, in 
whichthe Peruvian bark failed when given alone; 
-but ſucceeded, when combined with caſcarilla. 


1 he 
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The firſt was the caſe of an old man afflicted 
with dyſentery, and a flow remittent fever. 
After many other remedies had failed, he took 
two drams of Peruvian bark for ſeveral days, 
without any other effe& except a ſmall diminu- 
tion of his fever. But afterwards, he was ſoon 
entirely cured by the daily uſe of one dram of 


Peruvian bark combined with a ſcruple of caſ- 
carilla,* 


The ſecond was the caſe of an old woman, 
who, notwithſtanding the uſe of Peruvian bark, 
was ſubject to frequent returns of a tertian 
fever. She was at length ſeized with vomiting, 
ſucceeded by diarrhoea, both which were re- 
moved in a few days, by the Peruvian bark 
combined with caſcarilla, After this time ſhe 
ſuffered no relapſe. 


As a farther confirmation of the advantages 
to be derived from combining Peruvian bark 
with caſcarilla, the author mentions the caſe of 
a young knight, who employed it for the cure 
of a tertian under which he laboured. It purged 

and ſweated him violently, without relieving 
his diſeaſe, But, upon the addition of the caſ- 
carilla, he was ſoon perfectly cured of his fever, 
by means of it, without either purging or 
ſweating. Fr. CDs 8 
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The author further endeavours to confirm. 


the propriety of exhibiting other medicines 
with Peruvian bark, in ſome caſes, from the 
authorities of Albertinus, Mangetus, and Do- 
leus. He likewiſe differs from Torti, in his 
aſſertion that two ounces of Peruvian bark are 
capable of removing any fever in which it can 


be of ſervice, On the contrary, he affirms, 


that he has frequently found it neceſſary to 


give it from five ounces to a pound before it 
produced the deſired offect. 


IX. 


Cajetani Tacconu Opuſculum de Rachitide, 
Vid. De Bononienſs Scientiarum et Artium 


Inſtituto atque Academia Commentarii. Tomi 
Quinti Pars ſecunda, 4tq, Bonon. 


IN this diflertation, the author enters upon 

his ſubject with the particular hiſtory of the 
caſe of a woman afflifted with the rickets, in 
which very uncommon appearances occurred. 
When about three years of age, ſhe began to 


be diſtorted in her thorax both before and be- 


hind. In a ſhort time after, not only the ſpine 
and ribs, but alſo the bones of the arms were 


e | much 
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much bent. About the ſeventh year of her 
age, to theſe diſtortions were ſuperadded 
weakneſs, torpor, inactivity, and every other 
ſymptom of true rachitis, She lived, how- 
ever, during a continual encreaſe of theſe 
complaints, till the forty-ſeventh year of her 


age. But then, being worn out with pain and 
other afflictions, ſhe died. 


Upon opening her after death; a very great 
tumour preſented itſelf in the abdomen. It 
was of a white colour; and felt ſomewhat rough. 
By its bulk, it filled not only the abdomen, but 
alſo a conſiderable part of the thorax. Part of 
the inteſtines was forced into the pelvis, and 
patt with the ſtomach, ſpleen, and liver into 
the thorax, The liver was puſhed up as far 
even as the clavicles. This tumour was co- 


vered with a fine thin membrane, which pro- 


ceeded from the lumbar vertebræ, and was 
thicker and ſofter about the kidney than at any 
other place. There alſo it was full of varicoſe 
veſſels; This tumour, at firſt fight, appeared 
to be a ſchirrus ; and as it ſeemed to be divided 
by four furrows, it was concluded, that it con- 
fiſted of four different parts. Upon endeavour- 
ing to cut into the part which firſt preſented 
.itfelf at the navel, it was found that a knife 
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could not penetrate it. | A ſaw, therefore, was 
employed, as it was concluded to be of a bony 
conſiſtence. This was found to be really the 


caſe, and, when it was opened, it exhibited a 


cavity reſembling that'of a human ſkull. This 
cavity contained about a pound and a half of 
a viſcid fluid. The inner, as was all the outer 
fide of this tumour, was lined by a membrane. 
Oppoſite to the navel, where it was firſt opened, 
the bone was about the thickneſs of a finger 
breadth, But towards its baſe, at the loins, it 
was of the thickneſs of two fingers breadth and 
a half. Where it had the appearance of bone, 
it was of a ſpongy texture. But as it extended 
upwards towards the diaphragm, it became 


gradually ſofter, and ſeemed, at laſt, to be of 
a ſchirrous nature. From attentively conſider- 


ing its origin, it appeared to be a tumour of 
the meſentery. 

The ſecond tumour much reſembled the 
former; but it was ſchirrous only, and had no 
where aſſumed the conſiſtence of bone. It 
was joined to the other about the right hy po- 


chondrium, and occupied the ſeat of the liver 
and ſtomach. As well as the preceeding, it 


formed a cavity containing upwards of two 
pounds of fluid. Its cortical ſubſtance was 
about two fingers breadth in thickneſs. 

; The 
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The third tumour was alſo of a ſchirrous 


nature, It was leſs then the former, and 
united ſo cloſely to the left kidney, that they 
could not be ſeparated without great difficulty. 
This kidney was at the ſame time diminiſhed 
to half the ſize of the right one. 


The fourth tumour was of the ſame nature. 
It was almoſt totally ſituated in the thorax, and 
was joined to the upper part of the great bony 
one. | | 


'The length of thoke four tumours, taken alto- 
gether, was thirty-four inches ; their depth 


twenty-four inches; and the weight of the 


whole was thirty-two pounds, 


The author thinks it needleſs to give any 
account of the carjous ribs and vertebræ, and 
other morbid appearances comman in the 
rickets, which were alſo to be met with in this 
caſe. He next proceeds, therefore, to conſider 
the cauſe of the rickets ; and, on this ſubject, 
he adopts the opinion gf Boerhaave, who 
thought that ou aliment, part of which is of 
an aceſcent nature, is not fit for the purpoſes 
of nutrition and growth, till it has acquired an 
alkaline tendency, To this opinion, he more 
readily aſſents, as it ſeems to agree with the ex- 
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periments of Ruyſch, who found that alkalies 
preſerved the hardneſs and ſolidity of the bones, 
but that acids rendered them more ſoft and 
ſlexible. Since, therefore, the rickets proceed 
from weaknefs of the bones, and laxity of the 
ligaments, giving riſe to diſtortions, he thinks 
it evident that this diſeaſe muſt be aſcribed to 
acidity in thoſe humours which nouriſh the 
bones, 

He next obſerves, that it will not be impro- 
per to inquire in what nfanner the bones are 
nouriſhed, He totally denies that they receive 
their pouriſhment thropgh bony canals, unleſs 
it may be allowed that ſqmething of this kind 
takes place in children, whoſe bones being 
ſofter, may be nouriſhed differently! from thoſe 


of adults. He farther adds, that he could 


never find any glandular ſubſtance, which, as 
has been aſſerted by ſome, could aſſiſt in the 
nutrition of the bones. He is of opinion, that 
the nutrition of the bones is to be referred to 
their membranes alone. In ſupport of this 
opinion, he relates the diſſection of the leg of 


a man who died of a fever, ſoon after he had 
| recovered from a fracture of the tibia. In this 


caſe, he found that the re-union of the bones 
had been effected 1 a callus, produced from 
the 
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the perioſteum, and that the fractured ends re- 
mained perfectly diſtinct. 


The author next enumerates ſeveral phæno- 
mena, which he has obſerved with reſpect to 
the bones of rickety patients. He informs us, 


firſt, that the bones were almoſt always bent, 


where they receive the greateſt number of arte- 


* ries. - 24ly, That theſe arteries dilate when 


they enter the bones, and are again conſtricted 
immediately after they have entered them. 3dly, 


That the holes and cells in the concave part of 
the bones are filled with blood. 40%, That 


thoſe cells are in general deprived of perioſ- 


teum; but, where any can be found, it is ob- 
. ſerved to be in an ulcerated ſtate. And, laftly, 


That the convex part of the bones is in no de- 


gree altered from its natural ſhape, except in 
being bent. 


In the concluſion a this paper, we are pre- 
ſented with ſome obſervations on the cure of 
the rickets. Here, our author, in general, ap- 
proves of the medicines which have been com- 
monly preſcribed. But he objects to the ordi- 


nary method of applying emollients, corrobo- 


rants, and ſupports to the affected bones. He 
adviſes that corroborants and ſupports ſhould 
be applied to the concave part of the bones, 
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as being principally weakened; but that 
emollients ſhould be applied to the convex 


part, as he conſiders it to be preternaturally 
hardened, 


X. 


Johannis Babtiſtæ Gaber De Humorihas Auima- 
libus Specimen tertium, Vid. Melanges de Phi- 


loſophie et Mathematique de Ia Societe * de 
Turin. Tom. 3. 4to, Turin. 


R. Gag ER, who had before written two 
diſſertations concerning animal fluids, 


here preſents us with a third upon the ſame 


ſubject. In the proſecution of his experiments 
on the ſpontaneous changes of theſe fluids, he 
was induced to employ them in ſeveral ſtates, 
in which they naturally appear. Accordingly, 
the experiments here related, were made on 
that part of the blood which is commonly 
called the membrane of Ruyſch, on the floc- 
culi afforded by blood diſcharged from a vein 
into warm water, on the fibrous baſe of the 


craſſamentum, and an the eſſential alt of the 
blood. 


By 
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By the help of cold, he ſeparated the coagul- 
able and aqueous parts of the ſerum. Theſe 
he found nearly equal, The firſt, by digeſtion 
in cloſe veſſels, exhibited a purulent ſediment, 
ſurrounded by a very ſmall quantity of water. 
The laſt had all the properties of an aqueous 


fluid. 


The pleuritic cruſt of the blood, diſſolved 
by volatile alkali, was reſtorcd to its natural 
ſtate by the addition of nitrous acid, But it 
was reduced to a jelly only, by the admixture 
of water. From this, our author concludes, 


that, by ſolution with the -alkali, it does not 


aſlume the nature of a ſoap. The tender con- 
ſiſtence which it acquires in the laſt caſe, he 


aſcribes to a part of the water ſtill remaining in 


its pores. The acid, however, reſtores it to 
its proper conſiſtence, as it is capable of at- 
tracting both alkali and water. 


The next experiments he made were with 
that fabulous matter which the purulent ſedi- 
ment of the ſerum, in proceſs of time, depoſites, 


This, he found, could not be diſſolved by 


water, ſpirit of wine, or diſtilled vinegar ; but 
it was readily. and perfe&tly* diflolved by the 
acid of nitre and volatile alkali, From theſe 
trials, he concludes, that this fabulous matter 
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does not conſiſt either of ſaline particles, or of 
the coagulable part of the blood; and that it 
differs from biliary and urinary calculi, and 


from gouty tophaceous concretions. 


The pleuritic cruſt of the blood, when kept 
for a long time, was melted down into a tur- 
bid fluid, which yielded a ſediment, agreeing 
exactly, in chemical properties, with the ſabu- 
lous matter employed in the experiments men- 
tioned above. From this our author concludes 
with Sauvages, De Haen, and Queſnay, that 
this cruſt, although very diſſimilar in appear- 
ance, is the ſame with the coagulable part of 
the ſerum. 


When, by repeated lotions, the red part of 
the blood was waſhed away from the craſſa- 
mentum, what remained had preciſely the 
ſame appearance as the pleuritic cruſt, And, 
upon trials with Alcohol, Mineral Acids, and 
Volatile Alkali, it was found to poſſeſs the 
ſame chemical properties. Hence he concludes, 

that thoſe two ſubſtances are in reality the 
ſame; and, upon this foundation, he explains 
many phenomena which have been obſerved 
with reſpect to the pleuritic cruſt, 


The craſſamentum of the blood, unwaſhed, 
was hardened by acids and alcohol ; but it was 
not 
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not diſſolved by volatile alkali. From this Mr. 
Gaber concludes, that the red globules prevent 


che action of volatile alkali upon the coagulable 


lymph. 


Blood flowing from a vein into water forms 
flocculi, Theſe Mr. Gaber found to be of pre- 
ciſely the ſame nature with the pleuritic cruſt of 
the blood, and the coagulable part of the 
ſerum, He farther found, that the coagula 
formed by ſhaking bload, which, in general, 
paſs by the name of membrana Ruyſchiana, were 
likewiſe of the ſame nature. Hence he deduces 
the reaſon why blood on agitation gives no 


pleuritic cruſt ; the matter of which it ſhould 


be formed being there converted into the mems 


brana Ruyſchiana. 


He next proceeds to account for the miſtakes 
of ſome authors, who have repreſented theſe coa- 
gula as ſoluble in ſpirit of wine. This, he thinks, 
muſt have happened, either from their uſing a 
weak ſpirit, or careleſsly allowing putrefaction 
to come on. With reſpect to the action of fixed 
alkalies on theſe coagula, he found, that oleum 
tartari per deliquium hardened them as much as 
ſpirit of wine; and that this hardneſs remained, 
although they were ſubjected to digeſtion. 


It 
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It has long been a ſubject of diſpute, whe- 
ther fixed and volatile alkalies be of a ſeptic or 
antiſeptic nature. This queſtion, our author 
imagines, may with certainty Pe determined 
from the facts above narrated. He points out 
the fallacy of judging concerning this ſubject 
from the odour emitted. But, as it is the pro- 
perty of putrefaction to melt the ſerum, and 
to deftroy its coagulable nature, he imagines, 
that, upon this ground, the queſtion may be 
determined. The influence of the fixed alkali 
in hardening the coagulable lymph puts, he 
thinks, its antiſeptic nature beyond all doubt. 


He is of opinion, that volatile alkali is like- 


wife antiſeptic, For, although it does diſ- 
ſolve the coagulable part of the blood ; yet 
the diſpoſition to coagulate is evidently not loſt, 
but is recoverable upon the abſtraction of the 
alkali. 1 
He next endeavoured to determine the ation 
of quick-lime upon the inflammatory cruſt of 
the blood, and other coagula of the ſame nature, 
He found that it quickly reduced them to a 
ſtate of jelly, and afterwards perfectly diſſolved 


them. But, upon the addition of aqua fortis, 


they were again reſtared to their former conſiſt- 
ence and colour, 
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The author next gives us an account of ſome 
trials which he made, with a view of obtaining 
the eſſential ſalt of the blood. This he firſt at- 
tempted, by ſeparating the watery from the 
coagulable part, in conſequence of congelation ; 
and afterwards the ſaline from the watery, by 


means of fire. But, in this way, he could ob- 


tain no ſalt, He then put a quantity of ſerum 
into boiling water, which turned the whole to 
a milky colour. The watery part, in this caſe, 
obtained by ftraining through paper, acquired, 
upon evaporation, a very ſalt taſte ; but, when 
it was allowed to cool, no cryſtals could be 
found in it. From this, Mr, Gaber concludes, 


that the native ſalt of the human blood never 
cryſtallizes without great difficulty. 


This paper is concluded with ſome experiments 


on animals killed by heat and inanition. By 
many, it has been imagined, that, in ſuch caſes, 


animals die in conſequence of putrefaction. The 


author's view was to determine this queſtion. 


Three rabbits were killed by being kept for 
ſeveral hours in a degree of heat, from ninety- 
eighttoa hundred, in Fahrenheit's thermometer. 
Upon examination, their lungs were found in- 


flamed ; but no foetor or any other mark of 


putrefaction could be diſcovered ; nor did their 
blood 
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blood or bile efferveſce upon the addition of 
acids, From this, our author concludes, that 
thoſe who, in ſuch caſes, have found marks of 
putrefaction, had left the bodies in the heat in 


which they were killed, for ſome hours after 
death. 


A rabbit, after being kept twenty-one days 
without meat, died from hunger. Upon ex- 
amination, no ſigus of putrefaction could be 
diſcovered ; nor did its fluids ſhew any effer- 1 
veſcence upon the addition of acids. Mr. Gaber 4 
obſerves, however; that authors, of undoubted + 
credit,. have afferted a contrary reſult from 
fimilar experiments. 'This, he imagines, may 
be accounted for, from their experiments being 
made on carnivorous animals. Or, he thinks, 
it may be aſcribed to the animals they em- 
ployed being expoſed to cauſes of putrefaQtion, 
previous to the experiments. 
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3 Account of an extraordinary fleatomatous Tumour 
2 in the Abdomen of a Woman, by P. Hanly, 
F M. D. Vid. Philoſophical Tranſactions, Vol. 
5 61. 4to, London. 

F A Woman of a healthy conſtitution, in the 


thirty-fixth year of her age, and fifth 
month of her pregnancy, became ſenfible of an 
uncommon lump in the region of her ſtomach, 

which felt to be about the ſize of a hen's egg. It 
gave her little pain or uneaſineſs of any kind for 
ſome time after ſhe perceived it ; but, towards 
the end of her pregnancy, ſhe became much 
emaciated, and was frequently troubled with 
reachings and vomiting. On the 23d of May, 
1770, ſhe was delivered of a ſtrong healthy 
child, Three days after this, the tumour 

being much encreaſed in ſize, and the reach- 
ings becoming more violent, ſhe ſent for Dr. 
Hanly. Upon examining her abdomen, he felt 
a large tumour under the muſcles and peri- 
toneum, extending obliquely from the ſto- 
mach towards the right umbilical region. He 
could 
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could plainly diſtinguiſh on its ſurface firm pro- 

tuberances, of different dimenſions, which ſeem- 

ed to reſemble the head and ſuperior extremities 

of a foetus, It readily admitted of motion from 

fide to fide; but everyattempt to move it down- 
wards was reſiſted, and occaſioned confiderable 

uncafineſs to the woman. 


The weakneſs of this patient, and the uncer- 
tainty with regard to the nature of the tumour, 
induced the Doctor to delay giving any de- 
obſtruent medicines till her ſtrength ſhould be 
recruited, Meanwhile, with a view to obviate 
ſymptoms, he put her upon a courſe of bitters 
and abſorbents, and enjoined her not to ſuckle 
her child, The woman's poverty not admit- 
ting of her compliance with the latter part of 
the advice, ſhe ſoon became very greatly ex- 
bauſted, and was in a fortnight after delivery, 
ſeized with a hectic fever, attended by the 
uſual ſymptoms of atrophia ; ſmall quick pulſe; 
loſs of appetite; and night ſweats, In the 
mean time, the tumour continued to increaſe 
in ſize. Dr. Hanly then carried along with him 
ten other phyſicians, ſurgeons, and accoucheurs, 
to examine it. They were all of opinion, that 


it was an extra-uterine foetus, the head, 


trunk, and extremities of which they ima- 
gined, 
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ined, they could diſtinctly feel. They deter- 
mined, however, to leave the event to nature, 
rather than to perform the Cæſarean operation, 
which they were convinced the woman had not 
ſtrength to undergo. 


In this condition ſhe continued to languiſh 
under acute pain, and an increaſe of hectie 
ſymptoms, till about the end of July. A fluc- 
tuation of water was then perceived in her belly, 
and ſoon after, her legs became œdematous. 
From this time opiates were frequently em- 
ployed, and procured her a temporary relief ; 
but the tumour, weakneſs, and other ſymproms, 
daily encreafing, ſhe died on the fecond day of 
September. | 


Upon diſſection there was found in the cavity 
of the abdomen, a tumour about ſeven inches in 

length; near five in breadth, from the ſterdum 
towards the ſpine; and about three in thickneſs, 
It adhered above to the anterior part of the 
ſtomach, and below to the right ovarium. It 
greatly comprefled the colon, anterior lobe of the 
liver, and ſmall inteſtines, the greateſt part of 
which it had forced over to the left fide. It was 
of the ſteatomatous kind, and about the conſiſt- 
ence of tallow, but harder before than behind. 
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It appeared to be divided by thin membranes 
into cells, diſtended with a fatty matter, of 


© different degrees of hardneſs. It weighed ſeven 


pounds, and was of an irregular figure, full of 
prominences of various dimenſions. From its 
fatty cellular appearance, Dr. Hanly conſidered 


it to be a production and diſtenſion of part of 
the omentum. 


XII. 


Experiments on Pulrefaction; by F. L. F. Crell, 


M. D. Profeſſor of Chemiſtry at Brunſwick. 
Vid. Philoſophical Tranſactions, Vol. 61. 4to, 


London. 


R. CRELL begins with obſerving, that, from 
the ingenious labours of Sir John Pringle, 
Mr. Gaber, and Dr. M<Bride, much knowledge 


has of late been acquired concerning putrefac- 


tion, He confiders it, however, as a ſubje& 
which, as yet, is by no means exhauſted, And 


here he preſents us with ſeveral experiments, 


from which he deduces concluſions, in ſome 
reſpects different from the opinions of the two 
gentlemen laſt mentioned, , 


Mr, 
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Mr, Gaber allows that a volatile alkali is pro- 
duced by putrefaction; but, as he could not 
diſcover it in the beginning or the end of the 
proceſs, he denies its exiſtence in theſe ſtates ; 
and concludes, that it is not a neceſſary product 
of putrefaction. From the ſmell conſtantly 
emitted by putrid matter, Dr, Crell was in- 
clined to be of a different opinion. This queſ- 
tion, therefore, he endeavoured to aſcertain 
by experiment. With this view, he preſents us 
with the particular detail of two experi- 
ments, from which it appears, that a volatile 
alkali is preſent as long at leaſt as a putrid 


ſmell continues; and that it is the baſis of this 
ſmell. 


If however, it be allowed, that volatile alkali 
is eſſential to putrefaction, or, at leaſt, is always 
preſent, he is of opinion, that alkalies can never 
be uſed, with the living body, as antiſeptics ; on 
the contrary, he alledges, that the moſt power- 
ful remedies which can be employed, with this 
intention, are acids, He obſerves, however, that 
Dr. M*Bride is of a different opinion, in ſupport 


of which he has adduced the three following 


arguments. 1/, That acids, when applied un- 
changed to the abſorbent veſſels, will not be 
taken up by them. 2dly, That, if we ſuppoſe 

| N 2 | them 
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them to be taken up, they would be highly 
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dangerous. And, 3dly, That in reality they 
are changed before they leave the prime vie. 
To the firſt of theſe our author replies, that, as 
metallic ſalts are evidently abſorbed, he does 
not ſee why the ſame may not hold of ſimple 
acid. With regard to their pernicious effect, he 
maintains, that the experiments upon which 
Dr. M Bride founds this opinion, will by no 
means apply to the living body. And, in an- 
ſwer to the laſt, he brings an experiment to 
prove, that acids, although ſo far changed in 
the alimentary canal, as not to efferveſce with 
alkalies, may, notwithſtanding, check putre- 
faction. He concludes, therefore, that, in 
putrid diſeaſes, their uſe is of great conſequence, 
and ought never to be omitted, 
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XIII. 


Genera of Birds. 8 vo, Edinburgh, 


OR the work now before us, we are in- 
debted to that eminent naturaliſt Mr. 


Pennant. It may be conſidered as a very pro- 


per ſequel to the Synopſis of Quadrupeds, with 
which he has already favoured the world. The 


author is far from aſſuming to himſelf the entire 
merit of this new arrangement. He offers it, 
principally as an improvement of what had 
before been done upon this ſubject by thoſe 


celebrated writers, Ray and Linnæus. In the 


preface we have an explanation of the terms 
uſed in ornithology, to which are ſubjoined 
ſome obſervations on the flight, nuptials, nidi- 
fication, and eggs of birds. 


After this preface, we are preſented with a 
tableof Mr. Pennant's arrangement. To his own 
orders and genera are annexed the correſpondent 
ones in the Syſtema Naturæ of Linnæus. 


He follows Ray in elaſſing all birds under the 
two great diviſions of Land and Water-fowl. 
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In his ſubdiviſion of theſe claſſes into orders, he 
pretty nearly follows Linnæus. The diviſion 
of land-birds comprehends fix orders; four of 


which are taken from Linnæus, two are new 


orders, Theſe are the Columbine, compre- 
hending one genus, taken from the Paſſeres of 
Linnæus; and the Struthious, comprehending 
two genera; the one taken from the Gallinz, 
the other from the Grallæ of Linnæus. Of the 
water-birds, he forms three orders. 1. The 
Cloven-footed, which, except the Pratincole, 
all belong to the Grallæ of Linnzus. 2. Thoſe 
with pinnated feet, taken from the Anſeres and 
Grallæ. 3. The Web- footed, taken from the 
ſame orders. 


Each of the nine orders comprehended under 
the two general diviſions, is next conſidered 
ſeparately. In doing this, he does not give 
any character of the order, but proceeds imme- 
diately to treat of the genera which it contains. 
In conſidering each genus, he has followed 


pretty nearly the ſame plan. Firſt, he gives the 


character of the genus, then quotes ſome ſtan- 
dard plate in which a good example of it may be 
found; and, in general, concludes with a ſhort 
hiſtory of it; mentioning, at the ſame time, 
the correſpondent 3 in Linnæus, Ray, 

and 
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and Briſſon; together with the number of ſpecies 
it contains. His characters of genera are, for q 
the moſt part, taken from Linnæus. On ſome 5 
occaſions, however, he differs from him; but 
where he has done ſo, reaſons are aſſigned for it 
in the preface. Theſe reaſons, while they ap- 
pear ſatisfactory, at the ſame time ſhew the 
great difference which our author entertains for 
the opinions of the Swediſh naturaliſt. 
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A Caſe of Epilepſy, with an Account of the Ap- 
pearances upon Diſſection; by Dr. Daniel de la 


Roche, Phyſician at Geneva; communicated to 


—_—_— "leet A 


Girl, when about eight years of age, was 
ſeized with epilepſy. The fits ſucceeded 
| each other at intervals of three, fix, or eight 

Ih | weeks. After it had continued in this way for 

| a conſiderable time, ſhe was attacked with a pu- 


— 
— 


wh trid fever, from which her life was thought to be 

| 1 in imminent danger. During the continuance 

* of the fever ſhe had no epilepſy; nor did any fit 

. of it return for twenty-two months after her re- 
N 

l ! covery from the fever. But, at the end of that 
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time, ſhe was ſeized with a long and very ſevere 
one. Fourtecn months after ſhe was attacked 
with a ſecond. Theſe were ſuccecded by others 
recurring at intervals, gradually becoming 
ſhorter, Laſt ſummer, I was called to attend 
her. The fits then ſucceeded each other at in- 
teryals of about fix weeks. The convulſive 
motions during the fit had always affected the 
right arm more than any other part of the body. 
About two years before I ſaw her, it began to 
be weakened, and at laſt ſhe loſt entirely the 
power of it. To the feel, it was conſiderably 
colder than the left. I attributed this paralytic 
affection to the atonia which the convulſions 
had left behind them. I thought, therefore, 
that, if the primary diſeaſe could be removed, 


this palſy might eafily be cured by means of 
tonics and ſtimulants. 


Many phyſicians had been conſulted on this 
caſe, and they differed much in their opinions 
with regard to its cauſe, Some of them aſcribed 
it to a diſorder in the hypogaſtric region, others 
to worms, and a third ſet to ſome obſtruction. 
I gave it as my opinion, that the ſeat of the 
diſcaſe was in the head, and that the remedies 
were to be directed there, Accordingly, I 
ordered a bliſter to be applied to the back part 
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of the head and neck. This was done at the 
end of five weeks from the time at which ſhe 
had been attacked with the preceding fit. It 
ſeemed to have ſome effect, as the next fit did 
not recur till ſeventeen days after it had been 
applied; and was at the ſame time leſs ſevere 
than the precading one. I ordered her nothing 
for three weeks after this. Then, however, I 
applied another bliſter, with half only of the 
uſual proportion of cantharides. I ordered, 
that this bliſter ſhould be ſo large as to cover 


the whole head, and that it ſhould be kept 
open for three or four days. This was accord- 
ingly done, and it diſcharged plentifully. A 
few days after it was healed, I applied another 
bliſter to the ſame part, which was managed in 
the ſame manner with the preceding one. This 
method I continued for more than fix weeks. 

I then determined to abſtain from bliſtering for 
ſome time. But, about ten days after the 
healing of the laſt bliſter, and, after an inter- 
val of eleven weeks from the time of the pre- 


ceding fit, ſhe was ſeized with one that ended 
in death. 


Upon diſſection, I found about twelve ounces 
of water in her head; part of which was con- 
tained in the ventricles of the brain, and the 
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reſt in bags, formed by a lengthening of the 
anterior ventricles. Theſe bags reached the 
dura mater, with which they were in contact 
about an inch above the frontal ſinus. Every 
other part of the body was found perfectly in 
its natural ſtate. It may be remarked that this 
hydrocephalus was attended with none of thoſe 
ſymptoms ſo accurately enumerated by Dr. 
White. This patient was neither affected with 
head-ach, vomiting, or ſlow fever. It may, 
I think, be a queſtion, Whether the hydroce- 
phalus was the cauſe of the epileptic fits, or 
merely a concomitant effect? I am inclined to 
the latter opinion; but I think it probable, 


that the compreſſion it occaſioned produced the 
palſy in the arm, 
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II. 


The Cafe of a Man affected with an obſflinate 

Epilepſy, confiderably relieved by the Uſe of the 

Flowers of Zinc, by Mr. Benjamin Bell, Sur- 
geon in Edinburgh. 


Man aged thirty- five, about ten years ago, 

was ſeized with epileptic fits, which have 
continued to recur from time to time ever 
fince. For ſome time after the firſt attack, 
they did not recur oftener than once a month, 
By degrees, however, they became more fre- 
quent ; of late they have ſeldom left him an 
interval of twenty-four hours; and, in general, 
in that ſpace of time, he has fix, eight, ten, 
or even twelve attacks. During the fit, he is 
altogether inſenſible, is convulſed, and foams 
at the mouth; and, upon recovering from it, 
he is ſo much enfeebled that he can hardly 
ſpeak. For ſome time, his fits were not very 
ſevere ; but as they became more frequent, ſo 
they became more violent and of longer dura- 
tion, At length, his memory and judgment 
were ſo much impaired, that he could ſcarce 


anſwer 
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anſwer any one queſtion diſtinctly, which ſtill 
continues to be the cafe, About four years 
ago, as his fits were becoming more ſevere, he 
was ſeized with violent rheumatic pains in his 
limbs. Theſe after ſome time went off; but 
they left ſuch weakneſs and feebleneſs of his 
under extremities, that, for theſe three years 
paſt, he has not been able to get out of bed, 
without the aſſiſtance of two or three perſons. 


His appetite is good, belly __ and pulſe 
ſeventy-two. 


In this ſituation I found him, when I firſt 
viſited him on the 22d of October, 1772. He 
had before that uſed a great variety of medi- 
eines, without any effect. I therefore deter- 
mined to make a trial of the flowers of Zinc, 
which I ordered in the following form. R Flor. 
Zinci gr. Xxiv. Extraft. Gentian. 3 i. M. f. mas. 
et divid. in pil. xxiv. cap. i. n. et v. He con- 
tinued to take two pills a day, till the iſt of 
November. As they produced no ſenſible 
operation, and as his fits continued as violent 
and as frequent as formerly, I ordered that 
His doſe ſhould be doubled. At this doſe he 
continued till the 12th ; his fits, though no 
leſs violent, were then leſs frequent than befote. 
1 therefore, that he might take three 


pills 
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pills in the morning, and as many in the even- 
ing. On the 2oth, his fits continuing ſtill leſs 
frequent, Iaugmented his doſe to four pills. I 
did not fee him again till the 29th, during that 
time, his pills, by accident, had been inter- 
mitted for two days, upon which his fits be- 
came evidently both more frequent and more 
violent, and continued fo for ſome days after. 
As he had never yet found any inconvenience 
from the zinc, I now ordered the doſe to be 
encreaſed to five pills, and repeated thrice 
every day. On the 12th of December, I found 
that he had been entirely free from fits fince the 
| ſecond day after he began this large doſe. As 
he found no inconvenience from the zinc, I 
encreaſed the doſe to fix pills. On the 18th, 
he till continued free from any fit, found him- 
ſelf much more clear and diſtin& than formerly, 
and was able to give tolerable anſwers to any 
queſtions that were put to him. On the 22d, 
he ſtill continued much better, and was able to 
remember every thing that happened to him. 
He had likewiſe, in a conſiderable degree, re- 
covered the uſe of his limbs, in ſo much, that 
he was able to get out of bed with the affiſtance 

of one perſon only ; whereas, formerly, two 
or three had been required, I then ordered his 
doſe 
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doſe to be augmented to ſeven pills thrice a- day. 
On the night of December 26th, he had one fir 
during his ſleep; but it was fo ſlight, that if he 
had not been informed of it by thoſe who at- 
tended him, he ſhould not have known it. I 
then ordered his doſe to be augmented to eight 
pills, Notwithſtanding this, he had one fit 
during the night of the 27th, and two during 
that of the 28th. None of them, however, 
was ſevere, and his intellectual faculties ſtill 
continued to alter for the better. On the nights 
of the 29th, zoth, and 31ſt, he ſtill continued 


to have one or more fits. On the iſt of Ja- 


nuary, 1773, therefore, I ordered his doſe to be 
augmented to ten pills. After this, his fits ſtopt 
again. On the 20th, I ordered his doſe to be 
augmented to twelve pills, and he continued free 
from fits till the evening of the 24th, when he 
had a pretty ſevere one. For the five following 
days, he had two or three fits every night; but 
his memory and judgment remained unaffected 
by them. I ordered him ſtill to continue with 
the former doſe of the zinc, From the 29th of 
January to the 12th of February he had no fits, 
I then ordered his medicine to be diſcontinued, 
after atrial of upwards of four months. He re- 
mained free from fits, till the 18th, on the night 
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of which he had two pretty ſevere ones. After 
this, he had two of three every nighttill the 23d. 
Since that, he has had none, and continues this 
day, March 2, in every reſpect much better than 
before he began the zinc. I now intend intermit- 
ting the uſe of this remedy, till I ſhall be able to 
judge, how far the relief he has obtained may 
be reckoned permanent. 


III. 


An Account of the Appearances upon the Diſſection 
of a Man, who died of a Hyarothorax, in the 
Royal Infirmary, at Edinburgh, from the Fours 
nal of that Hoſpital. 


Man about ſixty years of age, was admitted 
into the Royal infirmary, on the 28th of 
December, 1772, with evident ſymptoms of 
Hydrothorax, and confiderable anaſarcous ſwell- 
ing of his legs. Several remedies were tried 
in vain, His pulſe became gradually ſmall, 

weak, and quick ; his ſtomach unable to bear 
either medicines or food; and he died about the 


twelfth day after his admiſſion. The appear- 


ances upon diſſection were as follows. 


Upon removing the integuments of the ab- 
domen, no water was found in the cavity, 
but 


erer 


n 
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but ſome of the viſcera were a good deal diſ- 
placed. The liver deſcended much lower than 
is common, and its attachment to the diaphragm 
could be diſtinctly perceived below the carti- 
lages of the ribs. The diaphragm itſelf hung 
down on the right fide in the form of a bag, and 
evidently appeared to contain a fluid. The 
other viſcera were diſplaced by this deſcent of 
the liver ; the ſtomach particularly was puſhed 
preatly towards the left fide ; and its oblique 
direction ſo much encreaſed, that the pylorus 
lay almoſt oppoſite to the navel. Some ſma!l 


glands upon the meſentery were found ſchirtous; 


the other viſcera of the abdomen were in a 
ſound ſtate; 


Upon laying open the thorax, the lungs were 
found in a natural ſtate on the left ſide, and there 


was no water in the cavity. But the lungs of the 

right fide were diminiſhed to a very ſmall ſize, 

and the cavity was filled with a dirty whitiſh ca- 

loured liquor, to the quantity of foriie quarts: 

The pleura of the right fide was much thick- 
ened. The pericardium was unuſually large; 

and contained a conſiderable quantity of a fluid, 
not of the natural appearance of the liquor peri- 
cardii, but of the fame dirty whitiſh colour with 
the water in the cavity of the thorax. 
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Medical News. 


N the tenth of February laſt, died at Edin- 
A burgh, De. John Gregory. He was at 
that time Profeſſor of the practice of Phyſic in 


| the univerſity of Edinburgh, fellow of the royal 


college of phyſicians there, fellow of the royal 
ſociety at London, and firſt PPYRCRD to his 
Majeſty for Scotland. | 


Dr. Gregory was born in che end of May 
1725. His father was profeſſor of medicine 
in King's college, Aberdeen and his grand- 
father was profeſſor of mathematics, firſt at St. 
Andrews, and afterwards at Edinburgh. Thus 
. was the third profeſſor of his family 
2 a in 
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in a lineal deſcent. But it deſerves to be N 
remarked as a circumſtance fill more extra- 14 
ordinary, that, from his great grandfather, 
David Gregory, Eſquire, of Kinairdy, in 
Aberdeen-ſhire, he was the fifteenth deſcendant, 


who had held a profeſſorſhip in a Britiſh uni- 
verſity. 


— 
— — 


— 
- 2 ju - 
* Lens 2 — 
tone ES EL nts 
>" — x... — 


bh. 


— — — 
— - 


— — 
— 
— 


Dr. Gregory began tlie ſtudy of medicine at 
Aberdeen, which he afterwards proſecuted, firſt 
atEdinburgh, thenatLeyden, and laſtly at Paris. 
In the twentieth year of his age; he was elected 
profeſſor of philoſophy in King's college Aber- 
deen, and had, at the ſame time, the degree of 

doctor of medicine conferred upon him. In the 
year 1756, upon the death of his brother, Dr. 
James Gregory, who had ſucceeded bis father as 
profeſſor of medicirie, he was elected to that 
chair: But about the beginning of the year 
1765, heleft Aberdeen, andcame to Edinburgh. 
Soon after this he was appointed profeſſor of 
the practice of medicine in the univerſity there, 
in the toom of Dr. Rutherford, who reſigned in 
his favour. The yeat following, upon .the 
death of Dr. White, he was nominated firſt 
pbyſician to his majeſty for Scotland. Thus, at 
the time of his death, beſides very extenijve 
practice, he enjoyed the higheſtandmalt pert 
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ant offices in the way of bis profeſſion, which 


could be obtained in bis native country. 


Theſe diſtinguiſhing 1 were univerſally 
allowed to be the juſt reward of ſingular merit. 
Of this the writings which he publiſhed will 
bear ample teſtimony to future ages. His firſt 
publication, which is entitled, A comparative 
View of the State and Faculties of Man with thoſe 


of #he Animal World, made its appearance in the- 


year 1765, This production, while it demon- 
rates the author to have been a philoſopher, 
whoſe refle&ions were juſt and original, at the 
ſame time diſplays a liberality of ſentiment 


ſeldom to be equalled. Such was the avidity 


with which it was read, that, in the fpace of 


two years, it went through four editions; 
and, while it was peruſed by all, with pe- 


culiar pleaſure, it was honoured by thoſe diſ- 


tinguiſhed for taſte and literature with bigh 
approbation. 


In the year 1770, a ſecond work of Dr. Gre- 


gory's made its appearance; but without his 
conſent, and even contrary to his inclination, 
His preliminary lectures on the practice of 


phyſic were heard by his pupils with univerſal 
ſatisfaction. From a copy of theſe lectures 


| taken in mort hand, chere WAS publiſhed a book 


entitled, 
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entitled, Obſervations on the Duties and Offices of a 
Phyſician, and on the Method of proſecuting In- 


quiries in Philoſophy, Although theſe lectures 
were not intended for the preſs, and did not 


paſs through the finiſhing hand of the author 
before they were preſented to the public; yet, 
ſuch was the matter they contained, that, had 
they appeared even in a much worſe dreſs, they 
could have done him no diſcredit. In theſe 
lectures, by the moſt forcible arguments, he la- 
boured to convince his pupils, that a phyſician, 
who ſtudies the principles of his profeſſion, who 
has an extenſive acquaintance with every branch 
of natural knowledge, and who properly applies 
his knowledge, muſt have an infinite advantage, 
as a practitioner, over one who is ignorant of 
the theory of medicine, and of every ſcience 
connected with it. He endeavoured to perſuade 
them, that genius and ſenſe, which indeed are 
the peculiar gifts of heaven, are yet capable of 
high improvement; and that, without improve- 
ment, they can be but of little actount, either 
to the public, or to the individual. In ſhort, 
no argument was omitted, which could prompt 
them to ſtudy medicine with attention and ar- 


dour, and afterwards to practiſe it with prudence 
and humanity, 
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Dr. Gregory, however, was diſſatisfied with 
the dreſs in which this work appeared. Soon 
after, therefore, he publiſhed an edition of it 
himſelf, in which his former ſentiments are ſet 
off with all the advantages which can be de- 


rived from a correct and elegant ſiyle. 


His laſt publication, Elements of the Practice of 
Phyſic, was intended as a ſyllabus to his lectures; 
and in it he meant to haye comprehended all 


the diſeaſes of which he uſually treated. But, 


not having leiſure to finiſh the whole, he was 
obliged to ſtop at the end of thoſe diſeaſes com- 
monly reckoned febrile. Although this work 
appears withall thoſe diſadvantages under which 
every text muſt labour ; yet it ſufficiently ſhews 
how the author thought and acted i in the exer- 
ciſe of his profeſſion. 


Had Dr. Gregory lived to a more advanced 
age, the world would probably have been fas 
voured with other works no leſs honourable to 
the author than beneficial to mankind. But 


His extenſive practice, and his zeal i in the dif- 


charge of his duty as a profeſſor, occupied the 
greateſt part of his time. 
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To pretend to enumerate the many adyantages 
which his pupils“ derived from him in the capacity 
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of a teacher, would exceed the bounds of our 
publication, Let it ſuffice to ſay, that, from the 
extent of his views, from the juſtice and impor- 
tance of his obſervations, and from the force 
and accuracy of his reaſoning, every hearer ob- 
tained the moſt thorough convicton of his abili- 


ties, and retired from academical labours both 
pleaſed and inſtructed. 


| To conclude, Dr. Gregory was not more emi- 
nent as a phyſiciah, than he was amiable and 
reſpectable as a man, With the mathematical 
genius of his family, he united a correct taſte 
for the fine arts, and a high reliſh for every ſocial 
virtue, He poſſeſſed a clear and vigorous. un- 
derſtanding; a chafte and lively imagination; an 
affectionate and feeling heart. And, while he was 
diſtinguiſhed for paternal and conjugal attach- 
ment, he was a conſtant friend to poverty and 


diſtreſs; an unwearied patron of ſcience and of 
virtue. 


On Wedneſday dh of February, Dr. Wil- 
liam Cullen was unanimouſly elected profeſſor of 
the practice of medicine, in the univerfity of 
Edindurgh, in the room of Dr. Gregory; and, 
foon after, he waz appointed by his Majeſty to 
ſaceced the fame gentleman as King's firſt phy- 
| nine fot Scotland. 
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Mr. Hamilton M*Lure and Mr. Thomas Hay 
were lately admitted members of the college of 
ſurgeons at Edinburgh, 


Mr. Portal, of Paris, in a letter to Dr. Ha- 
milton phyſician in Edinburgh, mentions, that 
of late he has frequently employed an infufion 
of Marrubium album, with. great ſucceſs, 
againſt obſtructions of the liver. 


The following uncommon accident lately hap- 
happened in Edinburgh: A gentleman about 
fifty years of age was thrown down with confi- 
derable force upon the floor of his own bed- 
chamber. He pitched upon his ſhoulders, 
and being remarkably round ſhouldered, Us 
head was jerked ſuddenly backwards, but 
did not touch the floor. He was inſtantly 
ſeized with a genera] paralyſis; upon which Mr, 
Alexander Wood was immediately ſent for, 
and Dr. Monro was ſoon afterwards called in. 
They found him with all his ſenſes, except that 
af feeling, perfectly entire; but be was totally 
deprived of the power of motion ; and be had 


little ſenſation upon any part of the trunk of his 


body being touched. His voice was in no de- 
gree affected; reſpiration went on as uſual ; and 
he complained only of a flight pain in the back 
part of his neck. In ſpite of every remedy 
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which could be employed, his paralytic ſymp- 
toms continued, a lethargy ſupervened, and he 
died within a few minutes of twenty-four hours 
from the time of his fall, 


Upon examination of the body after death, 
the third vertebra of his neck was found frac- 
tured; but the ſpinal marrow did not.ſeem to be 
hurt, and its membranes were not in any degree 


torn, Every other part which was n 
was perfectly ſound. 
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A Lift of New Books. 


1 


Eures on the Materia Medica, as delivered 
By Wüliam Cullen, M. D. profeſſor of 
medicine in the univerfity of Edinbugh; now 
publiſhed by permiſſion of the author, and with 
many corrections from the collation of different 
manuſcripts, by the editors, 4to, London, 


Conſiderations on the uſe and abuſe of anti- 
monial medicines in fevers, and other diſorders, 
8vo, London. 


An eſſay on the nature and circulation of the 
blood, in two parts, 1. On its nature and uſes. 
2. On its circulation. By Marmaduke un, 


M. D. 8 vo, London. 


Experiments and obſervations on the pre- 
paration, calcination, and medicinal uſes of 
Magneſia Alba, &c. * Thomas Henry, 8 vo, 
London. | 


Effays medical and experimental. Vol. 2. By 


Thomas Percival, M. D. F. R. 8. and 8. A. 
8vo, London. 


Experi- 
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Experiments on the human bile, and reflec- 
tions on the biliary ſecretion, with an introducs 
tory eſſay. By James Maclurg, M. P. 8v0, 
London. 

Notes on Mr, William Bromfeild's two vos 
lumes of chirurgical obſervations and caſes, with 
an appendix addreſſed to Dr. Lawrence, By 
D. A.S. M. D. and profeſſor o of ſurgery, 8vo, 
London. 


A diſſertation on conſumptions, with a ra- 
tional and practical method of eure, addreſſed 
to all invalids, as well as young phyſicians, ſur- 
geons, and apothecaries, 8 vo, London. 
Hiſtoĩre univerſelle et raiſonnẽe des vegetaux 
preſentes ſous tous les aſpects poſſibles. Par M. 
P. I. Buchoz. Doct. en med. et Phil. Botaniſte 
de Mer. le Comte de Provence. 


Digreffions academiques, ou eſſais ſur quelques 
ſujets de phyſique, de chymie, et d' hiſtoire natu- 
telle. Par M. Guyton de Morveau Avocat-Ge- 
neral au parlement de Dijon, &c. 12mo, Dijon. 

Traitẽ analytique des eaux minerales en gene- 
ral, de leur proprietes, et de leur uſage dans les 
maladies, fait par ordre du gouvernement, par 


M. Raulin, M. D. aggrègé honoraire au college 
royal des medecins de Naney, &. 12mo, Paris. 
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Danielis Wilhelmi Trilleri Opuſcula medica 
ac medico- phy ſiologica. Tom. 3tius, Francfort. 
A practical treatiſe on diſeaſes of the breaſts 
of women. By W. Rowley, ſurgeon and man- 
midwife, and ſurgeon to St. N 8 * 
8 vo, London, 
0 Doubts concerning the inverſion of objects on 


the Retina, By Marmaduke Berdoe, M. D. e 
London. 


_ Genera of birds. By Thomas Pennant, Eſq. ; 
8vo, Edinburgh, 


The London practice of phyſie, the 2d edi- 
tion, with additions, 8 vo, London. 

A new practical eſſay on Cancers, * Bur- 
rows M. D. 8vo, London, 

Obſervations on the diſeaſes in long voyages to 
hat countries ; and, particularly, on thoſe which 
prevail in the Eaſt Indies. By John Clark, for- 
merly ſurgeon of the Talbot, Eaſt "TPO 
8vo, London, 

A courſe of pbyfiology, divided into 3 
10 08, formerly given by the late learned 


Doctor Henry Pemberton, profeſſor of phyſic at 
Greſham College, fellow of the royal ſociety, and 


of that at Berlin; now firſt publiſhed from the 
author 5 manuſcripts, 8vo, London. 
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A philoſophical eſſay on man. Being an at- 
tempt to inveſtigate the principles and laws of the 
reciprocal influence of the ſoul on che body. 
2 vols. 8vo, London. 


Serious confiderations on ſome remarkable 
paſſages in a work lately publiſhed by Mr. B—, 
and preſented to his majeſty, 8vo, London. 

Memoires de I académie royale des ſciences 


de Stockholm, concernant Vhiſtoire naturelle, la 
medecine, l' anatomie, la chymie, P economie, 


les arts, &c. Traduits par M. de Keralio, Che- 


valier de l'ordre royal et militaire de * Leun, 
&c. 4to, Paris. 3 


Antiquitates medicæ ſelecke, autore. M. 
Walch ſenior, 8vo, Paris. 


Traite d'Odontalgie, ou Von preſente un 


ſy ſteme nouveau ſur Vorigine et la formation 
des dents, une deſeription des differentes mala- 


dies qui affectent la bouche, et les moyens de 


les guerir. Par M. Auzebi chirurgien dentiſte 
a Lyon, 12mo, Lyon. 
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Introduction a Vetude des corps W tires 
au regne vegetal, par M. Bucquet Docteur· re- 


gent de la facultẽ de medecine de Paris, 2 vols. | 


12M0, Paris. 
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Diſſertazione ſul Yaneuriſmo del poplite, par 
M. Maſſotti cirurgico del Grande Duca di Toſ- 
cano, 8 vo, Florence. 

Giornale di Medicina. Tom. 10. 8vo, Veniſe. 

Steins anleitung zur Geburthſhulf, &c. i. e. 


A practical introduction tothe art of midwifery 


in præternatural and difficult labours. By Mr. 
G. IE. . Stein. Caflel, | 

Joannis JacobiReichard, Flora Francofurtana, 
enumerans ſtirpes circa Francofurtum naſcentes, 
ſecundum methodum ſexualem diſpoſita 


Eranefort ſur le Mein. 


J. Mich. Aug. Jagemann in acad. Erford. phil. 
prof. hber epidemicorum, deacuta paſſin epide- 


mica febre circa annos 1771 et 1799 2——— 


Erford. 


Reflections ſur le triſte ſort des enden qui 
ſous une apparence de mort ont ẽtẽ enterrees 
vivantes, et ſur les moyens qu” on doit mettre 
en uſage pour prevenir une telle meſepriſe, 8vo, 
a la Haye. | 


Novi commentarii academiæ fcientiarum 
Imperialis Petropolitanz, Tom. 18, peo anno 
1770, 4to, Petropoli. 

Obſervata quædam medica, cum figuris 
Eneis, auctore M. J. Marx, M. D. Berlin. 
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Auzuge aus den neuſten diſſertationen. i. e. 
Extracts from new theſes and diſſertations on 
natural hiſtory and medicine. By Mr, E. G. 
Baldinger. Berlin. 


Gedaken und Mahrenhumg, &c. i. e. Thoughts 
and obſervations on the Tarantula for deſtroying 
the prejudices entertained with regard to its 
bite. By Mr. Buſching. Berlin. 

| Recherches fur les modifications de Patmoſ- 
phere, contenant ! hiſtoire critique du barome- 
tre et thermometre; un traitẽ ſur la conſtruction 
de ces inftrumens, et des experiences relatives 
a leurs uſages. Par M. de Luc, citoyen de ORs 
neve, 2 Tom. 4to, a Geneve. 
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I. 


Practical Obſervations on the Child. bed Fever : 
alſo on the Nature and Treatment of Uterine 
Hæmorrhages, Convulſions, and. ſuch other acute 
Diſeaſes as are moſt fatal to Women during the 
State of Pregnancy. By John Leake, M. D. 
Member of the College of Phyſicians, London, 
and Phyſician to the Weſtminſter Lying-in- 
Hoſpital. 8 v. London, 


E des doctrines here delivered, concerning 
the pathology and cure of the puerperal 
fever, are very fimilar to thoſe lately publiſhed by 
Dr. Hulme in his treatiſe on the ſame ſubject. As 
this citcumſtance might give riſe to a queſtion 
with regard to the honout of the diſcovery, the 
P 2 author, 
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author, in order to aſſert his claim of priority, 
informs us in the introduction, that near three 
years ago, in a courſe of publick lectures, 
he had taught thoſe opinions which are con- 
taĩned in the work now before us. In proof of 
this aſſertion, he appeals to a number of his 


pupils, a liſt of whoſe names he has annexed in 
a poſtſcript. 


The remaining part of the introduction con- 
ſiſts of general obſervations on the cauſes of that 
diverſity in opinion which obtains with regard 
to the origin and cure of diſeaſes, and on the 
moſt proper method of conducting medical en- 
quiries, ſo as to contribute, in the moſt effec- 
tual manner, to advance the ſcience, and to 
promote the real intereſts of the profeſſion. 
What our author peints out as the great 
ſources of error and diſſention in medicine, 
are thoſe difficulties which mult. neceſſarily 
attend all inquiries with regard to ſuch ſubjects 
as do not fall under the immediate cognizance 
of our external ſenſes, and a prepoſterous at- 
tachment to ſyſtems, and authority, together 

with an original propenſity to indulge in 
conjecture and fanciful bypotheſis. To avoid 
© theſe, be earneſtly recommends. the moſt at- 
me regard to perſonal obſervation and 
SR, experience 
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experience in every particular relative to the 
hiſtory of diſeaſes, 


The author, in his firft ſection, preſents us 
with a hiſtory of the puerperal fever. But, 
being induced to think, from the known in- 
fluence of certain conſtitutions of the air on diſ- 
eaſes is general, and from repeated obſervations 
with regard to puerperal fevers in particular, 
that women are moſt ſubject to them during 
a particular temperature of the air, to this 
hiſtory he premiſes a general account of the 
weather. After deſcribing the diſeaſe as it 
uſually appears, he proceeds to confider the 
different opinions of medical writers with re- . 
gard to its pathology. Phyficians, he tells us, 
have in general aſcribed this fever either to an 
obſtruction or critical metaſtaſis of the milk or 
lochial diſcharge, or to an inflammation of the 
uterus, Van Swieten and Levret are cited as 
the chief ſupporters of the former opinions, as 
Hoffman is of the latter. To thoſe who aſſign 
a reflux of the milk as the cauſe of the child- 
bed fever, Dr. Leake oppoſes the ſudden pro- 
duction of the diſeaſe, and the almoſt inſtan- 
taneous proſtration of ſtrength with which it 
is often attended. Theſe circumſtances, he 
thinks, can with no appearance of probability 
P 3 be 
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be referred to the abſorption of a fluid ſo mild 
and ballamic as the milk, He allows indeed 
that this fluid may be ſo vitiated as to excite 
diſorder in the ſyſtem. .But this, he contends, 
happens only in conſequence of long ſtag- 
nation; and that, even then, it is in general 
ſoon carried off by diarrhoea or ſome other 
critical evacuation, or that it will produce an 
abſceſs in the breaſt : In both which caſes the 
diſorder 1s effentially different from the puer- 
peral fever, He farther urges, that ſuckling 
after delivery has been found of ſervice in pre- 
venting the attack of this fever; that, in many 
caſes, he has obſerved a plentiful ſecretion of 
milk till very late in the diſeaſe; that, in ſome 
few, he has ſeen the milk in ſmall quantity, or 
even totally deficient, without any ſuch fever ; 
that, in general, it comes on before there be 
any want of milk; and that it does not happen 
to women when they wean their children, 
which ſhould be the caſe, if it were owing to 
a tranſlation of the milk. A matter reſem- 
bling milk has indeed been found on the 
ſurface of the inteſtines in ſome who died 
of this fever. This, however, Dr. Leake 
maintains, is entirely produced by the ſup- 
puration of the omentum ; and he alledges, 


that 
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that the liquor called ſerum lactis, which 
is found in the cavity of the abdomen, is 
either a tranſudation of thin pus from the 
inflamed viſcera, or a collection of putrid 
lymph. | 

Having thus rejected the opinion of thoſe 
who confider an obſtruction of the milk as the 
immediate cauſe of the puerperal fever, the 
author next endeavours to ſhow, that the ſup- 
poſition of its depending on an obſtruction of 
the lochial diſcharge is equally exceptionable. 
This diſcharge, he obſerves, although for- 
merly conceived to be highly malignant, is 
now well known to be in every reſpect ſimilar 


to what follows from a rupture of veſſels in 


any other part of the body. At firſt it is ſan- 
guineous; by degrees it becomes more dilute 
and ſerous; about the third or fourth day it is 
ſomewhat purulent; and ſoon after it totally 
ceaſes. Since in this there is nothing but 
what is in common to the digeſtion of every 
freſh wound, the author thinks it inadequate to 
the production af puerperal fever. And in 
this opinion he 1s confirmed from never having 
obſerved any bad conſequences attending the 
greateſt varieties of this diſcharge in point of 


P 4 Laſlly, 
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Laſtly, Dr. Leake contends, in oppoſition 
to Hoffman, that the child - bed fever is a diſ- 
eaſe eſſentially different frem an inſlammation 
of the uterus, the latter being generally attended 
with headach and delirium, and univerſally 
with an intenſe pain and heat in the uterine 
region; while, in the former, no ſuch ſymp- 
toms uſually appear. 


* he opinions moſt generally received con- 
cerning the child-bed fever appearing thus 
embarraſſed with inſuperable difficulties, the 
author proceeds, in the ſecond ſection; ta lay 
befoxe us his own theory of this diſeaſe: And to 
this he ſubjoins an account of the moſt ſueceſsful 
method of cure. The proximate cauſe of this 
diſeaſe he imagines to be an ipflammation of 
the omentum and inteſtines. The ſudden change 
induced by delivery, in the circulatory ſyſtem, 
he conſiders as a circumſtance which neceflarily 
prediſpoſes to abdominal inflammations ; and 
the lax texture of the omentum and inteftines he 
thinks ſufficiently accounts for their being moft 
commonly affected. Beſides this, the effects of 
labour-pains, and an unheakhy conftitution 
of the atmoſphere concurring with the mobility 
of the ſyſtem after delivery, and the other pre- 
inen cauſes n mentioned, aſſiſt in 

kindling 
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kindling up this fever. Thus, according to our 
author, we are to look upon this fever as a 
diſorder purely inflammatory, notwithſtanding 
the putrid ſymptoms which ſometimes ſuper- 


vene. Theſe, he contends, are owing to a 


morbid tranſlation of matter from the ſuppu- 
rated omentum, and therefore are to be re- 


garded merely as conſequences of the original 


affection. 
We are next preſented with ſome prafiical 


drawn from the preceding pathological rea- 


priety of bleeding. Objections indeed, he ob- 
ſerves, are commonly made to this evacuation. 


prejudices, which are contradicted both by rea- 


early and copious bleeding, regulated by the 
ſtate of the pulſe, and the general habit of the 


patient, is the only remedy which can give a 
chance for life. 


eaſe, the indications which he propoſes are, to 
diminiſh the violence and duration of the cold 


rupted bile; to reſtrain exceffive diarrhoea ; and, 
laſtly, 


inferences reſpecting the cure of this diſeaſe, 


ſoning. He particularly inſiſts upon the pro- 


Theſe, however, he diſregards as groundleſs 


ſoning and experience. He maintains, that 


Befides bleeding in the dle of this diſ- 


fit; to evacuate and corre&@ redundant and cor- 
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laſtly, in the end of the diſeaſe, to oppoſe 
the tendency to putrefaction. For the firſt of 
theſe purpoſes he adviſes the plentiful uſe of 
warm mild diluents, and the application of 
bladders half full of warm water to the axillæ 
and ſoles of the feet. Warm bathing, he ob- 
ſerves, did not anſwer his expectation in pro- 
moting this intention of cure. He is inclined, 
however, to think favourably of it, and re- 
commends it to farther trial, under proper 
regulations, 


He adviſes, that the bile, when edindune 
ſhould be evacuated by gentle emetics and 
laxatives ; and that, when corrupted, it ſhould 
be corrected by aceſcent vegetable juices, 
and faline draughts, But the inteſtines, he 
obſerves, are often ſo extremely irritable, that 
theſe remedies prove much too ſtimulant 
and purgative, even when they are exhibited 


in ſmall doſes, and conjoined with vegetable 
mucilages. 


To check immoderate diarrhoea, which the 
author thinks is ſeldom critical, although he al- 
lows that it often gives relief even in the begin- 
ning of the diſeaſe, he directs that recourſe 
ſhould be had to emollient glyſters, gentle dia- 
phoretics, or evento opiates and mild aſtringents, 

eſpecially 
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eſpecially if the patient ſeems to fink under the 
diſcharge. 


With a view of oppofing the tendency to 
putrefaction, the great remedy to be depended 
upon is Peruvian bark. This, as the progreſs of 
the diſeaſe is ſo very rapid, muſt be had recourſe 
to more early than in other fevers, and even 
before there be any diſtin intermiſſion. He 
cloſes this ſection with obſerving, that, not- 
withſtanding the prejudices againſt bliſters with 
lying-in-women, from the danger of their 
exciting ſtrangury, yet that the great relief 
which they afford in other topical inflammations 
ſufficiently juſtifies the practice of applying 
them, immediately after bleeding, in the puer- 
peral fever. But ſuppoſing the objection to 
hold good, he is of opinion, that ſinapiſms, 
which are not liable to produce the ſame incon- 
venience, may be freely uſed. He allows, how- 
ever, that he has not yet ſeen them ſufficiently 
tried, to be able to recommend them from per- 
| ſonal experience. 


In the third ſection, the author treats of the 
prevention of the puerperal fever. As the 
| moſt effectual means for this purpoſe he 
directs, 1½, Before delivery, the, uſe of ſuch 
medicines as tend to ſtrengthen and invigorate 

the 
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the conſtitution, ſuch as the Peruvian bark, 


chalybeate waters, and, in caſes where the ner- 
vous ſyſtem is very irritable, the prudent uſe 
of opium. 2dly, After delivery, the avoiding 
all occaſional cauſes, fuch as violent emotions 
of the mind, imprudent expoſure to cold, er- 


rors in diet, binding the body too tight, and, 


above all, the utmoſt attention to cleanlineſs 

and ventilation. | | | | 
We are preſented, in the fourth ſection, with 

a particular detail of fourteen cafes of the 


puerperal fever, which tend to illuſtrate the 
doErine delivered in the former part of the 


work. In four of theſe caſes, the author had 


an opportunity of examining the bodies after 


death; and in all of them the appearances ot 
inflammation, ſuppuration, or gangrene of 


the omentum, were very evident. The ſame 


appearances were ſometimes ſeen on the ſurface 
of the inteſtines, which the author aſcribes to 


the circumſtance of continuity to the part pri- 


marily affected. The uterus was in general 


found properly contracted, and apparently in 
a found ſtate. 


Having thus finiſhed the account of the pu- 


erperal fever, the author proceeds, in the fifth 


Ry to confider the nature, cauſe, and 
SE treatment 


os be deter nt SG 
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treatment of . uterine hemorrhages. Floodings 


before delivery he aſcribes to a partial ſeparation 
of the placenta from the internal ſurface of the 
uterus ;. and, this, he tells us, may be occaſi- 
oned by every cauſe encreafing the momentum 
of the circulation. Floodings after delivery he 
confiders as depending on the imperfect eon- 
traction of the uterus, from a languor and want 
of tone in the ſyſtem. 


With regard to the treatment of theſe com- 
plaints, he inveighs againſt the vulgar practice 
of giving heating cordials, in order to revive 
the patient, as being highly pernicious and 
deſtructĩive. When the patient is ſo much 
exhauſted by the diſcharge” as to be in danger 
of finking under it, if not properly ſupported, 
he recommends the uſe of thoſe things which 
nouriſh without ſtimulating, ſuch as animal 
broths and jellies. Bleeding alſo, he appre- 
hends, has been too indiſcriminately directed 
in flooding caſes. This evacuation, he thinks, 
can ſeldom be proper, unleſs in the beginning 
of ſuch floodings as happen before delivery, 
from plethora, inflammatory fever, external 
violence, or fudden emotions of the mind. 


He puts little dependence on ſtyptie medieines 
23 reſtraining uterine hæmorrhages. He is 


* 


inclined 
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inclined rather, with Hoffman, to believe that, 
by increaſing the action of the vaſcular ſyſtem 
on the contained fluids, they are more apt to 
augment than to diminiſh the diſcharge. Much 
more advantage may, in his opinion, be ex- 
peed from ſuch medicines. as leſſen the force 
of circulation and derive to the ſurface, Of this 
Kind are antimonials exhibited in ſmall nauſeat- 
ing doſes, ſaline draughts with nitre, and the 
ſal ſedativus Hombergeri. 


With regard to opiates; as the author ima- 
gines that their effects in accelerating the motion 
of the blood are much akin to thoſe of volatile 
medicines and ſtrong cordials, he in general 

condemns them as unſafe, and aſſerts that he 
has often ſeen internal haemorrhages increaſed 
by their exhibition. He diſſuades us likewiſe 
againſt the uſe of ligatures, becauſe, by re- 
tarding the circulation in the extreme arteries 
and veins, they muſt neceſſarily increaſe its 
momentum in the hypogaſtric and ſpermatic 
arteries, which ſupply the uterus ; the con- 
ſequence of which will be an aggravation of 
the evil. 


The great remedy upon which Dr. Leake 
relies, as being of all others the moſt effectual 
in flooding caſes, is the application of cold. 
| | Heat, 
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Heat, he obſerves, rarifies the blood and 
quickens 'the circulation ; while the effects of 
cold are diametrically oppoſite, Accordingly, 
the topical application of cold has been found 
to occaſion an immediate ſtoppage of the men- 
ſtrual flux, in oppoſition to the powerful efforts 
of nature. Upon theſe grounds the author 
founds his reaſoning with regard to the pro- 
priety of having recourſe to the application of 
cold for reſtraining uterine hemorrhages ; ſince 
it acts equally in condenſing the fluids, as in 
conſtringing the ſolids, he thinks that the ob- 
jection formerly made to the uſe of ſtyptics, 
from their diminiſhing the capacity of the veſ- 
ſels, will not apply here: But, even if it 
ſhould, he inſiſts, that experience is ſo deciſive 
in favour of this practice, as to outweigh all 
theoretical reaſonings. In all caſes ef flooding, 
therefore, whether before or after delivery, he 
ſtrenuouſſy recommends the free admiſſion of 
cold àir; the liberal uſe of cold drink; the re- 
peated application of compreſſes, dipt in cold 
vinegar, to the region of the uterus ; and the 
irhimerfion of the feet in cold water. 


In caſes of flooding before delivery, when all 
the methods hitherto mentioned have failed, 
and the Patient appears to be ſinking under the 

diſcharge, 
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diſcharge, the laſt remedy is to deliver her as 
ſoon as poffible. And if, after delivery, the 
diſcharge continues profuſe, and reſiſts all other 
means, it may be neceffary to throw up intb 
the uterus ſtyptie injections, as the aqua alumi- 
noſa Bateana, or a weak ſolution of colcothar 
vitrioli. In all flooding caſes, the moſt perfect 


compoſure of ming is conſtantly to be enjoined, 


The author concludes this treatiſe with ſome 
obſervations on convulſions, and the acute diſ- 
eaſes which are moſt fatal to women during the 


divifion of convulſions into Idiopathic and 
Symptomatic ; ; the firſt, when the ſenſorium 
commune is primarily affected; and the laſt, 


from a diſeaſe in ſome other part of the ſyſtem, 
as the ſtomach or uterus. Another diſtinction, 
which he inculcates as being of che utmoſt im- 

portance in practice, i is, 1 that the convulfions 
of pregnant women are ſometimes evidently 
connected with plethora, at other times with 
inanition. In the former of theſe caſes, hich 
he looks upon as by much the leaſt formidable, 
a cure is to be attempted by early and copious 
bleeding; by diluents; by ſaline nitrous 
draughts; and by a very ſpare light diet. 


In 


ſtate of pregnancy. He adopts the common 


when it is ſo by the mediation only of the nerves, ' 
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In the latter, all evacuations are contra-indica- 
ted, and the cure entirely turns upon ſupport- 
ing the vis vitæ. For this purpoſe, he recom- 
mends nouriſhing fluids given frequently in 


| ſmall quantities; broth clyſters; and a decoction 


of bark with warm nervous cordials and opiates. 


When the circulation is .very languid, he ad- 


viſes that bliſters and finapiſms ſhould be uſed ; 
and that the extremities ſhould be rubbed with 
hot flannels, or immerſed in warm water, 

The author next enumerates various remote 
cauſes of convulſions, to which, as they furniſh 
indications of cure, he calls the attention of the 
practitioner. Thus, when the diſeaſe is ſud- 
denly produced by terror, bleeding, opiates, 
and the warm bath are indicated, When it 
proceeds from errors in diet, emetics and laxa- 
tives are required, and, after their operation, an 
opiate. When it depends on a ſuppreſſion of 
urine, the bladder muſt be emptied by the ca- 
theter, or recourſe muſt be had to warm bath- 
ing, emulfions, and anodyne clyſters. When it 
follows from repelled cutancous eruptions, the 
warm bath and gentle diaphoretics are requiſite. 


When it ariſes from worms, anthelmintics muft 


be employed; with this view, Plenk's mercurial 
ſolution may, he tells us, be uſed with perfect 


ſafety. 
| Vor. , y . The 
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The author obſerves, that, for the removal 
of convulfions in pregnant women, it. may 
ſometimes be neceſſary to have recourſetoſpeedy 
delivery. This, however, is a practice, which, 
he apprebends, has often been recurred to with 
too much precipitation ; and in caſes too, where 
it muſt not only prove ineffectual, but even 
highly dangerous. To women who have been 
ſubje& to convulſions during pregnancy, he re- 
commends the uſe of bleeding, opiates, and 
other ſuitable remedies, ſome time before the 
approach of labour. To theſe obſervations, are 
annexed ſeven caſes of convulſions, occurring in 
pregnant women; in ſix of which, they were ſuc- 
ceſsfully treated by the methods here propoſed. 

This treatiſe is concluded with fome remarks 
on pleuriſy, dyſentery, and ſmall-pox. As 
theſe diſeaſes have been very fully treated of by 
other writers, and, as the circumſtance of preg- 


nancy does not materially influence the practice, 


they are here confidered in a curſory manner: 
And the obſervations, although accurate and 
judicious, contain nothing peculiarly intereſting 
to ſuch as are already acquainted with the re- 
ceived notions concerning the diſeaſes in queſ- 


tion, 
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Dn. D. Petri Jonæ Bergii Methodus Cremorem 
 Tartari folubilem reddendi. Vid. Nova Acta 
Phyſi co-Medica Academiæ Ceſare Leopoldino- 


Caroline Nature Curioſorum, tom. quart. 
4to. e 


Tus. 0 ſors out with obſerving, that, 
although we ſeparate from the cream of 
tartar, the earth which ſeems capable of hinder- 
ing its ſolution, yet it ſhews but a ſmall degree 
of ſolubility. - For the purpoſe of diſſolving it 
in water, twelve times its weight is neceſſary, 
even hen the menſtruum is warm; and twenty 
times its weight, if the menſtruum be cold. 
The importance of obtaining, with facility, in 
a a Kate of ſolution, a medicine ſo valuable, led 


him to e mpt ſome n on this 
ſubject. | 


After trying ſeveral ſubſtances, he found no- 
thing ſo effectual, in tendering cream of tartar 
readily ſoluble, as the addition of borax. And 
this, he — had before been ſuggeſted by 


Q 2 the 
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the experiments of Lewis and Mayer. He cau- 
tions us, however, againſt the addition of ſuch 
a quantity of borax, as will entirely ſaturate 
the acid of the cream of tartar. Becauſe, in 
that caſe, there will be produced a ſel ſeignette, 
a ſubſtance very different from ſoluble cream of 
tartar. His proceſs for obtaining a ſoluble 
cream of tartar is as follows. To. four parts of 
cream of tartar, he adds one of horax. This is 
diſſolved in a ſufficient quantity of water, and 
then ſtrained off, The refiduum, which, when 
the maſs ſubjected to ſolution is fifteen ounces, 
will, in general, amount to one ounce, is thrown 
away. The pure ſolution, by evaporation, 
yields a white ſalt of an acid taſte, and extremely 
ſoluble, which is to be preſerved for uſe. _ 


The author informs us, that he has uſed this 
ſoluble cream of tartar with great ſucceſs in all 
kinds of fevers, when refrigerants were indi- 
cated. When, however, it is intended to ope- 
rate as a laxative, a greater quantity is neceſ- 
ſary than of common cream of tartar. But as 
it can eaſily be exhibited in a fluid form, and 
in a ſmall quantity of menſtruum, this occa- 

| fions no inconvenience to the patient. 
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III. 


Dn, D. Chriſtiani Rudolphi Hannes Obſervatio 
de diris Convulfionibus, Balneo frigido ſanatis. 
Vid. Nova Acta Phyſico- Medica Academiæ 
Cæſareæ Leopoldino-Caroline Nature Curioſo- 
rum, tom, quart. 4to, Norimbergæ. 


HE caſe with which we are here pre- 
ſented, is that of a girl, about fixteen 
years of age. She had formerly enjoyed good 
health, but, upon a ſudden fright, ſhe was 
ſeized with - faintings and convulſions, which 
were relieved by bleeding and other remedies. 
The year following, however, they returned 
with greater violence than before. She had then 
recourſe to pills compoſed of aſſa fœtida, and 
other gums; to frictions with nervine ointments; 
and to powders compoſed of flowers of ſulphur, 
ſweet mercury, and camphor. While ſhe uſed 
theſe remedies, her convulſions ceaſed, and an 
itchy eruption broke out over all her body. 
This complaint was removed by the medi- 
cines uſually employed in ſuch caſes; but, 
when it diſappeared, her menſes became irregu- 
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lar in point of time, and in ſmaller quantity than 
uſual, with the appearance of fluor albus. 


The year after her convulſions returned a third 
time with greater violence than ever. She then 
exhibited a moſt dreadful ſpectacle. Some- 
times all the flexor muſcles were contracted and 
her limbs drawn together; ſometimes the ex- 
tenſors ; and ſhe hay in a convex form, ſup- 
ported by her head and feet; ſometimes ſhe was 


quite ſtiff, Beſides theſe, they appeared alſo in 
other forms affecting different muſcles. - 


The cold bath was then propoſed, and it was 
adviſed, that ſhe ſhould be put into it, when 
there was any remiffion of her'paroxyſms. If 


after the bathing there was time, ſhe was or- 


dered to be diligently rubbed and ſwathed with 
bandages. A decoction of bark and rue was 
alſo preſcribed for her; and once or twice a-day, 
a doſe of opium with ſpirit of hartſhorn. Theſe 
medicines were continued for ſome time, without 
producing any relief. At length, however, there 
occurred ſome changes, which gave room to 
hope, that, in this way, a recovery might be 
obtained, Her fluor albus firſt ceaſed, then 
the menſes returned to their proper periods, and 
in uſual quantity; the convulſions recurred 
only in a ſlighter degree, and at longer inter- 
| | vals, 
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vals, till at length they entirely ceaſed. It may 
be a queſtion whether this cure was to be a- 
ſcribed to the cold bath or not, as other reme- 
dies were employed at the ſame time, and as ſhe 
had formerly recovered without its being uſed, 
The author, however, thinks, there is little 
doubt that, in this caſe, it was of itſelf effectual, 
as in the following ſpring ſhe was attacked with 
the ſame diſeaſe, and cured by the bath alone. 


% MEDICAL 


IV. 


t ee EE IIS 


Dn. D. Joannis Caſpari de Rueff, de Hydropis 
Pectoris certa vel incerta Diagnofi. Vid. Nova 
Aa Phyſico - Medica Academia Cæ ſareæ 


Leopoldino-Caroline Nature Curioſorum, tom. 
quart, 4to, Norimbergæ. 
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N this diſſertation the author ſets out with 
mentioning the difficulty of diſtinguiſhing 
hydrothorax, and the importance of doing ſo. 
Baglivi had pointed out a ſudden waking from 
| ſleep, with figns of ſuffocation, as the pathog- 
nomonic ſymptom of this diſeaſe. He obſerves, 
that although this ſymptom be often deciſive, 
yet that ſometimes it is very fallacious, occurring 
where no water could be found in the thorax after 
death. On this ſubject, therefore, he adopts the 
concluſions of De Haen, who had formerly 
alledged that, if this nocturnal orthopnœa be 
ſometimes wanting in the moſt violent hydro- 
thorax; if at other times it appear only a few days 
before death; and if, when preſent, it is found in 
the advanced ſtate only of the diſeaſe, at a time 
when 
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when all remedies would be ineffectual, it 


cannot be conſidered as a pathognomonic 
ſign, 

The author, in ſupport of this opinion, ad- 
duces two caſes. The firſt is that of a man who 
complained of adry cough, ſtraitneſs in his breaſt, 


and a great difficulty of breathing, with œdema- 


tous ſwellings in his feet, ſcanty urine, a noctur- 


nal febrile paroxyſm, and the pathognomonic 


ſymptom in queſtion. All theſe complaints were 


| ſoon removed by the uſe of ſquill medicines; but 
a ſhort time after, when he ſeemed to be in per- 


fect health, he died ſuddenly in the night from 
ſuffocation. Upon diſſection, three pounds of 
limpid ſerum were found in the thorax, which 
ſufficiently proved the uncertainty of the diag- 
noſtic, Beſides this, in both ventricles of the 
heart, there was a poly pus about ſeven inches in 


length, to which the author aſcribes the imme» 


diate cauſe of his death. 


The ſecond caſe here related is that of a man 
who, about fixty years of age, was affected at 


night with ſuch a degree of dyſpnœa, that he 
could ſeldom lie in bed. His left arm and hand 


were alſo much ſwelled, and very torpid; which 
is conſidered by both Hoffman and Baglivi as a 
ſign of latent hydrothorax. But, notwithſtand- 


ing 
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ing this, by proper remedies, he was ſoon re- 
lie ved, and lived till he was eighty years of age. 
He then died without any e of hydro- 
thorax. 


From all this the author concludes, that hy- 
drothorax can rarely be known while it admits 
of a cure; that, when it is known, it can only 
be cured by paracentefis; and that, while the 
nature of the diſeaſe is' doubtful, we ſhould 
perfiſt in the uſe of the remedies adapted to 
the humid aſthma, by the effects of which we 
may determine whether the diſeaſe we dread be 
preſent or not. 
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V. 


Triga Obſervationum Sarco-hydroceles rare mag- 
nitudinis Hiſtorias exhibentium, ſubjuntta ſimul 
Difquifitione Cauſarum, cur Sarco-Hyarocele in 
Teſte ſiniſtro frequentius quam dextro occurrat ; 


a Georgio Balthaſar Stolle, M. D. Vid. Nova 


Aa Phyfico- Medica Academiæ Cæſareæ Leo- 
poldino- Carolinæ Nature Curioſorum, tom, 
quart. 4to, Norimbergæ. 


HE author introduces this differtation 

with three caſes of ſarcocele. The firſt 
is the caſe of a hypochondrizc man who had 
been ſubje& to hemorrhoids, On being ex- 
poſed to cold, he was attacked with febrile com- 
plaints; and the next day the hemorrhoids 
appeared. But, from a violent fit of anger, the 
diſcharge by the hæmorrhoids was ſoon ſtopt; 
upon which a ſemitertian fever ſupervened, 
attended with great anxiety, loſs of appetite, 
and colick pains. Theſe laſt ſometimes left the 
bowels, and attacked the left teſticle, which, 
as well as the ſpermatic cord, became ſwelled. 
The fever was ſoon cured ; but a confider- 
able ſwelling ſtill remained on the tefti- 


cle; and the colick pains returned from 


the 
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the ſlighteſt cauſe. At this time he got ſome 
remedies from a quack, who took it to be a 
venereal complaint. But the ſwelling increaſed 
to a very great degree, ſtil} attended with the 
colick and ſtomach complaints. Beſides, ſuch 
a conſiderable inflation of the belly came on 
as to endanger its burſting. This inflation of 
his belly, borborygmi, and other complaints, 
were much increaſed by his taking food. When 
he took none, faintings were the conſequence, 
After this his ſcrotum became œdematous, 
and there was a conſiderable ſwelling reaching 
from the left hypochondrium to the right ile- 
um. A hectic fever ſupervened, and, at laſt, 
apoplexy put an end to his miſery, Upon diſ- 
ſection, the right teſticle was foynd a little 
"PR than uſual ; the left was of a monſtrous 
fize, and as hard as a ſtone, It was unequally 
ſwelled, and in the lower part there was a quan- 
tity of a ſerous fluid contained in a cyſt, In 
the abdomen there was a conſiderable quantity 
of ichorous matter; but the ſwelling which 
appeared externally ſeemed to haye proceeded 
from a ſteatomatous meſentery, which was near 
an inch in thickneſs. The ſpermatic veſſels 
were about four times the uſual ſize, and the 
ſpermatic cord was much ſwelled. The left 
REG kidney 
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kidney was diminiſhed, and the left emulgent 
collapſed ; the right kidney, and its veſſels, 
were larger than ordinary, The ſpleen, liver, 
and pancreas, were affected with ſcirrhi. 

The ſecond caſe gives an account of another 
ſarcocele of the left teſticle, which, when cut 
out, independent of the water that was contain- 
ed between the tunica vaginalis and albuginea, 
weighed two pounds. Its appearance and con- 
ſiſtence were like that of the former one; its 


colour of a pale yellow. This patient died of 


a hectic fever, in conſequence of a diſeaſed 
ſpleen. 

In the third caſe there was no dilleckion. 
Hectic ſymptoms, with pains of the bowels had 
come on after a quartan fever badly cured. 


Theſe pains ſoon affected the teſticle, which 


{ſwelled to the ſize of a man's fiſt, The liver 
was alſo ſcirrhous, and encreaſed to ſuch a ſize, 


that it could be felt in the left hypochon- | 
drium. A phrenitis ſupervening ſoon killed the . 


unhappy patient, 

After narrating theſe caſes, hs 3 next 
proceeds to offer ſome obſervations concerning 
them. He is of opinion, that the ſemitertian, 

in the firſt caſe, proceeded from an inflamma- 
tion of the meſentery, this viſcus being uſually 
reckoned 
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reckoned the ſeat of that diſeaſe. He men- 
tions two examples of ſteatomatous meſente- 
ries; which he obſerved in the hoſpital of Straſ- 
burg; the firſt of which weighed ſeventeen 
pounds, che ſecond twenty. four pounds. He 
contends, that theſe tumours proceed from 
inflammations of the meſentery. 

The author then proceeds to conſider, who: 
ther ſarcocele happen oftener in the left than 
in the right teſticle. Van Swieten, Hildanus, 
Haller, and others, do not offer any thing 
that vill determine this queſtion, Some think- 
ing the left moſt ſubject to it, ſome the right, 
while others are of opinion that they may be 
indifferently affected. But the author eoncludes, 
from ſeveral obſeryations of his own, ſupported 
by the authorities of Pfeffinger and Friedius, 
that diſeaſes of all kinds from internal cauſes 
moſt commonly attack the left ovaria of wo- 
men, and the left teſticles of men. As a foun- 
dation for determining the reaſon, of this fact, 
he thinks it neceſſary to examine, more accu- 


rately than he had before done, the nature of 
| this diſeaſe. . | 


He pronounces it to be a 3 ariſing 
from a ſerous inflammation, according to the 
idea of Boerhaave. This may ariſe from diſ- 


eaſes 
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eaſes of different kinds affecting the ſeveral viſ- 
cera, which, occafioning a ſtagnation of blood 
in them, will produce a determination to other 
parts; as follows not only from the laws of hy- 
draulics, but obſervations in diſeaſes, and from 
experiments made on living animals. In confir- 
mation of the laſt, the author cites an experi- 
ment of Brunn, who found that a dog, whoſe 
pancreas he extirpated, was ſeized firlt with an 
encreaſed flow of ſaliva, afterwards with vomit- 
ing, and then with a high degree of laſciviouſ- 
neſs. He remarks alſo, that Morgagni, Bone- 
tus, Heiſter, Mal pighi, and Boerhaave, had ob- 
ſerved nearly the fame appearances upon the 
extirpation of the ſpleen. This, he thinks, can 
only be accoutited for from a determination of 
fluids to the teſticle; and when it is greater than 
ſufficient for the purpoſe, ſtagnation muſt enſue. 
To ſuch ſtagnation, he imagines that the teſti- 
cles, from their ſituation, from the diſtenfible nas 
ture of their arteries, and from the want of valves 
in their veins, will be particularly liable. And 

à⁊s the fluids here ſtagnating are of the ſerous kind, 
he adds, that the inflammation muſt alſo be 
fach. From the ſame cauſe continuing” to act. 
the diſtenſion will be much increaſed; and as 
all ſtagnating fluids change their natlüre, ànd 
degenerate 
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degenerate into a hard maſs, from reabſorption, 
a ſcirrhus of the teſticle will be formed. 


After thus ſtating his own opinion concern- 
ing the nature of this diſeaſe, the author next 
goes on to take notice of. the ſentiments of 
others. Some have imagined the ſarcocele to 
be a fleſhy maſs, which they have explained 
from a luxuriant growth; or from a deſtruc- 
tion of thoſe membranes which Barbette has 
ſuppoſed to ſtop the mouths of nouriſhing veſ- 
ſels, leſt they ſhould convey too much nou- 
riſhment. In refutation of theſe opinions, he 
obſerves, that the firſt never takes place, unleſs 


in caſes of wounds ; and that the laſt is merely 
hypothetical. 


The author next attempts ſome account of 
the hydrocele. This, he thinks, happens from 
an obſtruction of the extremities of the ſperma- 
tic arteries, which, according to his former 
principles, muſtencreaſe the flow into the neigh- 
bouring veſſels, occaſioning the tranſudation of 
a greater quantity of fluid, than the abſorbents, 
comprefled by the obſtructed veins, are able to 
take up. Hence he thinks it is evident why the 


hydrocele is ſo common an attendant of the 
ſarcocele. 


Hariog thus eſtabliſhed the nature of theſe 
| two 


Py 
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two diſeaſes; he next proceeds to inquire into the 
reaſon why they affect the left teſticle rather than 
the right. This, he thinks, he will be able to 
ſolve, provided he can ſhe a cauſe for a greater 
determination to the left teſticle, and for ſtag- 
nation there. On conſidering the riſe and pro- 
greſs of both ſpermaticarteries, he finds, that the 
left riſes nearer the teſticle than the right, and 
that the left ſpermatic vein, inſtead of pouring 
its contents into the vena cava, riſes up ſo as to 
pour them into the renal vein; by which! it 18 
evident, that its courſe muſt be much longer 
than that of the right ſpermatic vein, This 
being the caſe, it is evident, from the laws of 
hydraulics, that ſtagnation is moſt likely to 
happen on the left fide; and that the tendency 
to it will be encreaſed by the left yeig not ac- 
companying | the artery ſo cloſely as to have the 
progreſs of the blood aſſiſted by its pulſations. 
It is alſo evident from the laws of motion, that 
any body is more apt to be retarded in propor- 
tion to the angle which it makes; and, therefore, 
the blood in the left ſpermatic vein will move 
more ſlowly than in the right, ſince it enters at 
right angles into the left renal vein, which alſo 
enters at right angles into the vena cava, Be- 
ſides this, the left ſpermatic vein carries a great- 
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er quantity of blood than the right, receiving 
branchesfrom partsof the meſentery, meſocolon, 
and peritoneum which are neareſt it. And, 
laſtly, the left emulgent vein, before emptying 
itſelf into the vena cava, paſſes through an angle 
formed by the aorta and the ſuperior meſenteric 


artery ; ſo that, at every dilatation of theſe ar- 
teries, the vein will be compreſſed. 


From a review of all theſe circumſtances, the 
author thinks it apparent, that the left teſticle 
is more ſubjett to ſtagnation, and therefore in- 
flammation, than the right; and cobſequently 
muſt be more liable to ſarcocele from internal 
cauſes. He concludes with obſerving, that, 
after what has been faid concerning the nature 
of this diſcaſe, the principles upon which it may 
be cured, when taken in the beginning, are 
ſufficiently manifeſt. 
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VI. 


Therapia Scabiei epidemice per Diurgſin nova, 

\ fſecura, ſecundum nature mechaniſmum exafte 
accommodata, et per ipſam experientiam confir- 
mata, a Chriſtiano Ludovico Friderico Linckio, 
M. D. Vid. Nova Acta Phyſico-medica Aca- 
demiæ Cæſareæ Nature Curiqſorum, tom. quart, 
4to, Norimbergæ. 


N this diſſertation, we are preſented with an 
account of an epidemic itch, which refiſted 
the influence of ſulphur, mercury, and the other 
means of cure commonly employed. When re- 
pelled, it produced aſthma, vertigo, fever, and, 
in children, convulfions, But it was ſucceſsfully 
removed by the employment of diuretics, 


The author, previous to his treating of this 
epidemic, offers ſome obſervations on the itch 
in general, This he defines to be a puſtular or 
veſicular effloreſcence, generally without fever, 
appearing, in the beginning, with an itchy heat 
between or round the fingers. He divides the 
diſcafe into kindly and malignant, moiſt and 


*R 2 dry, 


260; - MS DLO AEL 


dry, chronic and periodic, ſuperficial and deep, 
ſimple and complicated,epidemicandclimateric, 
venereal and wormy. In proof of this laſt ſpe- 
cies, which has not been mentioned by other 
writers, he mentions an obſtinate caſe of itch, 
which was cured in eight days after the evacua- 
tion of an incredible number of lumbrici from 
the uſe of jalap. The proximate cauſe of the 
itch, he ſuppoſes to be a vifcid, ſharp, ſerous 
humour collected in the membrana adipoſa, and 
reaching to the cuticle. 


After theſe obſervations on the itch in general, 
he comes to treat of the epidemic before men- 
tioned, and ſets out with recounting the remote 
cauſes peculiar to it. One of theſe, he imagines 
to have been the exceſſive coldneſs of the wea- 
ther, and the frequent changes in it which the 
common people, from their poverty, were not 
able to guard againſt. Another cauſe he aſſigns, 
was the food and drink which the common peo- 
ple were obliged to employ. In conſequence 
of ſome rainy ſeaſons, their ſole nouriſhment was 
damaged corn; and, as the vines were deftroyed 
from'the ſame cauſe, their drink confiſted en- 
tirely of fruits mixed with water, or more com- 
monly of water alone. Beſides theſe, he ſup- 
Pony that ſeveral other cauſes might Where 
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which were in common to this epidemic with the 
ordinary itch, ſuch as putrid foods of all kinds, 
ſedentary life, previous diſeaſes, and contagion. 
He ſeems to be doubtful whether animalcules 
occaſion the puſtules in the itch, or only ſeek a 
proper nidus there. With regard to the prog- 
noſis, he is of opinion, that the diſeaſe, if not 
repelled, is not dangerous; that, if joined with 
catarrh, it is not ſo ſafe as when without it; 
and that a perſon, who, having once reco- 


vered, ſuffers a relapſe, is in more danger than | 1 
; Wh 
others, | | 


TR ua he. 
— 
—V —— 
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| 
- The author next proceeds to the method of f 
eure, and firſt mentions the remedies which 1 Li 
were commonly employed by the vulgar. Theſe 
were external applications of ſulphur; lead, tur- 
pentine, arſenic, mercury, human and animal 
urine, chalybcate waters, lime-water, and draſtic i 
purgatives. Such applications, he obſerves, were 
often attended with the worſt effects. He next 
deſcribes his own method of curing it by means 
of diuretics. He does not take the merit of this 
invention to himſelf, but acknowledges that 
he derived it from a differtation written by 
Mauchartus, -intitled Therapia purpuræ recep- 
tiori -tutior . ſolidiorque. He prefers diuretics 
to ſudorifics, becauſe, from the extreme veſſels 
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on the ſurface being obſtructed, he imagines 
that propelling the blood there, would rather 
increaſe the diſeaſe. The diuretic which our 


author em ployed, he terms the /iquor nitri fixi. 
This he found to anſwer the purpoſe better than 


any other. This liquor, he tells us, is the ſo- 
lution of an alkaline ſulphureous ſalt, obtained 
be deflagrating nitre with powdered charcoal. 
When rightly prepared, it is of a yellowiſh co- 
lour, and of a ſtrong alkaline taſte. It is not, 
he obſerves, a pure alkaline, but contains a por- 
tion of ſulphur, formed by the nitrous acid 
joining the phlogiſton of the coals. The exiſt- 
ence of ſulphur in this liquor is proved by its 
colour, and by the inflammable precipitate ob- 
tained by the addition of an acid. He adviſes 
that the nitre uſed for this preparation ſhould be 
free from all mixture of ſea-ſalt, and that the 
charcoal ſhould be of beech or beet-wood, as 
containing the largeſt proportion of phlogiſton. 
The method of preparing the liquor here tecom- 
mended, is deſcribed in the diſpenſatory of Wur- 
temburg. After cleanſing the prime vis, the 
author adminiſtred this medicine, and, with it, 
either ſome mucilaginous decoction, or plentiful 
dilution with common water. The conſequence 
of this was the excretion of very fœtid urine, 

a N with 
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with a copious ſediment. When the acrimony 
of the urine was ſo great, as to cauſe painsinthe 
urethra, pills of ſoap and lintſeed were given. 
The accidental occurrence of other diſeaſes, the 
author treated in the common method. But 
when thoſe ſymptoms occurred, which have 
already been mentioned as following a retro- 
ceſſion of this eruption, he gave camphor in 
large doſes, mixed with abſorbents, by which 
the eruption, he tells us, was reſtored ; and 
afterwards, it was cured by the ſolution of the 
nitrum fixum. With regard to diet, he did not 
allow his patients meats ſalted or difficult of 
digeſtion ; and he forbade the uſe of fermented 
or ſpirituous liquors. The only external appli- 
cation he uſed was, water with ſoap, or almond 
powder, to clean the ſkin, But, when malig- 
nant ulcers occurred, they were treated in the 
common manner. 
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VII. 

Eſſays Medical and Experimental, on the following 
Subjects. 1. On the Columbo Root. 2. On the 
Orchis Root. 3. On the Waters of Buxton and 

Matlock in Derbyſhire. 4. On the medicinal 
Uſes of fixed Air. 5. On the antiſeptic and 

\ feveetening | Powers, and on the Varieties of 

- faxed Air. 6. On the noxious Vapours of Char- 

coal. 7. On. the Atrabilis. 8. On Sea-Salt, 

9. On Coffee. To which are. added, Select 

. Hiſtories of Diſeaſes, with Remarks; and Pro- 
poſals for eſtabliſhing more accurate and com: 

; . tve Bills of Mortality, By Thomas 


Percival, M. D. F. R. S. & S. A. 8vo, 
W | 


HE different articles of which Dr. Per- 
cival here treats, are conſidered in the 


ſame order in which they are arranged in the 


title-page. He tells us, on the authority of 
Dr. Hope, who derived his information from 


Captain Rainey, that the Columbo root grew 


originally on the continent of Aſia, and was 
thence tranſplanted to Columbo, a town in 
Ceylon, which now gives name to it, and 
ſupplies all India with it. 

i The 
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The Columbo root is brought to this country 
in circular pieces, from half an inch to three 
inches in diameter, and from a quarter of an 
inch to two inches in length. Its ſenſible qua- 
lities are, an aromatic ſmell, and a diſagreeably 
bitter, and ſlightly pungent taſte. With regard 
to its medicinal properties, the author obſerves, 
that Mr. Johnſon, a ſurgeon of eminence, uſed 
it with great ſucceſs in the cure of cholera mor- 
bus in the Eaſt Indies. Without uſing any 
means to cleanſe the ſtomach or bowels, he found 
that it ſoon ſtopt the vomiting ; and that the 
purging and remaining complaints quickly yield- 
ed to the farther uſe of it. The doſe he gave 
was from half a dram to two drams of the pow- 
der, every three or four hours. Dr. Percival 
informs us, that he has frequently obſerved ſalu- 
tary effects from its uſe in diarrhœa and dyſen- 
tery; and has more than once experienced its 
efficacy in the vomitings which attend the bili- 
ous cholic. He farther affirms, that, in bilious 
fevers, fifteen or twenty grains, with an equal 
or double quantity of vitriolated tartar, given 
every five or fix hours, produced very beneficial 
effects. By the advice of our author, Dr. Hay- 
garth of Cheſter tried it in an epidemic fever, of 
the bilious kind, and found, that, after the pri- 
ma 
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me viz were unloaded, it was a moſt uſeful 
remedy in allaying the nauſea and reachings to 
which patients were liable, and 5 in pre- 
venting relapſes. 

Beſides theſe diſeaſes, Dr. Percival recom- 
mends Columbo root in the ſevere vomitings 
and diarrhœa of children during dentition ; in 
a languid ſtate of the ſtomach, attended with 
want of appetite, indigeſtion, and flatulence ; 
in habitual vomitings, proceeding from weak- 
neſs or irritability of the ſtomach ; and in the 
nauſea and vomiting occaſioned by pregnancy. 
To illuſtrate theſe general obſervations, five caſes 
are ſubjoined, after which, he proceeds to relate 
ſome experiments which he made with Columbo 
root. In theſe, his views ſeem principally to 
bave been, to diſcover the moſt proper form of 
exhibiting this medicine, and to determine its 
power as an antiſeptic. 


Upon infuſing Columbo root in rectiſied ſpi- 
rit of wine, in French brandy, Madeira wine, 
white wine, diſtilled water, white wine vinegar, 
and hard ſpring water, he found that the tinc- 
ture obtained by rectified ſpirit of wine, was 
confiderably ſtronger than any of the reſt ; that 
the degree of impregnation obtained from the 
different menſtrua, was in the order in which 


they 
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they are enumerated ; that the infufion of Co- 
lumbo root is more periſhable than that of other 
bitters ; and, that the addition of orange- peel 
renders this infuſion leſs ungrateful to the ſto- 0 
mach, | f 4 
In the third experiment, Dr. Percivaldeſcribes "i 
a proceſs for making an extract of Columbo 1 | 
root, which he has frequently uſed, and found 1 
of equal, if not * efficacy to the powder 1 
itſelf. "| 
With regard to the antiſeptic power of Co- _ 
lumbo root, it was ſound that beef kept longer f 
ſweet in an infufion of Peruvian bark, than in © | 
that of Columbo root. But that the infufion of it 
bark, added to putrid ox gall, inſtantly produced Ri 
a coagulation, and conſiderably increaſed its fœ- Ai 
tor; whereas, the infuſion of Columbo root 31 
united with it, and corrected its offenfive ſmell, 
This, Dr. Percival imagines, ſerves to explain 


its action in cholera morbus, and renders it pro- 4 

bable that it would prove very ſalutary in the 1 

yellow fever of the Weſt- Indies. ä ö * 
From adding an infuſion of Columbo root to "111 


the alimentary mixture, the author finds that it 1 
moderates the proceſs of digeſtion without ſuſ- i 


pending it ; and that it both prevents acidities, 
and neutralizes them after they are formed. 1 
The 
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The laſt experiment here related, was made 

with a view of aſcertaining the action of Co- 
lumbo root on the heart and arteries. Upon 
finding that a ſcruple had no effect upon his 
pulſe, he took half a dram of it. His pulſe 
then beat eighty ſtrokes in a minute; but, in 
ten minutes after taking the powder, .it became 
fuller and ſlower by three ſtrokes. From this, 
he concludes, that the Columbo root does not 
belong to the claſs of heating bitters ; and that 
it may be uſed with advantage in phthiſis pul- 
monalis, and hectical caſes, to correct acrimony, 
and ſtrengthen the organs of digeſtion. 


. The author next treats of the preparation, 
3 and uſe of the orchis root. From this 
root, which grows well in a dry and not very 
fertile ſoil, is prepared ſalep, which forms a 
conſiderable part of the diet of the inhabitants 
of Turkey, Perſia, and Syria. The method of 
preparing the ſalep is as follows: the new root 
is to be waſhed in water, and the fine brown 
{kin* which covers it, is to be ſeparated by 


means of a ſmall bruſh, or by dipping the root 


in warm water, and rubbing it with a coarſe 
linen-cloth. The roots thus cleaned, are to be 
ſpread on a tin plate, and placed in an oven, 
heated to the uſual degree, where they are to 


remain 
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remain fix or ten minutes. In this time they 
will have loſt their milky whiteneſs, and acquired 
a tranſparency like horn, without any diminu- 
tion of bulk. Being arrived at this ſtate, they 
are to be removed in order to dry and harden 
in the air, which will require ſeveral days to 
effect; or they may be dried ina ww _ by 
* a very gentle heut. 


e 


tity of vegetable rien as a wholeſome nou- 
riſhment, it is much ſuperior to rice; and it has 
the ſingular property of concealing the taſte of 
ſalt· water. Henee to prevent the dreadful cala- 
mity of famine at ſea, it has been propoſed 
that the powder of it ſhould conſtitute part of 
the proviſions of every ſhip's company. With 
regard to its medicinal properties, the author 
obſerves, that its reſtorative, mucilaginous, and 
demulcent qualities render it of confi derable 
uſe in various diſeaſes, when employed as st 
ment”; particularly, in fea ſcurvy, diatrhees, 
dyſentery, ſymptomatic fever ariſing from the 
abſorption of pus, and the ftotie ot gravel, From 


theſe conſiderations, Dr. Percival recommends 


the culture of the orchis root as an object of con- 
ſiderable importance to the public, and bighty- 
merming the actention of the rational farmer. 


| The 
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The author next preſents us with ſome expe- 
riments and obſervations on the waters of Bux- 
ton and Matlock in Derbyſhire. The water 
of St. Ann's well at Buxton, is found to con- 
tain calcareous earth, foſſil alkali, and ſea-ſalt, 
but in very ſmall proportion, The tempera- 
ture of the bath is about 82 degrees of Fah- 
renheit's thermometer ; and that of St. Ann's 
well, which 1s a ſmaller body of water, is ſome- 
what leſs. The water itſelf is tranſparent, 
ſparkling, and highly grateful to the ſtomach, 
The experiments our author made with it were 
with a view of determining its effe&t upon 
the pulſe. Theſe experiments having evinced 
the heating qualities of Buxton-water, Dr. Per- 
cival ſuggeſts ſeveral precautions to be obſerved 
on the uſe of it. He adviſes that ſmall quan- 
tities only ſhould be drank at a time; that the 
belly ſhould be kept open during its uſe; and 
that, in beginning a courſe of this water, it 
ſhould be allowed to remain ſome ſeconds in the 
glaſs before-it be ſwallowed, that ſome part of 
the mineral ſpirit with which it abounds may be 
diſipated. As the Honourable Mr. Cavendiſh 
had diſcovered that calcareous earth may be 
diſſolved in water by means of fixed air, and 
28 An had found that iron may be ſuſ- 
pended 
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pended i in water by the ſame principle, it ap- 
peared probable to our author, that a chalybeate 


impregnation might, with facility, be communi- 
cated to the Buxton water. This he found con- 


firmed by experiment; and he imagines that 
this artificial water, from its agreeable warmth, 
volatility, levity, and gratefulneſs to the palate, 


will, in many caſes, be preferable to natural _ 
lybeate ſprings. 


| Matlock water, the author obſerves is grate- 
ful to the palate, and of an agreeable warmth ; 
but it ſnews no marks of any mineral ſpirit. 
From the experiments here related, it appears to 
be ſlightly impregnated with ſelenites or other 
earthy ſalts. But it does not ſeem to contain 
iron, which it has generally been ſuppoſed 'to 
do. It appears to have little effect upon the 
_ pulſe. In its chemical and medicinal qualities, it 
greatly reſembles Briſtol water; but Dr. Peroi- 
val thinks, that it claims a preference to this 
laſt in hectic caſes, and other diſorders where 
the circulation is rapid and irregular, as it is leſs 
diſpoſed to quicken the pulſe, and war. there- 
_ be taken in larger quantities. 


: 


We are next preſented with ſome Wan 
tions on che medicinal uſes of fixed ait. Hay- 


ing found that fixed air may beinſpired with im 
punity, 


punity, Dr. Percival has exhibited it as an anti- 
ſeptic, in more than thirty caſes of phthiſis pul- 
monalis. In ſeveral of theſe caſes, the hectic fever 
was abated; the matter expectorated became 
leſs offenfive; and in one which was treated by Dr. 
Withering at Stafford, a perfect cure was per- 
formed. The author has likewiſe found fixed 
air to be of ſervice, when applied to foul ulcers 
and cancers, although, in the laſt, there be but 
little proſpect of a complete cure. He has alſo 
found it of great uſe in the ulcerous ſore throat. 


In malignant fevers, the author propoſes that 
wines abounding with fixed air, or artificially 
impregnated with it, ſhould be adminiſtred to 
check the ſeptie ferment and ſweeten the putrid 
colluvies of the prime vie. In putrid diarrhœa 
and in dyſentery, he farther adviſes the injection 
of fixed air into the inteſtines. He propoſes, 
that, in place of fimple water, as directed by 
Dr. Priefiley, an infuſion of malt ſhould be im- 
pregnated with fixed air, and is of opinion, 
that ſuch a medicinal drink might be preſcribed 
with great advantage in ſcrophulous complaints, 
and in thoſe diſorders inwhich general acrinzony 
| prevails, | A remedy capable of being applied 
to ſo many important purpoſes in medicine ger- 


tainly wel ande the antorigzan of phyſicians. 
g The 
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The author next treats of the antiſeptic and 


ſweetening powers ef fixed air, and of its va- 
rieties. He is of opinion, with Dr. M*Bride, 


that fixed air has the power of both retarding 
and correcting putrefaction. The firſt of theſe | 


effects, he imagines, may be aſcribed to its pre- 
venting the farther eſcape of fixed air from the 
ſeptic body ; and the laſt, to its abſtracting from 
it and holding ſuſpended the putrid particles 
which it emits. With regard to the varieties of 
fixed air, from our author's experiments, it ap- 
pears, that the fixed air generated by putrefae- 
tion poſſeſſes properties different from that ge- 
nerated by the breath of animals, and that the 
fixcd.air of metals is of a kind different from 


that which is contained in alkalics and calcareous 
earth. « 


— x 

We are next preſented with ſome obſervations 
on the noxious vapours of charcoal, communi- 
cated to the author by Dr. Dobſon of Liyerpool. 
The baneful influence of the vapours ariſing 
from burning charcoal has already been autheff- 
tieated by many caſes, and has in general been 
aſoribed to ſuffocation. But, from a caſe here 


related, as well as from ſeveral other hiſtories 
and obſervations referred to, it is alledged, that 


| theſe noxious vapours exert their effects on the 
Vor. I. . 


& * 
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brain and nerves. For the recovery of thoſe 
who have been expoſed to ſuch vapours, it is 
propoſed, that they be carried into the open 
air; that the air be fanned backwards and 
forwards to affiſt its action; that the face, 
mouth, and noſtrils, be repeatedly waſhed with 
cold water; and that, as foon as practicable, 
the patient be got to drink ſome cold water. 
Beſides this, breathing into the mouth of the 
patient, frictions, cupping, bleeding, and bliſ- 
tering, are likewiſe indicated. Dr. Percival 
next ſubjoins ſome obſervations on the atrabilis. 


le is of opinion, that it is no other than bale 


: p impugity of the ſalt; 


become acrid by ſtagnation in the veſica fellea, 
and rendered viſcid by the abſorption of its 
fluid parts. 

* From the experiments of Sir John Pringle, 
it was concluded, that fea falt, applied in a 
ſmall quantity, quickens putrefaction. But, 
from the experiments of Dr. Percival, it ap- 
pears, that this 27 is to be aſcribed to the 

nd thats even when ſalt 


| has this effect, it prevents the progreſs of pu- 
4 trefaction beyond a certain degree. * 


The author ſuhjoins ſome experiments 
on coffee. From theſe experiments it appeats 


chat! it is liche 2 a that it moderates 
7 alimen- 
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alimentary fermentation ; and that it is power- 


fully ſedative. Its action on the nervous ſyſtem 
he ſuppoſes to depend on the oil it contains, 
which receives a flight empyreumatic flavour by 
the proceſs of roaſting, 


To theſe experimental eſſays are annexed 
ſele& hiſtories of diſeaſes, of which the follow- 
ing are the principal: 1. A caſe of difficult 
deglutition cured chiefly by the uſe of mercury, 
2. Three caſes of dropſy, the firſt of which was 
removed by ſpontaneous vomiting ; the ſecond 
terminated fatally, and, upon diſſection, the 
- fight ovarium was found very much enlarged 


and ſchirrhous; the third ikewiſeendedin death, 


from a violent orthopnœa, which the author 
imagines proceeded from anaſarcaof the cellular 
membrane of the lungs. 3. A caſe of palſy 
ariſing from the effluvia of lead, in which elec- 


tricity was ſucceſsfully employed, 4 Two 
caſes of, colic cured by the uſe of alum, This 
temedy is given from ten to twenty graips, 


mixed with an equal proportion of ſpar, gum 


arabic, or ſperma ceti. The author informs us, 
9 * 4 | 7 7 N K k. 
that, in about fifteen_caſes, he has emgloyed it 


with ſuch ſucceſs/as induces Him to pf poſe it 
to the trial of other phyſiciang. 6% Four caſes 
of dißeredt legſes, in which the warm bath 
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was ſucceſsfully employed. 6. Some miſcella- 
neous caſes and obſervations, in which, among, 
other things, we have ſome account of the 
Ajava ſeed, celebrated in the Eaſt Indies for 
the cure of colic; and of the remedy propoſed 
by Mr. White of York, as a ſolvent of biliary 


calculi, which appears to be alcohol ſaturated 
with oleum terebinthinæ æthereum. 


This valuable treatiſe is concluded with a 
propoſal for eſtabliſhing more accurate bills of 
mortality. On this fubje&t, he propoſes, 
1. That a table of chriſtenings, marriages, and | 
burials be kept in every place of religious wor- 
ſhip in a large town, to be formed into one ge- 
neral bill, and publiſhed quarterly or annually. 
2. That the table of chriſtenings ſpecify the 
males and females who are baptized, and the 
table of deaths expreſs the males, who die 
under the ſeveral denominations of children, 

bachelors, married men, and widowers ; and 
the females who die under the corpeſponding | 
denominations of children, maidens, married 
women and widows. 3. That the · ages under 

five be ſpecified by ſingle years, and afterwards 
by periods of ye or ten years. 4. That the 
bills of . expreſs particularly the num 


a ber dying of cach diſeaſe, in the ſeyeral divi- 
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fions of life, and different ſeaſons of the year. 


For this purpoſe, he propoſes that two tables 
ſhould be kept, the one of deaths, the other of 
diſeaſes. The ſcheme might certainly be car- 
ried into execution, with no great degree of 
trouble; and, if conducted with accuracy, would 
unqueſtionably afford the moſt important inſtruc- 
tions to the philoſopher as well as the phyſician. 


VIII. 


Experiments and Obſervations. on the following 
Subjects. 1jt, On the Preparation, Calcination, 
and medicinal Uſes of Magneſia Alba. 2. On 
the ſolvent Qualities of calcined Magneſia. 3. 
On the Variety in the ſolvent Pozwers of Quick- 
lime, when uſed in different Quantities, 4. On 
various Abſorbents, as promoting or retarding 
Putrefaction. 5. On the comparative antiſeptic 
Powers of Vegetable Infuſions prepared with 
Lime, '&c. 6. On the ſcuretening Properties of 

fixed Air. By Thomas Henry, A een. 
8vo, London. 


IN. the firſt chapter of this trentiſe;; tig author 
begins with giving an account of an im- 
proved method for preparing magneſia alba, 
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which he was indueed to publiſh, from obſerv- 
ing that the magneſia generally to be found in 
the ſhops, is either extremely coarſe, or, which 
15 ſtill worſe, often ſophiſticated with calcareous 
ſubſtances, differing greatly from true magneſia. 


Magnefia was originally prepared from a 
liquor called the mother of nitre, Hoffman 
prepared it from the bittern remaining after the 
cryſtallization of ſea ſalt. And Dr. Black em- 
ployed the factitious Epſom ſalt for the ſame 
purpoſe. The author of the treatiſe now be- 


fore us, directs that it ſhould be prepared in the 
following manner. 


Diſſolve, ſays he, any quantity of ſal catharti- 
cus amarus, commonly called Epſom ſalt, in its 
own weight of water, filter the liquor, and add 
to it, by degrees, a filtrated ſolution of pearl 
aſhes in an equal quantity of water, ſtirring them 
gently, until the mixed liquors have acquired the 


appearance of a complete coagulum, then ceaſe 


adding any more of the alkaline lixivium; and 
having diluted the precipitate, and mixed it in- 
timately with a ſmall quantity of hot water, im- 
mediately throw the mixture into a large quan- 


tity of boiling water: keep it boiling for a 


quarter of an hour, then take it out, and put it 


into glazed earthen veſfels. As ſoon as the pow- 
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der has ſubfideg, and before the water be quite 
cold, pour it off, and add a freſh quantity of 
boiling water; repeat theſe ablutions with ſeve- 
ral parcels of hot water, till the liquor has en- 
tirely loſt its ſaline taſte. Then let it be ſo agi- 
tated as to ſuſpend the finer parts of the powder; 
in which ſtate, decant it into other veſſels, and 
having ſeparated the water from the magneſia, 
buy inclination, put it on large chalk ſtones, till 
a conſiderable part of the humidity be abſorbed. 
Then wrap it up in ſheets of white paper, and 
dry it before the fire. Pour hot water oh the 
remaining powder, ſtir it, decant it in its turbid 
ſtate, and ſeparate the magneſia from the water 
as before. By theſe means, adds he, the whole 


or moſt of it will be reduced to an equal degree 
of fineneſs. 


In this proceſs, the author adviſes, that par- 

- ticular attention ſhould be paid to the purity of 
the water. He prefers rain water collected free 
from impurity, or clear river water. The dry- 
ing, he obſerves, ſhould be performed with 
expedition; for which reaſon, the chalk-ſtones 

| ſhould be expoſed to a moderate degree of heat, 
He concludes with directing, that the veſſels 
ſhould be carefully covered, that no duſt may 


84 enter, 
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enter, and that cleanlineſs ſhould be particularly 
attended to through the whole proceſs. 

After this account of the proceſs for making 
magneſia, Mr. Henry next preſents us with 
ſome miſcellaneous obſervations. Magneſia, he 
obſerves, poſſeſſes a purgative power, which the 
calcareous earths entirely want. This he aſ- 


coribes to its forming with all the acids a purging 


ſalt. But he farther alledges, that it is to be 
confidered as an earth ſui generis, and is even 
of itſelf in ſome degree purgative, independent 
of its junction with any acid. With regard to 
Dr. Cadogan's proceſs for making magneſia, he 
obſerves, that che proportion of lixivium tartari 
cus amarus is greatly inſufh- 
cient to precipitate the magneſia, and that the 
preference which the Doctor gives to ſal tartari 
over potaſhes, is not well founded, and proves 
only an unneceſſary refinement, 


Mr. Dale Ingram had aſſerted, that pure 
magneſia could not be prepared from facti- 
tious Epſom ſalt, but was to be obtained 
only from Epſom waters. To this, Mr. 
Henry replies, that magnefia earth is uni- 
verſally allowed to be. the ſame, from what- 
ever ſubſtance 1 it be obtained, provided it be 


epa. 
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ſeparated in a pure ſtate ; and that Mr. Ingram's 
proceſs, while it has no advantage, muſt be at- 
tended with great trouble and expence, as, in 
order to procure a ſingle pound of magneſia, it 
will be neceflary for him to evaporate above 
ſixty gallons of water, to between five and fix 
pints, before he begins the precipitation. 


The author proceeds, in the third chapter, to 
enumerate the medical properties of magneſia. 
He begins by mentioning its utility as an abſor- 
bent, in diſorders of the ſtomach and bowels 
ariſing from acidity. It has been eſteemed hurt- 
ful in bilious habits, where there is a diſpoſition 
in the ſtomach contrary to acidity. Of this, 
however, our author 1s doubtful ; and, where 
putrid bile is to be corrected, he thinks good 


purpoſes may be anſwered, by taking magneſia, 


with an acid in the ſtate of efferveſcence, as the 
fixed air, thus extricated, will correct the putri- 
dity of the contents of the inteſtines, while they 
are, at the ſame time, evacuated downwards. 
Although he does not poſitively aſſert that it is 
uſeful in diſeaſes of the ſkin, yet he is of opi- 


nion, that, in ſuch caſes, from è entering the cir- 


culation in the form of a mild neutral alt, it 


may act as an excellent alterative, proving both 
diaphoretic and diuretic. 


Having 
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3 Having given this detail of the medicinal 
properties of magneſia in its natural ſtate, he 
next proceeds to treat of calcined magneſia. 
| : He agrees with Dr, Black in thinking that the 
| changes produced on magneſia by calcination 
k ariſe from its being thus deprived of fixed air. 
When employed in this ſtate for medical pur- 
poſes, he affirms, that it produces none of thoſe 
diſagreeable effects in the ſtomach which ariſe 
| from the extrication of the fixed air of uncal- 
cined .magnefia z and that it proves nearly as 
1: aperient as a double quantity of uncalcined 
1 magneſia. He is of opinion, that it may be 
q uſeful in diſtenſions of the bowels, ariſing from 
flatus; that it may be ſucceſsfully empleyed as 
a cathartic with patients labouring under the 
None, who are uſing the lixivium ſaponaceun 
and that, joined with warm aromatics, it may be 
of ſervice in correcting the great flatulency which 
ſo much afflicts people of a gouty diſpoſition. 


In the ſixth chapter, the author conſiders the 
action of various abſorbents as promoting or re- 
tarding putrefaction. We are here preſented 

with eight experiments. From the firſt, it ap- 

pears that magneſia, in common with other ab- 

ſorbents, proves conſiderably antiſeptic toanimal 

- fleſh, The ſecond, on the contrary, ſhews, that 
calcined « 


_ ealcined magneſia is poſſeſſed of ſtrong antiſep- 
tic powers, But, in the third and fourth experi- 
ments, when magneſia was added to ox-gall, it 
retarded putrefaction very conſiderably, whe- 
ther applied in a natural or a calcined ſtate. And, 
from the fifth and ſixth experiments, we farther 
learn, that magneſia has a power of ſweetening 
ox-bile already putrid. 


In the ſeventh experiment, the author com- 
pares the relative ſeptic powers of different ab- 
ſorbents. Bile, mixed with crab's eyes, grew 
putrid in forty-eight hours; with chalk, in 
twelve hours; with magneſia, on the ninth day; 
with pulvis e chelis cancrorum, on the tenth ; 
with pulvis contrayerve compoſitus it was pre- 
ſerved free from corruption for about three 
weeks; and, with calcined magneſia, no change 
was obſerved upon it for above the ſpace of a 
month. By the laſt experiment, it was found, 
that chalk and magneſia, neutralized with diſ- 


tilled vinegar, preſerved bile ſeveral days longer. 


than a ſolution of the artificial Epſom ſalt. From 
theſe experiments, Mr. Henry concludes, that 
all teſtaceous and abſorbent medicines are by 
no means improper in fevers of a putreſcent 


type; that, where bile is ſuſpected to be the 


cauſe of any putrid diſeaſe, thoſe antiſeptics 
25 ſhould 
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ſhould be preſcribed which particularly impede 
its corruption; that, as calcined magneſia is a 
more powerful antiſeptic than-moſt other ab- 
ſorbents, it-merits a preference to theſe ; and 
that, where an acid cacochymy prevails, mag- 
neſia, or other abſorbents taken immediately be- 
fore or after meal-time, may, by increafing the 
putrefactive fermentation of animal food, be of 
very great ſervice. 


The ſeventh chapter contains: ſome experi- 
ments for aſcertaining the ſolvent powers of cal- 
cined magneſia. Dr. M Bride had found, that 
lime, triturated with reſinous gums, promoted 
their ſolution in water, but at the ſame time 
it communicated to them a highly diſagreeable 
taſte. From Mr. Henry's experiments, it ap- 
pears that magneſia, while 1 it has an equal power 
in promoting ſolution, is not attended with this 
inconvenience. . Thus, therefore, we have an 
eaſy and very elegant method of preparing 
aqueous tinEtures from the gum-reſins. Theſe 
tinctures, however, he qbſerves, are calculated 
only for extemporaneous preſcription, as moſt 
of them depoſite a ſediment when they have 
been kept for a week or two. 


In che eighth chapter, the nber treats of 55 


various ſolvent powers of quick- lime in differ- 
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ent quantities. As a menſtruum, well calcu- 
lated for diſſolving vegetable aſtringents, ſeemed 
to be a deſideratum in pharmacy, he reſolved 
to try how far the ſolvent power of water could 
be increaſed by means of quick-lime, With a 
view of aſcertaining this, a determined quantity 
of Aleppo galls, Oak-bark, Peruvian bark, 
Snake-root, Columbo root, Contrayerva root, 
Jalap, Ipecacuan, and Rhubarb, were each 
rubbed, for an eaual length of time, with four 
ounces of rain- water; with two ſcruples of 
quick-lime, and the ſame quantity of rain-water 
as before; and with four ounces of lime-water, 


From the reſult of theſe experiments, it ap- 
peared, that the addition of quick-lime tritu- 
rated with the roots, impeded their ſolution in 


water. This the author aſcribes to the lime 
being! in greater quantity than the vegetable 


could ſaturate with fixed air, by whieh means, 
the water would become ſo impregnated with, 
lime, as to be unfit'to 2& upon the vegetable. 
But, it farther appeared, that lime-water ex- 
tracted the ſoluble parts of many aſtringent 
vegetables, and eſpecially their colouring Prin. 

eiples, more Doge than diſtilled "I 1 


Mr. Henry next proceeds to examine. the 1 


| comparative antiſeptic | as of Is 1 
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infufions above mentioned. With this view, 
Pieces of beef were put into them. From what 
appeared upon this trial, he concludes, that 
lime-water, when uſed in ſuch a quantity, in 
extracting the virtues of vegetables, as not to 
be ſaturated with the fixed air it receives from 
them, ſtrongly counteracts putrefaction, al- 
though it deſtroy the texture of animal bodies 
expoſed to its action. But, when employed 
for the ſame purpoſe, in ſuch a proportion as 
to be fully ſaturated with air, it increaſes the 
antiſeptic power of the vegetable, and does not 
diminiſh coheſion in the fibres of anima bodies 
expoſed to its action. 


Mr. Henry concludes this ingenious treatiſe 


with conſidering the ſweetening properties of 


fixed air. The experiments of Dr. M*Bride on 


this ſubject were rendered in ſome degreedoubt- 


ful by thoſe afterivards publiſhed by Dr. Alex- 


ander. The experiments, with which we are | 
here preſented, were made with a view af deter- 


mining this point. They are three in number; 
and the refult of them ſhews, that fixed air 
werfully corrects the ſcxtor of putrid ſub- 


e By ſome it bas, beeh ſuppoſed, that 


_ this property 7 of fixed uit might depend on the 
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which are here related, there ſeems to be no 
foundation for ſuch a ſuppofition, He con- 
cludes, therefore, that it muſt be aſcribed ta 
ſome other principle not yet aſcertained, 


' 


IX, 


DelP azione del Cuore ne Vai ſanguignt nuove 
Ofſervazioni del Abate Spallanzani, Sacer- 
dote della Congregazione della B. Vergine, e, 
S. Carlo di Modena Profeſſore di Filoſofia 
nell Univerſita e Collegio de” Nobili, e Membro 

| della Societd Reale di Londra. 8vo, Mo- 


dena. 


V e e we have not had an op- 


portunity of examining this ingenious 
treatiſs itſelf, yet we flatter ourſelves that the 
account here given of it, which is taken from 
the laſt volume of the Leipfick Commentaries, 
will mot be unacceptable to mot of our _ 
readers. BED 9 * A 0%. 
This work is written in the form of — To « 

Dr. Haller, and contains ghſervati ions conce 
ing the motion of the blood, made upon «pl n 
which he himſelf had before pointed aut. It 


” may, however, be l hat this @xpori- | MR 
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ments of Haller were made principally upon 
frogs, and thoſe of this author upon the water 
ſalamander. The treatiſe itſelf is divided into 
fix chapters, which treat of the action of the 
heart upon the largeſt, the middle-fized, and 
the ſmalleſt arteries, upon the ſmalleſt, the 
middle-fized, and the largeſt veins, 


Upon laying open the thorax, the motion of 
the heart can be diſtinctly ſeen through the 
pericardium, which is exceedingly thin. He 
obſerves, however, that the heart, while in- 

* cluded in the pericardium, does not, in its 
diaſtole, raiſe itſelf ſo high as when that mem- 
brane is cut away. In the firſt caſe, it aſcends 

in a curve line from the left towards the right 
fide; but in the laſt caſe, it aſcends perpendi- 
cularly. After examining a hundred and fifty 
ſalamanders, he could never diſcover one in 
which the liquor pericardii was wanting. He 
obſerves, that the blood ruſhing into the auricle 
aſſumes a rediler colour than it had before, which 

© he aſeribes fo its being accumulated in greater 
quantity. The blood in the aorta, he remarks, 

not flow in a continüeqſtream; and, after 
anhmal bad been long ſubjected to an ex pe- 

* ae, he could. diſcover moments at whigh 
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| In the middle-fized arterial veſſels, if the 
animal be very lively, the motion is in a great 
meaſure uniform. But, upon the animals being 
debilitated, the blood moves flower in their 
diaſtole than in the ſyſtole. At length, in their 
diaſtole, the motion either ceaſes entirely, or is 
retrograde. This flux and reflux, our author 
terms an oſcillatory motion. 'This oſcillation in 
the meſentery ſeems to begin at the ſame inſtant, 


both in the trunk and ſmall branches, But, in 


the lungs, it ſeems to begin in the ſmall arteries, 


and proceed gradually to the larger branches. 


No air, he affirms, can be diſcovered in the 
blood, unleſs when there is a rupture of veſſels ; 
and then it forms globules much larger than 
thoſe of the blood. 


The ſmalleſt or capillary arteries, every where 
obſervable in the body, are not all ſo narrow as 
to allow a paſſage only for one globule of blood. 
In theſe, the blood moves only a little ſlower 
than in the middle-fized arteries, But, upon 
the animals being long tormented, the oſcilla- 
tory motion above deſcribed begins ſooner in 
them, and the motion of the blood in them 
ſooner ceaſes altogether. This author, as well 


as Dr. Haller, diſcovered that the red globules, 
Vol. I. T in 
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in veſſels of every diameter, ſwim in another 
fluid, the particles of which are invifible, 


r. Haller was unable to diſcover whether 
the Pr globules change their figure or not. 
Fontana, however, had obſerved this in the pul- 
monary veſſels of frogs. And our author con- 
firms it from his obſervations on the veſſels in 
the gills of the ſalamander, He obſerved par- 
ticularly, that, where theſe veſſels formed an 


acute angle, the globules aſſumed a ſemilunar 
figure, and did not recover their former ſhape 
till they had paſſed the angle. 


His next obſervations are upon the venous ſyſ- 
tem. Dr. Haller had not been able to diſcover 
the beginningof veins in the meſentery of a frog, 
nor could Spallanzani in that of a ſalamander. 
The ſize of the ſmalleſt veins which he diſco- 
vered, was ſuch, that a ſingle globule could 
move in them without friction; but, at the 
ſame time, it came ſo near in canta c with the 
fides of the veſſel, that the ſpace between them 
could not be meaſured. From experiments, he 
found, that the ſmalleſt veins are ſubject to the 
motion of the heart; and, while its vigour re- 

mained entire, he could diſcover no difference 
| between the celerity of the blood's motion in 
theſe and in the ſmall arteries. But, upon the 
foret 
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force of the heart being weakened, the celerity 
of the blood's motion began to languiſh in the 
ſmall veins, before it did ſo in the ſmall arte- 


ries. He found, that the motion of the blood 


in the trunks of veins was greater than in the 


branches, when many of them were joined toge- 
ther. But this celerity was not equally en- 


creaſed, when a ſmall number of branches 
joined together. This difference of celerity, he 
obſerved to extend to the conjunction of even 
the ſmalleſt branches. 

Dr. Haller had obſerved, that, upon a ſmall 
branch of a vein being inſerted into a larger, 
the celerity of the blood's motion in the latter, 
was often ſo great as to impede the ingreſs of 
blood from the former. This the author found 
particularly confirmed in the inſtance of the 
| ſmall veins, which after creeping upon the aorta 
form themſelves into a ſmall trunk, and then 

land in the vena cava. 
With regard to the middle-ſized veins, the au- 
thor obſerves, that he could diſcover no diffe- 
rence between the colour of the blood in theſe 
and in arteries of the ſame ſize. This he brings 
as a farther confirmation that the change of co- 


lour in the blood depends entirely on the aggre- 


gation of the globules. In the meſentery he 
found the veins both more numerous and larger 


2 1 


* _— — =. =. _ = 
= _—_ — O—_—_ 


- ” 
- 


PENG EE us — 
— 


8 


4 1 
jo 
' 7 
$t 
y 
| : 
$ 


— — * 
* 1 3 2 


292 Die AL 


in diameter than the arteries. But, if the ani- 
mal was vigorous, the motion of the blood in 
both was equal, except that the impulſe of the 
heart could not be diſtinguiſhed in the veins, 
In the trunk of the pulmonary \ vein, however, 
he diſcovered an uncommon velocity, the mo- 
tion of the blood here being about two-thirds 
quicker than in the other middle-fized veins. 
While the circulation continued vigorous, he 
could not diſcover whether the blood moved 
more quickly in the axis of the veins or at the 

ſides. But, when the circulation became lan- 
guid, the former of theſe evidently took place, 
By ſlightly wounding a vein, as well as an ar- 
rery, globules of e!«ſtic air can, with facility, 
be introduced into the blood. _ 


In the laſt chapter, the author treats of the 
largeſt-fized veins, that is, of the ſuperior and 
inferior cava. The celerity of the blood in 
theſe he did not find to be greater than in the 
middle-fized veins. The blood in the ſuperior 
cava had not an equable motion, but entered 
the heart in alternate waves ; and the pulſation 
of either vena cava was found to be varied in 
proportion to its fize. The author concludes 
this treatiſe with again illuſtrating, by new ex- 
amples, the effect which the inſertion of ſmall 


veins into larger ones has upon the celerity of 
the blood. 
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"LK; 

Memire fur un Moyen de diſſoudre la Reſine 
Caoutchouc, connue preſentement fous le nom 
de Refine Elaftique de Cayenne, et de la faire 
reparoitre avec toutes fes qualites. Par M. 


Macquer. Vid. Hiſtoire de Þ Academie Royale 41 
des Sciences, Annee 1768. 4to, Paris. Il 


HE properties of this reſin, which is | 
found in different parts of South Ame- f 1 
rica and Aſia, render it one of the moſt ſingular 1 
productions of the vegetable kingdom. No ſub- | 
ſtance is yet known which is at the ſame time ſa | 1 
pliable and ſo elaſtic; and it is farther a matter 1 
of curioſity, as being capable of reſiſting the 
action of very powerful menſtrua, 


! 


From the account of M. de la Condamine, | [ 

* we learn, that this ſubſtance ouzes out, under 

the form of a vegetable milk, from incifions 

made in a certain ſpecics of tree in the country 3 

in which it is found. This liquor gradually 
dries, and is formed into a ſubſtance of the 
appearance of leather, which is in a very high 
1 degree 
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degree pliable and elaſtic; while at the ſame time 
it poſſeſſes a conſiderable degree of ſolidity. On 
account of theſe properties, the Omaguas, a nu- 
merous nation on the banks of the river of the 
Amazons, employ this reſin, while yet in a ſtate 
of milk, for making different utenſils, as goblets, 
bottles, and the like. As the ſame properties 
would render it of ſingular utility for many 
other purpoſes in arts, philoſophers have long 
wiſhed to diſcover ſome method of diſſolving it 
in ſuch a manner that it could aſſume different 
figures with equal caſe, as when in its original 
Nate of milk. In the memoir now before us, 
we have an account of the manner in which this 
end may be effected. | 


The ſtate of vegetable milk in which the 
caoutchouc reſin is found when it comes from 
the tree, led Mr. Macquer to imagine, that it 
was compoſed of an oil and a watery matter, 
From its wanting aromatic flavour, from its lit- 
tle volatility, and from its being incapable of 

ſolution in ſpirit of wine, he concluded that the 
oil which entered its compoſition was not an eſ- 
ſential, but a fatty one. Hence he thought it pro- 
bable, that it paſſed from a fluid to a ſolid form, 
py the evaporation of the watery part; and that 
the oily ſolvents would reduce it to a ſoft ſtate. 
The 
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The firſt trials he made for diſſolving it were 
with lintſeed oil, eſſence of turpentine, and ſeve- 
ral others. But all he could obtain by means of 
theſe menſtrua, was a viſcid ſubſtance incapable 
of being harnened, and totally void of elaſticity, 
The rectified eſſential oil of turpentine was em- 
ployed with ſeemingly greater ſucceſs, To ſepa- 
rate from this menſtruum the caoutchouc which 
it had diſſolved, Mr. Macquer added ſpirit of 
wine to it. But the conſequence was, that part 

only of the oil united with the ſpirit, the reſt 
remained obſtinately attached to the refinwhich 
it had diffolved, and thus prevented it from 
aſſuming a ſolid conſiſtence. 


The author next endeavoured to diſſolve it 
by means of heat in Papin's digeſter. But nei- 
ther water nor ſpirit of wine, although, in this 
way, capable of ſoftening the hardeſt bones, 
could produce any other effect upon it, than to 
render it more firm than before. After this, he 
tried whar effect the milky juice of other vege- 
tables would have upon it. He uſed ſeveral 
kinds, particularly that of the fig. But, in this 
way, he could obtain no ſolution. From the 
great volatility of æther, he was next induced 
to try it as a menſtruum; and for this purpoſe 
n ſome with great attention. The caout- 
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chouec cut into little bits, and put into a proper 
veſſel, with as much of this æther as was ſufh- 
cient to cover it, was perfectly diſſolved without 
any other heat than that of the atmoſphere, 
This ſolution was tranſparent and of an amber 
colour. It ſtill preſerved the ſmell of the æther, 
but mixed with the diſagreeable odour of the 
caoutchouc, and it was little leſs fluid than 
pure ther. Upon its being thrown into water, 
no milky liquor was produced, but there roſe to 
the ſurface a ſolid membrane which poſſeſſed the 


great elaſticity and other peculiar properties of 
the caoutchouc, 


The Indian method of forming bottles, gob- 
lets, and other utenſils of the caoutchouc, is by 
making moulds of clay, which they cover with 
thin layers of the caoutchouc,taking care never 
to lay on a freſh one till the former be dry. 
After it has acquired the proper thickneſs, by 
an inſtrument fitted for the purpoſe, they take 
out the clay. | | 


The ſame proceſs may be followed in form- 
ing veſſels of the caoutchouc diffolved in æther. 
Bur, in forming ſmall veſfels, Mr. Macquer 
did not employ moulds of clay, but of wax, 
which were eaſily removed by throwing the 
veſſel, after it was finiſhed, into boiling water, 
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X. 
Diſſertatio medica inauguralis, de Balneo; Autore 


Bartholomæo Parr. 8vo, Edinburgi. 


N this diſſertation on the warm bath, the au- 


thor confines himſelf entirely to the effects 


of ſimple warm water. He divides his ſubject 
into four parts. In the firſt, he treats of the 
effects of the warm bath; in the ſecond, of its 
uſe in diſeaſes; in the third of its abuſes; and, 
in the fourth, of its adminiſtration. 


He obſerves, that the effects of the warm 
bath on the ſimple ſolids, and on the ſecretions, 
have been accurately detailed ; but that the 
changes it induces on the pulſe, and on the heat 
of the body, have either been entirely neglected, 
or confidered only, at leaſt in as far as they have 


been the ſubject of experiment, in a ſlight and 


curſory manner. Hence, to aſcertain theſe 


changes more exactly, he has made many expe- } 


riments on different people, with the reſult of 
which we are here preſented, 


When the water in the bath raiſed Fahren- 
heit's thermometer to 96 degrees, he found that 


the 
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the heat of the body and the pulſe were either 
not changed, or were ſo in a ſlight degree only. 
The ſuperficial veins did not ſwell in the bath. 
But, after coming out of it, the urine was diſ- 
charged in a larger quantity than uſual, and 
the perſpiration ſeemed to be encreaſed, 

With the water at 98 degrees, the heat of the 
body was not changed; the pulſe was very little 
quickened ; and, after an hour, returned to its 
natural ſtate, The face was ſomewhat ſwelled 
and red, and was alſo a little moiſt ; but there 
was no apparent ſweat upon it. After coming 
out of the bath at this heat, the pulſe ſeemed 
leſs frequent than natural, and a very copious 
perſpiration enſued. 

At a hundred degrees, in a man whoſe-pulſe 
was naturally fixty, after twenty-five minutes 
continuance in the bath, it was raiſed to ſeventy- 
two, and became fuller than natural. The heat 
of his body was increaſed two degrees, his face 
began to ſweat, but not copiouſly. The ſuper- 
Acial veins in other parts of the body were 
ſcarcely ſwelled; thecuticle was much wrinkled; 
and, at length, ſome degree of giddineſs came 
on. After coming out, his pulſe ſeemed flower 
than natural, and there was no ſweat, but a 
copious perſpiration; 

At 
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At a hundred and two degrees, the pulſe, in 
half an hour, was increaſed thirty-two ſtrokes 
in a minute; and the heat of the body was aug- 
mented four degrees, The face ſoon became 
fluſhed ; and, after ten minutes continuance in 
the bath, ſweat ſtood in drops upon it. On 
coming out, the perſon was put in a bed be- 

' tween blankets, and ſweated profuſely. But, 
in a ſhort time, the pulſe and heat of the body 
returned to the natural ſtandard, 


At a hundred and four degrees, the pulſe and 
heat were as much increaſed in twenty minutes 
as in the laſt experiment after half an hour. 
When the water came up to the thorax, the 
breathing was frequent and laborious. The ſu- 
perficial veſſels were much ſwelled, and the face 
very red, while the ſweat ran down it in full 
ftreams. The cuticle continued ſmooth, and 
there was no remarkable anxiety ; but, after 
twenty minutes, a ſlight vertigo enſued. - The 
ſweat, upon coming out of the bath, was very 
copious; and it was a quarter of an hour be- 


fore the heat and pulſe returned to the natural 1 
ſtandard. 


At a hundred and ſix degrees, all the ſymp- 
toms mentioned in the laſt experiment were 


much 
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much increaſed. The heat of the water was 
almoſt intolerable. A vertigo and confuſion 
came on in five minutes; and, in a quarter of 
an hour, nauſea and faintiſhneſs enſued. On 
coming out, the ſweat was ſtill more copious 
than before, The heat of the body ſoon re- 
turned to its natural ſtate; but, even after half 


an hour, the pulſe fill continued fuller and 
quicker than natural. 


The effects of the pediluvium were nearly 

the ſame with thoſe of the warm bath ; but 
the changes from equal degrees of heat were 
leſs confiderable. The veſſels in the feet were 
ſoon ſwelled from it ; but it required ſome 


time before any change took place in thoſe of 


the hands. 
After narrating theſe experiments, the author 


proceeds to conſider the cauſes of the effects 


which have been pointed out. And, firſt, he 
treats of the changes induced on the ſimple 
ſolids. Of theſe, he thinks, the cuticle only is 
relaxed by the heat and moiſture of the warm 
bath ; for it ſeems to prevent watery fluids from 
paſſing it; and, even if they ſhould paſs, a cel- 
lular ſubſtance filled with oil would prevent 
their farther progreſs. 


The 
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The changes which warm bathing has, in ge- 
neral, been ſuppoſed to produce upon the blood, 
are an increaſe of its fluidity and of its bulk. 
The firſt of theſe he allows may happen, both 
in conſequence of an abſorption of water, and of 
beginning putrefaction. He thinks, however, 
that it will, in moſt caſes, be obviated by the 


ſecretions being increaſed. With regard to the 


increaſe of bulk, he enjertains many doubts, 
He obſerves, that there is no rule by which we 
can, a priori, determine the expanſility of an 

fluid. Sauvages and Haller had endeavoured 
to determine this ſubject by experiments upon 
the blood put into a thermometer; from which 
they concluded, that it poſſeſſed but a ſmall 
degree of expanſility. But our author is of opi- 
nion, that theſe experiments cannot be entirely 
truſted, as, in letting the blood, ſome portion 
of it, particularly an aerial matter, flies away. 
Upon this, however, its expanſility may depend. 
Bur, after all, he 1s inclined to believe, that the 
great ſwelling of the veins obſervableupon warm 
bathing cannot be ſolely produced by an ex- 
panfion of the blood, but muſt, in ſome degree, 


be owing to a diminiſhed tone of the contain- 
ing veſſols. 


After this, he proceeds to conſider the changes 


induced on the nervous ſyſtem, He ſets out 


with 
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with offering ſome proofs, that a ſympathy ſub- 
ſiſts between the extreme veſſels and other parts; 
and, on this footing, proceeds to explain theſe 
changes. He is of opinion, that, by the imme- 
diate contact of warm water, the extreme veſ- 
ſels will be relaxed; and that this relaxation 
will, by ſympathy, be communicated to other 
parts. Hence, the ſhrivelled ſkin, the ſoft and 
full pulſe, the ſwelling of the veins, and the 
_ daebility and increaſed ſenſibility of the nervous 
| power. But this relaxation ſeldom occurs, with- 
out ſome appearance of a ſtimulus, which ſeems 
to depend upon the heat of the water. In con- 
ſequence of this, the pulſe becomes more fre- 
quent, the ſurface ſwells, and the excretions 
are increaſed. The frequent and laborious re- 
ſpiration depends, he thinks, on the rarefaction 
of the air in the lungs, which compreſſes the 
blood-veſſels, and brings on a difficulty in the 
circulation, which can only be remedied by an 
increaſed inſpiration. | 
Having thus endeavoured to point out, and 
explain the effects of the warm bath, the author 
next proceeds to treat of its uſe. As its only 
conſtant and confiderable effects ariſe from a 
change in the vital ſolids, it is, he obſerves, 
from ſuch a change alone that any indications 
can 
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can be drawn. The two principal effects of this 
kind are ſtimulant and ſedative. 

As a ſedative, the warm bath, he obſerves, 
may be uſed, 1½, To relax the extreme veſſels, 
and, in conſequence of that, the whole ſyſtem. 
And, 2dly, To produce derivation to the ſur- 
face, or to any particular part. With the firſt 
of thete intentions, he imagines that it may be 
uſed in diſeaſes arifing from too little irritability, 
and in thoſe which proceed from a contraction 
of the muſcular fibres. ToYluſtrate this, ſome 
obſervations are ſubjoined concerning the uſe of 

the warm bath in particular diſeaſes, The dif- 
_ eaſes which he conſiders as arifing from dimi- 
niſhed irritability are melancholy and hypochon- 
driaſis. And thoſe of which he treats as ariſing 
from increaſed contraction, are hyſteria, epi- 
lepſy, tetanus, fever, ſmall-pox, plague, he- 
morrhagy, phlegmaſiæ, amenorrhcea, ileus, 
calculus, and tuſſis convulſiva. From its power 
of producing derivation, he points it aut as 
uſeful in diſeaſes depending on acrimony, and 
on altered determination. He illuſtrates the firſt 
of theſe by ſome remarks on its employment in 
cutaneous diſeaſes, hydrophobia, and ſyphilis; 
and the laſt, by ſome obſervations on i uſe in 
_ diarrhoea and long continued catarrh. 


As 
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As a ſtimulus, warm bathing, he obſerves, is 
uſed only to increaſe the nervous power, when 
morbidly diminiſhed. To illuſtrate this, he 
offers ſome remarks on its employment in palſy, 
chronic rheumatiſm, and contracted limbs. 


The author next proceeds to treat of the 
abuſe of warm bathing. The inconveniences 
thence ariſing are derived from the ſame ſources 
which are the foundation of its uſe, that is, from 
its ſtimulant and ſedative powers. As a ſedative, 
he obſerves, it is hurtful in chlorofis, amenor- 
rhœa depending upon debility, and ſcurvy. In 
this view likeways, when the heat is much in- 
creaſed, it becomes hurtful in tetanus, hyſteria, 
plague, and putrid fever. As a ſtimulus, it is 
hurtful where any of the viſcera are obſtructed, 
or where there are crudities in the prime vie, 
It is alſo to be forbid with thoſe liable to hæ- 
morrhages, and with pregnant women. The 
author farther obſerves, that Hoffman has re- 
marked its producing fatal conſequences after a 
fit of anger ; and, laſtly, he is of opinion, that 
it will be hurtful to aſthmatics, from the diffi- 
culty of reſpiration which it occaſions. 
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The laſt ſubje& of which our author here 
treats, is the adminiſtration of the warm bath. 
| This 
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This he obſerves, has ina great meaſure been con- 


ſidered already. If. we wiſh for its ſedative effects, 
he thinks, that the heat ſhould not be more than 
98 or 100 degrees, and that the patient ſhould 
continue in it for an hour or longer. But, if a 
ſtimulus be wanted, he adviſes that the heat 
ſhould at the firſt be 106 degrees, and, if poſ- 
ſible, increaſed till ſome nauſea or vertigo come 
on. When the warm bath is uſed in ſpaſmodic 
caſes, or to evacuate any morbid matter, the 
patient, he obſerves, on coming out of it, is in 
general directed to be laid in flannel ; but, if 
this be diſagreeable, his linen is ordered to be 
well dried and frequently changed. But ſhirts 
of cotton-cloth, he thinks, probably poſſeſs the 
advantages of both, 0 
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Caſes of Putrid Fevers, in which fixed Air tas 
injefted into the Inteſtines, with apparent Ad- 


vantage, by Thomas Percival, M. D. F. R. 8. 
and S. A. 


r twelve months ſince, my learned 

friend, the reverend Doctor Prieſtley, ſug- 
geſted to me the trial of fixed air in putrid fevers, 
adminiſtered under the form of clyſters. And 
I was ſoon after favoured, by a gentleman of 
eminence in his profeſſion at Leeds, with a very 
ſatisfactory hiſtory of the ſucceſsful exhibition 
of this remedy, of which the following is an 
abridged account. 

| 
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January 8, 1772. Mr. L —, a young 
gentleman, was ſeized with a fever, which, after 
continuing about ten days, began to be attended 
with thoſe ſymptoms which indicate a putreſcent 
ſtate in the fluids. 


18. His tongue was black, he dozed much, 
his pulſe was low, and beat 110 ſtrokes in a 
minute, and his belly was looſe. 


20. His ſtupor increaſed, and he ſome- 
times voided his urine and fœces without giving 
notice to his attendants, His ſkin was dry and 


harſh, but without petechiæ; and his ſtools 


were hot, watery, black, and very foetid. 


22, The preceding ſymptoms continued with 
increaſed violenee, and a ſubſultus tendinum 
came on, notwithſtanding the uſe of the Peru- 
vian bark, tormentil root, elixir of vitriol, tinc- 
ture of roſes, and every means which the {kill 


or experience of his phyſicians could ſuggeſt. 


A different method of cure was, therefore, pro- 
poſed and carried into execution. The patient 
was directed to drink freely of orange-wine, 
which retained its ſweetneſs, and was in briſk 
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fermentation. The tincture of bark was con- 
tinued, and the water which was mixed with 
it was impregnated with mephitic air from a 
large vat of fermenting wort. Inſtead of 
aſtringent clyſters, air ſet free from an efferveſ- 
cing mixture of chalk and the acid of vitriol 
was injected by means of the inſtrument which 


is uſed for conveying the fumes of tobacco 
into the inteſtines, 


23. His ſtools were leſs frequent ; their heat 
and fœtor were likewiſe conſiderably diminiſhed ; 


his ſtupor was much abated ; and the ſubſultus 
tendinum had left him. 


24. He was much better, and there ſeemed 
to be no neceſſity for repeating the clyſters, 
The other means were continued, 


25. All the ſymptoms of putreſcency had left 
him ; his tongue and teeth were clean ; there 
remained no unnatural blackneſs or fœtor in his 
ſtools ; and the diſagreeable odour of his breath 
and perſpiration was no longer perceived, He 
began to take nouriſhment, and ſoon recovered 
his uſual health and ſtrength. 


This ſtriking proof of the efficacy of the injec- 
tions of fixed air encouraged me to try them in 


the 
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the following deplorable cafe. And, though the 
diſcaſe proved fatal to the patient, it feems pro- 
bable to me, and to another gentleman of the 
faculty who attended him, that his life was 
protracted, and his ſufferings mitigated, by the 

continued uſe of this remedy. 


CA nn. 


Mr. W „tat. 44, corpulent, inactive, 
with a ſhort neck, and addicted to habits of in- 


temperance, was attacked, on the 7th of July, 
1772, with ſymptoms which ſeemed to threaten 
an apoplexy. On the 8th, a bilious looſeneſs 
ſucceeded, with a profuſe hemorrhige from 
the noſe. On the gth, I was called to his aſſiſt- 
ance, His countenance was bloated, his eyes 
| heavy, his ſkin hot, and his pulſe hard, full, 
and oppreſſed. The diarrhoea continued; his 
ſtools were bilious and very offenſive; and he 
* complained of griping pains in his bawels. He 

had loſt, before I ſaw him, by the direction of 
Mr. Hall, a ſurgeon of eminence in Mancheſ- 
ter, eight ounces of blood from the arm, which 
was of a lax texture; and he had taken a 
ſaline mixture every ſixth hour, The following 


U 3 draught 
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. draught was preſcribed, and a doſe of rhubarb 

directed to be adminiſtered at night. 

R Ag. Cinnam. ten. Fi. Succ. Limon. 3B. Salis 
Nigri gr. xii. Hr. e Succo Limon. 3 1. M. f. 
hauſt. 41s Poris ſumendus, 


July 11. The diarrhoea was more moderate, 
his griping pains were abated, and he had leſs 
ſtupor and dejection in his countenance ; pulſe 
go, not ſo hard or oppreſſed. As his ſtools 
continued to be fœtid, the doſe of rhubarb 
was repeated; and, inſtead of ſimple cinna- 


mon water,- his draughts were prepared with 
an infuſion of Columbo root. 


12. The diarrhoea continued; his ſtools were 
involuntary, and he diſcharged in this way a 
quantity of black, grumous, and fœtid blood. 
Pulſe hard and quick ; ſkin hot ; tongue co- 
vered with a dark fur; abdomen ſwelled ; 
great ſtupor. Ten grains of the Columbo 
root, and fifteen of the gummi rubrum aſtrin- 
gens were added to each draught, Fixed air, 
under the form of clyſters, was injected 
every ſecond or third hour, and directions 
were given to ſupply the patient plentifully 
with water artificially impregnated with me— 
phitic air. A bliſter was alſo laid between his 
thoulders, 


13. Tho 
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13. The diarrhoea continued, with frequent 


diſcharges of blood; but the ſtonls had now , 


loſt their fœtor. Pulſe 120; great flatulence 


in the bowels, and fulneſs in the belly. The 


clyſters of fixed air always diminiſhed the tenfion 
of the abdomen, abated flatulence, and made 


the patient more eaſy and compoſed for ſome 
time after their injection. They were directed 


to be continued, together with the medicated 


water. The nitre was omitted, and a ſeruple 
of Confect. Damocratis was given every fourth 
hour in an infufion of Columbo root. 


14. The diarrhoea was now checked. His 
other ſymptoms continued as before. Bliſters 
were applied to the arms; and a dram and a half 
of the tinctura ſerpentariæ was added to each 
draught. 


15. His pulſe was quicker, more irregular, 
and feeble. He doſed much, talked incohe- 
rently, and laboured under a flight degree of 
dyſppœa. His urine, which had hitherto aſ- 
ſumed no remarkable appearance, now be- 
came pale. N he diſcharged wind 
very freely, his belly was much ſwelled, ex- 


cept for a ſhort time after the injection of the 


air- -clyſters. The following draughts were then 
preſcribed, | 5 


9 R Cam- 
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R Camphore, Mucilag. G. Arab. ſolute gr. viii. 
Infuſ. Rad. Columb. Fi. Tinct. Serpent. z ii. 
Confect. Card. 91. Syr. Cort. Aurant. 31, 'M. 
F. hauſt. 41s horis , 


Directions were given to foment his feet 
frequently with vinegar and warm water, 


16. He has had no ſtools fince the 14th. 
His abdomen is tenſe. No change in the other 
ſymptoms. The Tinct. Serpent. was omitted in 


his draughts, and an equal quantity of Tinct. 
Rhei Spt. ſubſtituted in its place. 


In the evening, he had a motion to ſtool, 


of which he was for the firſt time ſo ſenfible, 


as to give notice to his attendants, But the 
diſcharge, which was conſiderable and ſlightly 
offenſive, conſiſted almoſt entirely of blood, 
both in a coagulated and in a liquid fate. 


His medicines were, therefore, varied as 
follows. 


R Decoft. Cort. Peruv. 3iſs. Tinct. Cort. ejuſd. 
3 ii. Confect. Card. Bi. Gum. Rub. aſtring. gr. 


xv. Pulv. Alumin, gr. vii. M. f. hauft. 7 
horis ſumendus. 
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Red port - wine was now given more freely in 


his medicated water, and his nouriſhment con- 


ſiſted of ſago and ſalep. 


In this ſtate, with very little variation, he 
continued for ſeveral days, at one time coſtive, 
and at another diſcharging ſmall quantities of 
fœces, mixed with grumous blood. The air- 


clyſters were continued, and the aſtringents 
omitted, 


20. His urine was now of an amber colour, 
and depoſited a ſlight ſediment. His pulſe was 


more regular, and, although ſtill very quick, 


abated in number ten ſtrokes in a minute. His 
head was leſs confuſed, and his ſleep ſeemed to 


be refreſhing. No blood appeared in his ſtools, 
which were frequent, but ſmall in quantity ; 
and his abdomen was leſs tenſe than uſual. He 
was extremely deaf; but gave rational anſwers 
to the few queſtions which were propoſed to 


him; and ſaid he felt no pain. 


21. He paſſed a very reſtleſs night; his deli- 
rium recurred; his pulſe beat 125 ſtrokes in a 
minute; and his urine was of a deep amber co- 
lour when firſt voided; but when cold, it aſſumed 
the appearance of cow's whey, The abdomen 


Was not very tenſe, nor had he any farther diſ- 


| charge 


— — —̃ͤ — 


$3  ME-©- 1.© AC 


charge of blood. Directions were given to 
ſhave his head, and waſh it with a mixture of 
vinegar and brandy ; the quantity of wine in 
his diink was diminiſhed, and the frequent uſe 
of the pediluvium was enjoined. The air- 
clyſters were diſcontinued, as his ftools 
were not offenſive, and his abdomen leſs diſ- 
tended. 


22, His pulſe was now ſmall, irregular, 
and beat about 130 ſtrokes in a minute, The 
dyſpnoea was greatly encreaſed ; his ſkin was 
hot, and bedewed with a clammy moiſture ; 
and every ſymptom ſeemed to indicate ap- 
proach of death. In this ſtate he continued 
till evening, when he recruited a little. The 
next day he had ſeveral ſhght convulfions, 
His urine, which was voided plentifully, ſtill 
put on the appearance of whey when cold, 
Cordial and antiſpaſmodic draughts, compoſed 
of camphor, tincture of caſtor, and ſpr. yol. 
aromat, were now directed; and wine was 
| liberally adminiſtered. 


24. He roſe from his bed, and, by the aſſiſt- 
ance of his attendants, walked acroſs the cham- 
ber. Soon after he was ſeized with a violent 
convulſion, in which he expired. 

To 
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To relate a caſe which terminated fatally, as 
a proof of the efficacy of a iy medicine recom- 
mended to the attention of che public, may per- 
haps appear ſingular. But it cannot be deemed 
abſurd, when that remedy anſwered the pur- 
poſes for which it was intended, For, in the 
inſtance before us, fixed air was employed, not 
with an expectation that it would cure the 
fever, but to obviate the ſymptoms of putre- 
faction, and to allay the uneaſy irritation in the 
bowels. The diſeaſe was too malignant, the 
nervous ſyſtem too violently affected, and the 
ſtrength of the patient too much exhauſted by 
the diſcharges of blood which he ſuffered, to 


afford hopes of recovery from the uſe of the 
moſt powerful antiſeptics. 


But, in the ſucceeding caſe, the event proved 
more fortunate. : | 


C AS KH. 


Elizabeth Grundy, aged ſeventeen, was at- 
tacked, on the 16th December 1942, with the 
uſual ſymptoms of continued fever. The com- 
mon method of cure was purſued ; but the 
diſeaſe increaſed, and ſoon aſſumed a putrid 


type. 
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type. On the 23d, I found her labouring 
under a conſtant delirium, with a ſubſultus ten- 
dinum, Her ſkin was hot and dry, her tongue 
black, her thirſt immoderate, and her ſtools 
frequent, extremely offenfive, and for the moſt 
part involuntary, Her pulſe beat 130 ſtrokes 
in a minute; ſhe doſed much, and.was very 
deaf. I directed wine to be adminiſtered freely, 
a bliſter to be applied to her back, the pedilu- 
vium to be. uſed ſeveral times in the day, 
and mephitic air to be injected under the form 
of a clyſter every two hours. The next day 
her ſtools were leſs frequent, had loſt their fce- 
tor, and were no longer diſcharged involun- 
tarily; her pulſe was reduced to 110 ſtrokeb in 
the minute, and her delirium was much abated. 
Directions were given to repeat the clyſters, 
and to ſupply the patient liberally with wine. 
Theſe means were affiduouſly purſued for ſeve- 
ral days; and the young woman was ſo much 
recruited by the 28th, that the injections were 
diſcontinued, She was now quite rational, and 
not averſe to medicines. A decoction of Peru- 
vian bark was therefore preſcribed, by the uſe 
of which ſhe ſpeedily recovered her health, 


CASES 
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8 II. 


CASES on different Subjefts, by Dr. Manget, 
Phyſician at Genc va. 


Cass I. The Progreſs of the Small Pox from In- 
oculation retarded by the Megſles. 


In the month of February 1772, I inocu- 
' lated a child according to the Suttonian method. 
The eruption appeared on the ſeventh day. 
Altho' the weather was very cold, the boy re- 
mained in general in the open air, as he found 
it relieved him from the anxiety which accom- 
panied the eruption. After two days of vari- 
olous fever, a new eruption appeared perfectly 
diſtinct from the former. This I ſoon diſcovered 

to be the meaſles, I then adviſed that he ſhould 
no longer be expoſed to cold air. But, from 
his impatience under confinement, this was 
not complied with. The meaſles, however, 
kept out well; and, about the end of the 
fourth day, terminated by deſquamation, with- 
out any bad conſequence. Ir was remarkable, 
in this caſe, that the ſuppuration of the ſmall- 
pox, which had begun before the meaſles 
appeared, was totally ſuſpended, and did not 
again renew its courſe till they were finiſhed. 
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By this means, the continuance of the ſmall- 


pox was prolonged about four days beyond 
the uſual period of that diſeaſe, 


Casz II. A Suppreſſion of Urine, from Pns com- 

Preſſing the Neck of the Bladder. 

A man was attacked with an inflammation of 
the abdomen, between the peritoneum and 
muſcles of the lower belly. After continuing 
for ſome time, it terminated in ſuppuration, 
The pus made its way down towards the neck 
of the bladder; which it compreſſed in ſuch a 
manner as to occaſion a violent retention of 
urine, and abſolutely to prevent the introduc- 
tion of a catheter into the bladder. I was con- 
ſulted with regard to the retention of urine. 
And, without knowing the cauſe of the obſtruc- 
tion, I adviſed that a puncture ſhould be 
made into the bladder by the rectum, As ſoon 
as this was done, there iſſued from the anus 
a large collection of pus, upon which all the 
complaints ceaſed, and the patient is ſince per- 
fectly recovered. 

Casz III. 4 locked Faw from a Nerve being 
pricked by a falſe Tooth. 


A lagy, after five days illneſs, lately died 
here of a convulſion of the lower jaw, which 
was 


4 
4 
1 


COMMENTARIES. 319 


was oceaſioned by a nerve being pricked in the 
ſocket of one of her teeth, from a ſlight, ſtroke 
upon a falſe tooth, which had been introduced 
into that ſocket. Her complaints began with 
pain and ſwelling in the jaw, which the phyfician 
who attended her imagined to be rheumatic. 
Upon this, a bliſter was applied; but the evil 


increaſed, the jaw became immoveable, and 


deglutition was entirely preventeu. Recourſe 
was then had to bathing, bleeding, fumiga- 
tions, emollient cataplaſms, embrocations, and 
laudanum ; but all to no purpoſe. In ſpite of 
every thing that was done, ſhe died in excruciat- 
ing pain. I informed her phyfician of a cure 
which I had made in a caſe ſomewhat ſimilar, 
about cight.days before, A young man was 
brought to the hoſpital, affected with a locked 
Jaw, upon which tetanus had ſuperveened. 
Theſe com plaints happened from a nerve being 
pricked in the arm, in conſequence of bleeding. 
After, in vain, try ing all the ordinary methods 


of cure, for the ſpace of eight days, I at length 


employed mercurial friction, which was follow- 
ed by the moſt happy effect. 
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. III. 


Medical News. 


N analyſis of cream of tartar has lately been 
publiſhed by Mr. Schele, in the third part 

of the Swediſh Tranſactions for the year 1770. 
Many opinions, before very generally received 


in chemiſtry, are rendered doubtful, from his 


experiments on this ſubject. We here ſubjoin 
a ſhort account of the chief of theſe. 

If cream of tartar be diſſolved in a ſufficient 
quantity of boiling water, and fine chalk in 
powder added to it, till the efferveſcence ceaſes,a 


copious white ſediment will fall to the bottom, 


and the liquor which remains over it will, by eva- 
poration, afford ſoluble tartar, This proves, that 
cream of tartar 15 not,as has commonly been ſup- 
poſed, an acid joined with impurities ; but that it 
is really a compound falt, containing an, alkali 
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Joined with an acid. It farther proves, that the 
alkaline ſalt, obtained from cream of tartar by 


deflagration, is not generated in the fire, but 
was actually pre-exiſtent in the tartar, 


The white ſediment obtained in the above 
experiment, 1s the calcareous earth combined 
with the acid of tartar, and may juſtly be 


called Selenites Tartareus. From this it appears, 


that the effect which is produced by the addition 
of chalk to a folution of cream of tartar, is, to 
carry to the bottom that portion of acid which 
the cream of tartar contains in a higher degree 
than is neceſſary to ſaturate its alkali ; and that 
cream of tartar is a compound ſalt in which the 
acid is ſuperabundant. 


If, upon the ſelenites tartareus, obtained by 
the former experiment, a quantity of vitriolic 
acid in a diluted ſtate be poured, the vitriolic 
acid, uniting with the calcareous earth, 
forms a gypſum, and the liquor which ſtands 
over it, is pure acid of tartar. This acid of 
tartar may, by inſpiſſation, be made ſtronger, 
and may be even formed into ſmall white 
cryſtals, which do not ſuffer deliqueſcence in 
the open air. Thus it appears that the acid of 
tartar can, even by itſelf, exiſt in a ſolid ſtate. 


Vor. I. X Cream 
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Cream of tartar may be artificially made in 
the following manner: Upon fixed vegetable 
alkali, pour a quantity of the acid of tartar, 
obtained in the manner pointed out in the laſt 
experiment. Continue this till the efferveſ- 
cence be over; the fluid will then be tranſ- 
parent. But if more of the acid of tartar be 
added, it will become turbid, and white, and 
ſmall cryſtals like white ſand will concrete in 
it, which are a perfect cream of tartar, The 
cream of tartar thus formed, may agam be 
decompoſed in the manner already mentioned. 
If the acid of tartar be poured upon volatile, 
inſtead of fixed alkali, a kind of cream 
of tartar will be formed, which is almoſt as 
difficultly diſſolved in water as common cream 
of tartar. | 


Theſe experiments have been repeated by Dr. 
Black, profeſſor of chemiſtry at Edinburgh, 
and have turned out in the ſame manner as 
is here repreſented, Dr. Black has farther diſ- 
covered, that if, inſtead of chalk, a certain 
Proportion of quick-lime be added to the ſolu- 
tion of cream of tartar, the whole acid will be 
abſorbed by the lime, and the liquor found 


above the ſediment will, in that caſe, contain 
alkali alone, 


The 
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The following particulars, concerning the 
celebrated Dr. Aftruc, are extracted from the 
Leipfic Commentaries, vol. 17. part 2. 

John Aſtruc was born in the year 1684, at 
the little town of Savoy, in the province of Lan- 
guedoc. His father, who was a proteſtant cler- 
gyman, beſtowed particular pains upon the 
earlieſt part of his education, After which he 
went to the univerſity of Montpelier, where he 
was created maſter of arts in the year 1700. 
He then began the ſtudy of medicine; and, in 
two years, obtained the degree of batchelor, 
having upon that occaſion, written a diflerta- 
tion on the cauſe of fermentation, which he de- 
fended in a very ſpirited manner. On the 25th 
of January, 1703, he was created doctor of 
phyſic ; after which, before arriving at exten- 
five practice, he applied to the ſtudy of medical 
authors, both ancient and modern, with un- 
common aſſiduity. The good effects of his 
ſtudy ſoon appeared; for, in the year 1710, he 
publiſhed a treatiſe concerning muſcular mo- 
tion, from which he acquired very high repu- 
tation. In the year 1917, he was appointed 
to teach medicine at Montpelier, which he did 
with ſuch perſpicuity and eloquence, that it was 
univerſally ſaid, he had been born to be a pro- 

X 2 feſſor. 
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feſſor. His fame ſoon roſe to ſuch a height, 
that the King aſſigned him an annual ſalary, 
and he was, at the ſame time, appointed to 
ſuperintend the mineral waters in the province 
of Languedoc. 


But, as Montpelier did not afford ſufficient 
ſcope for his aſpiting genius, he went to Paris 
with a great ſtock of manuſcripts, which he 
intended to publiſh, after ſubjecting them to 
the examination of the learned. Soon after, 
however, he left it, havmg, in the year 1729, 
accepted the office of firſt phyfician to the King 
of Poland, which was then offered to him. 
His ſtay in Poland, however, was but of ſhort 


duration, and he again returned to Paris. 


Upon the death of the celebrated Geoffroy in 
the year 1731, he was appointed Regius Profeſ- 
ſor of medicine at Paris. The duties of this office 
he diſcharged in ſuch a manner, as to anſwer 
even the moſt ſanguine expectations. He taught 
the practice of phyſicwith ſo great applauſe as to 
draw from other univerſities to that of Paris, a 
great concourſe of medical ſtudents, foreigners 
as well as natives of France. At the ſame time 
he was not more celebrated as a profeſſor than 
a practitioner. And, even at an advanced age, 
he perſiſted with unwearied aſſiduity in that in- 

tenſe 
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tenſe ſtudy which firſt raiſed his reputation. 
Hence it is, that he has been enabled to tranſ- 
mit to poſterity ſo many valuable monuments 
of his medical erudition. He died, univerſally 
regretted, on the 15th of May, 1766, in the 
82d year of his age. 

An eminent practitioner at Leyden has of 
late uſed the oculi cancrorum with great ſucceſs 
in the cure of fluor albus. He gives this me- 
dicine to the quantity of half an ounce in a day, 
and obſerves, that it is particularly ſerviceable 


mony of the diſcharge is ſo great as to corrode 
the parts. | 

A celebrated lecturer in London is of opi- 
nion, that alFaline ſubſtances in general poſſeſs 
a lithrontrip.. power. Not that, when taken 
internally, they are really applied to ſtones in 
the urinary paſſages in ſuch a ſtate as to be 
capable of diffolving them ; but becauſe they 
poſſeſs a power of depriving the urine of its 
petrifying property, and reduce it more to the 
ſtate of a watery fluid. As a proof of this, he 
affirms, that the urine of a man, who has for a 
confiderable time taken an alkali, whether 
cauſtic or not, depoſites no ſediment, and forms 
no incruſtations in the pot, Hence he con- 


X 3 cludes, 


in that ſpecies of fluor albus where the acri- 
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cludes, that, for the cure of ſtone, the efficacy 
| of the medicine will be little altered by its being 
q given in a mild or cauſtic ſtate, He adviſes, 
1 therefore, that, when alkali is to be employed 
for the cure of the flone, cauſticity ſhould 
always be avoided ; becauſe it is not only apt 
to diſagree with the ſtomach, but likewiſe obliges 
us to employ the alkali in ſmall doſes, 


Conſiderable benefit has lately been obtained 
at Edinburgh from the internal uſe of the cicuta 
in ſome cancerous caſes. It is obſerved, that 
the extract is much more powerful when pre- 
pared from the ſeeds, than when prepared 
from the leaves of the cicuta; and that this 

: medicine has ſeldom a good effect, unleſs it be 


1 carried to ſuch a height as to produce a flight 
1 degree of giddineſs. 


The Profeſſors of medicine at Edinburgh have 

x lately received a letter from Mr. James Ker, 
1 | a ſurgeon in Bengal, in which he gives them a 
v7 particular account of the preparation of the terra 
m—— From this letter it appears, that the 

terra Japonica is not obtained, as has com- 
monly been imagined, from aſpecies of the palm 
tree, but from a ſpecies of the mimoſa, which 
grows in great abundance in the kingdom of 
Bahar. It is prepared-from a decoction of the 


inner 
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inner part of the wood. From the negligent 
method in which it is dried in little kilns dug for 
that purpoſe, it acquires the earthy appearance 
which it in general has. In the kingdom of 
Bahar, beſides being much uſed in medicine, it 
is employed for many purpoſes in arts, particu- 
larly, for painting the beams of houſes to defend 
them againſt vermin, 


A faithful and minute regiſter of deaths, and 
of the various diſeaſes moſt faral 'at particular 
ages in different places, muſt evidently be of 
great importance to phyſicians in their en- 
deavours to relieve the miſeries of human 
nature. | 


It is much to be regretted, that this ſubject 
has not hitherto been attended to with that 
accuracy which its importance merits. But it 5 
is with particular pleaſure we can inform our 
readers, that a bill of mortality in the city of 
Cheſter, for the year 1772, has been drawn up, 
with all the preciſion that could be deſired. It 
conſiſts of two tables ; the firſt, of deaths ; the 
ſecond, of diſeaſes. From the table of deaths, 
we learn, not only the number that have died 
at different ages, but likewiſe their fituation in 
life, whether they be males or females, bat- 
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chelors, huſbands, widowers, maids, wives, 
or widows. In the ſecond table, the diſeaſes 
are arranged according to the order adopted in 
Dr. Cullen's Noſology; and, oppoſite to each 
diſeaſe, we find the number that have died of 
it at every particular age. 


It is greatly to be wiſhed that an example, 
ſo worthy of imitation, were followed in other 
parts of Britain. And it ſhould be remembered, 
that although this ſubject equally claims the 
attention of the philoſopher and politician, yet, 
under the direction of the phyſician, it can be 


carried into execution with greateſt advantage 
to mankind, 


In a letter from Dr. Ruſh, profeſſor of che- 
miſtry in Philadelphia, to Dr. Duncan, phyfician 
in Edinburgh, the following account is given 
of a new anthelmintic medicine. * It has long, 
ſays he, been a com plaint among phyficians, that 
we have no worm- medicine which can be de- 
pended upon. Even calomel fails in many caſes 
where there are the moſt pathognomic ſigns 
of worms in the bowels. But this complaint, 
it is to be hoped, is now at an end. The Phy- 
ſicians in Jamaica have lately found, that the 
bark of the ſummit of the eabbage· tree, made 


into 
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into a ſyrup with brown ſugar, is an infallible 
antidote to them. | have uſed above thirty 
pounds of it, and have never found it fail in 
one inſtance. The ſyrup is pleaſant. It ſome- 


times pukes, and always purges, the firſt or 
ſecond time it is given.“ 


Since the publication of Mr. Duguid's letter - 
to Dr. Monro, in the ſecond volume of the 
Phyſical and Literary Eſſays, the bark of the 
cabbage-tree has been uſed as an anthelmintic 
by ſeveral practitioners in Edinburgh. But 
they have in general complained of the vio- 
lence of its operation, both as an emetic and 
cathartic, This ſyrup, it would appear, is 
_ equally efficacious with the decoction of the 
bark, without being liable to the ſame objection. 


On Wedneſday the 5th of May, Dr. Alexan- 
der Monro-Drummond was unanimouſly elected 
Profeſſor of the Inſtitutions of Medicine in the 
Univerſity of Edinburgh, that office being 
vacant by the appointment of Dr, Cullen to 


ſucceed the late Dr, 8 as profeſſor of 
practice. 
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Perlege quodcunque eſt, Quid epiſtola lecta nocebit ? 
Te quoque, in hac aliquid, quod juvet, eſſe poteſt, 
His arcana notis terra pelagoque feruntur, 
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An Account of Books, 


I. 


Caroli Strack, M. D. et in Univerſ. Mogunt, 


Inſtitut. Med. Profeſſor. Sc. Obſervationes 
Medicinales de Colica Pidtonum, maximeque 0b 
Arthritidem. -12mo, Francofurti. 


I N the year 1765, Dr Strack threw out ſome 
conjectures with regard to the colica picto- 
num, which were publiſhed in the Journal de 
Medecine of Paris. The many obſervations 
which, ſince that time, have occurred to him on 
this ſubject, have ſerved to confirm his former 
opinion, and have induced him to publiſh pro- 
1 2 feſſedly 
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feſſedly upon it. He begins with obſerving, 
that many different opinions have been enter- 
tained with regard to the cauſe of this diſeaſe. 
By ſome, it has been alledged to ariſe from lead 
and its preparations; by others, from copper, 
antimony, and different paints; and by a third 
ſet, from acid apples and pears, or the liquors 
prepared from them. In conſequence of theſe 
varieties in opinion, different names have been 
aſſigned to this diſcaſe, and different plans of 
cure have been propoſed. Our author, having 
obſerved many people attacked with the Colica 
Pictonum, who had never been expoſed to any 
of theſe cauſes, was led to form another opinion. 
He thinks that the colica pictonum is in general 
to be aſcribed to the depoſition of gouty matter 
on the inteſtines, and that the cure is to be re- 


gulated accordingly. In confirmation of this 


opinion, and of the propriety of the practice 


founded upon it, we are, in the ſecond chapter, 


preſented with an account of near twenty caſes 
lucceisfully treated, 


The different caſes which he has related are 


very much ſimilar to each other. In moſt of 
them, the ſymptoms of violent colic, alternating 
with fixed pains in the extremities, had recurred 
at uncertain intervals for many years, From all 

theſe 
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theſe ſymptoms, the author informs us, his pa- 
tients were perfectly relieved by the uſe of 
warm bathing, the decoction of woods, and 
crude antimony. 


After this confirmation of his own opinion, 
our author, in the third chapter, proceeds more 
particularly to examine the opinions entertained 
by others. To prove that the colica pictonum 
does not ariſe from copper, as ſome have ſup- 
poſed, he adduces two caſes in which copper 
was taken, where there aroſe violent colics in- 
deed, but by no means of that kind which is 
the ſubject of this diſſertation. 


He is of opinion, that the Devonſhire colic, 


which he allows to be the true colica pictonum, 


has been improperly aſcribed to cyder, as, in 
many countries where cyder is very much uſed, 
this diſeaſe is hardly known to exiſt, Neither 
can he agree to the opinion of Dr Tronchin, 
that this diſeaſe ariſes from antimony, as he has 
tound antimony a powerful remedy for it. 


In the laſt place, he examines the opinion of 
its ariſing from lead. In ſupport of this, Henc- 
kel, Baker, de Haen, and many other able au- 
thors, have written. To this cauſe, however, our 
author objects, that he has had opportunities of 
ſeeing numbers expoſed to the ſteams of lead, 
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who were never affected by it, and that it has 
often been remarked to be contagious; which he 
himſelf had a particular opportunity of obſerv- 
ing in the city of Mentz, in the year 1770. 
Theſe circumſtances, he thinks, are inconſiſtent 
with the ſuppoſition of its ariſing from lead. 
He allows, however, upon the authority of thoſe 
facts adduced by the writers abovementioned, 
that one ſpecies of the colica pictonum may 
ariſe from lead; but he obſerves that all thoſe 
which have fallen under his own obſervation 
were evidently to be aſcribed to arthritic miaſ- 
mata. In the fourth chapter, therefore, he pro- 
ceeds to point out thoſe marks by which this 
ſpecies of the colica pictonum may be diſ- 
tinguiſned. 

When violent pain in the extremities, after 
producing tophi in the articulations, and leaving 
its former ſcat ſuddenly, attacks the belly, the 
diſcaſe, he tells us, is obvious. But, if the pain 


attack the belly in the beginning, it is not ſo eaſy 


to diſtinguiſh whether it ariſes from gout or 
not. The chief marks which he points out for 
this purpoſe are the following : The abſence of 
other cauſcs which may be ſuppoſed capable of 
inducing the diſcale ; the abſence of the ſymp- 
toms of fever and inflammation; a yellowiſh or 
olive 
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olive complexion; a lead coloured ring round 
the eyes; difficulty of breathing, and great 
wearineſs after ſlight exerciſe; a greater de- 
gree of fatigue after ſleeping than before it; 
the ſweat burning the ſkin in the ſame manner 
as if it had been covered with warm aſhes; a 
miliary eruption without any manifeſt cauſe; a 
ſenſe of titillation on the brow, as if a ſmall 
inſect were creeping upon it; and the urine 
of a whey-colour, depoſiting a white, light, 
fatty ſediment. 

The author concludes this treatiſe with ſome 
obſervations on the different exits which gouty 
matters find from the body; as by attention 
to theſe, we can beſt determine by what means 
the diſeaſe muſt be cured. The chief exits, he 
tells us, are by ſweat, urine, or an abſceſs, very 
rarely by ſtool, When there is any tendency to 
a diſcharge in the firſt of theſe ways, he ſtrongly 
recommends aromatic decoctions, warm bath- 
ing, and crude acrimony. 


When gouty matter finds an exit by the 
urine, the author tells us, that the urine diſ- 
charged is in general of a whey-colour, or re- 
ſembles water with a mixture of milk in it. 
When this happens, he recommends the em- 
ployment of diuretics. Another manner in 
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which the gout terminates, 1s, he tells us, in 
the way of abſceſs. When this happens, he 
adviſes that the ulcer be kept long open, and 
that, in the mean time, thole remedies be em- 
ployed which have already been recommended 
as ſerviceable in the gout. 
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II. 


Chirurgical Obſervations and Caſes, by William 
Bromfeild, Surgeon to her Majeſty, and to ot 
George's Hoſpital, 2 vols. Svo, London. 


T is univerſally allowed, that, of late years, 

the art of ſurgery has been much improved. 
In the treatiſe now betore us, the author enters 
upon his ſubject with aſſigning many reaſons for 
theſe improvements. After this, he ſtrongly re- 
commends the uſe of ſudorific opiates in con- 
cuſſions of the brain. Thoſe which he propoles 
are Dover's powder, and a mixture of antinio- 
nial wine and thebaic tincture; the laſt of theſe 
he terms the tindtura anodyna antimonialis, To 
this practice he was led, trom being informed, 
that, in concuſſions of the brain, and fractures 
of the ſkull, ſudorifics had been ſucceſsfully 
employed by an empiric; from obſerving that 
the common method of treating theſe complaints 
by repeated blood-letting in general proves 
fatal; and from reflecting that opium, by re- 
moving ſpalm, may take off inflammation, and, 
by attenuating the blood, may promote abſorp- 


tion. 
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tion. In confirmation of the propriety of this 
practice, four caſes are ſubjoined, in which it 
was uſeful, | 

Mr Bromfcild next .points out the advan- 
tages of intercoſtal iſſues in complaints of the 
thorax, Where there is a fixed pain in the 
thorax, he adviſes that a drain be made in the 
interſtice between two ribs, as near the ſeat of 
the pain as poſſible. When there is no fixed 
pain, he recommends an iſſue between the 
ſixth and ſeventh of the true ribs, about half 
way between their articulation with the verte- 
brae, and their connection with the ſternum; 
He likewiſe recommends iſſues for the diſcharge 
of humour from the brain; but he diſſuades us 
from the practice, which has often been recom- 
mended, of applying cauſtics on the ſagittal 
ſuture, Where, in conſequence of violent con- 
cuſſions, ſymptoms remain which may be ſup- 
poſed to proceed from extravaſation, he recom- 
mends, as the beſt mode of diſcharge, an 


inciſion along the aditamentum of the temporal 
ſuture. 


In the ſ:cond chapter, the author treats of 
amputation, On this ſubject he ſets out with 
ſome remarks on the cauſes which may require 
the operation, In mortification of the extre- 


mities, 
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mities, he diſſuades us from having recourſe to 


the operation, till a ſuppuration be come on. 


Where amputation is performed for an abſceſs 
or caries in the joint, he adviſes an iſſue in 
the other extremity, before the ſtump be healed. 
He cautions us againſt being haſty in perform- 
ing amputation for compound fractures, as he 
has ſeen cates, which appeared very deſperate, 
cured by the uſe of long ſplints. When ampu- 
tation is propoſed for white ſwellings, he adviſes 
that inquiry ſhould be made with regard to the 
cauſe of the complaint; and, if it be found to 
proceed from a ſcrophulous habit, he diſſuades 
from the operation, as the diſeaſe will infallibly 
break out in ſome other part. 


In a ſubſequent part of this treatiſe, ſome ob- 
ſervations are offered on the operation of ampu- 
tation, an account of which may not be improper 
in this place. After a minute deſcription of the 
neceſſary apparatus, and of the different ſteps of 
the operation, he treats of the methods of obvi- 
ating a haemorrhage. He warmly recommends 
the tenaculum, in preference to the needle, for 
taking up veſſels, as, by this means, the nerve 
will not be included with the artery, and a train 
of dangerous and diſagreeable ſymptoms avoided. 
Inſtead of a flip of linen, for pulling up 
the 
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the muſcles while we apply the ſaw, he recom- 
mends a piece of leather, about ſixteen or 
eighteen inches long, and of a proportional 
breadth, which is leſs apt to entangle the teeth 
of the ſaw. 


In amputating below the knee, the author 
adviſes us to ſave as much of the leg as poſſible, 
becauſe by this means a leather leg may be 
uſed, and the motion of the knee preſerved, 
which he eſteems much preterable to reſting 
the knee upon a wooden leg. Hence he directs, 
that, unleſs in caſes of compound fractures, 
where there 1s reaſon to ſuſpect that the bone 1s 
ſplintered higher than the place where the 
wound is made, the leg ſhould always be 


taken off as near the ancle as circumſtances 
will admit. 


Mr Bromfeild likewiſe propoſes a method of 
amputating at the ſhoulder, which is much the 
ſame with that of Mr de La Faye. He recom- 
mends, however, that the external flap ſnould be 
made ſhorter than De la Faye had propoſed; and, 


contrary to all former opinions, directs, that the 
blood - veſſels ſhould be left very long; as by this 
means the nutrition of the ſhoulder will be pre- 
ſerved, while at the ſame time no inconvenience 
will ariſe from the length of the veſſels, as from 
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their elaſticity they will ſoon retire within the 
fleſh. 


In the third chapter, the author treats of tu- 
mours. Theſe, he obſerves, have been claſſed 
under two general heads; tumours from fluxion, 
which comprehend all thoſe of the inflammatory 
kind; or from congeſtion, which comprehend the 
indolent ſwellings. The cure 1s to be at- 
tempted, either by diſpelling them, or by 
bringing them to ſuppuration. With the firſt 
intention. he recommends gentle antiphlogiſtic 
purgatives, and ſaturnine applications to the 
part affected. In forwarding ſuppuration, he 
obſerves, that, from violent circulation, ſpha- 
celus will enſue; and, on the contrary, from 
languid circulation, an anthrax. The pulſe 
therefore will chiefly direct us, both with regard 
to evacuations, and the proper regimen. Be 
is opinion, that the ſeat of circumſcribed ab- 
ſceſſes is in the adipoſe, and not, as has gene- 
rally been imagined, in the cellular membrane. 
Abſceſſes, when formed, are to be opened 
either by inciſion or cauſtic. Each of theſe 
methods, he affirms, will, from circumſtances, 
at different times, claim the preference. In 
large abſceſſes, cauſtics cannot be applied to the 
whole extent of the tumour, and in ſmall ones 
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they will deſtroy more of the ſkin than we would 
wiſh. But, in indolent tumours, large cauſtics, 
from the tendency which they have to promote 
ſuppuration, are to be preferred. The author 
concludes this ſubject, by laying it down as a 
general rule in all operations in ſurgery, to fave 
as much of the ound ſkin as 1s poſſible, and not 
to leave any part of that which 1s diſeaſed. 


The ſubject of the fourth chapter is Eryſi- 
pelas. The general plan of treating eryſipelas 
is to abate the inflammation by bleeding, cooling 
purges, and an antiphlogiſtic courſe. But, pre- 


vious to this, Mr Bromicild recommends that 


the cauſe of the diſorder be inquired into, and, 
if it be critical, it is by no means to be repelled, 
He tells us of an eryſipelas of the head, which 
was epidemic for two years, in which it was 
neceſſary to employ cordials and the Peruvian 
bark; as an antiphlogiſtic courſe very generally 
proved fatal. 


Mr Bromfeild next treats of the anthrax, 
which he oblerves has generally been defined, a 
highly inflammatory tumour, the effect of peſti- 
lential particles lodged in the blood. He divides 
theſe tumours into the peſtilential and non-peſti- 
lential. And theſe laſt he again ſubdivides into 
thoſe which proceed from a quantity of highly 
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inflamed blood, and thoſe which are the effect 
of a putrid and malignant fever. It is with re- 
card to theſe two ſpecies only, that our author 
has had an opportunity of making any obſerva- 
tions; and the treatment adapted to cach is, he 
maintains, extremely different. In the malig- 
nant the primae viae ſhould be duly empried, 
and then recourſe muſt be had to antiſep- 
tics, cordials, and volatiles. The non-malig- 
nant requires large and repeated evacuations, as 
well as a general antiphlogiſtic regimen. Bur, 
even in this ſpecies, if, after the tumour comes 
to ſuppuration, it diſcharges a thin ichor, the 
Peruvian bark 1s almoſt always a ſpecific. 


In the ſixth chapter, the author treats of 
the reduction of the os brachii when diſlocated. 
The frequency of diſlocations here, he aſcribes 
to the particular apparatus of the joint, and the 
expolure of the top of the ſhoulder to accidents. 
The head of the os brachiale, he obſerves, when 
diſlocated, will ſometimes be thrown into the 
axilla; at other times, under the pectoral muſ- 
cle and clavicle ; ſometimes outward and back- 
ward, but rarely upward. After enumerating 
the ſpecies of diſlocation, he next points out 
the ſigns by which diſlocation is to be diſcovered, 
and the common methods practiſed for reduc- 


tion. 
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tion, One of the principal circumſtances which 
he ſuggeſts as an improvement here, is, that 
the ſcapula be puſhed directly backward, in | 
place of forward and downward, as has com- 4 
monly been directed. There are ſome caſcs, 
in which diſlocations of the arm, though eaſily 
reduced, will, from laxity of the muſcles 
paſſing over the ſhoulder-joint, happen again, 
in conſequence of the ſlighteſt accident. In | 
theſe, beſides proper ſupport for a conſiderable | 
time, the author directs the repeated application 
of bliſters round the ſhoulder, 
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The firit volume is concluded with an ap- 
pendix, containing miſcellaneous obſervations, | : 
which ſeem chiefly to have been introduced a 
with a view of confirming the preceding 
doctrines. 


The author begins, in the ſecond volume, 
with treating of the diſeaſes of the bones. He firſt 
conſiders what 1s uſually called pain in the bones. 
This he refers to an affection of the perioſteum, 
as he imagines the bones to be altogether inſen- 
ſible, and conſequently not liable to pain. This 
affection he divides into two kinds, the venereal 
and the rheumatic: In the former, the pains are 
only ſevere in the night, and are, in general, 
confined to the moſt ſolid part of the cylindrical 
| | bones; 
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bones ; whereas, in the latter, they are almoſt 
conſtant, and more frequently attack the joints 
or large ends of bones. He aſcribes caries to a 
diviſion of the nutrient veſſels of the bones, 
either by external injury, or an acrimonious 
ſtate of the fluids. Where the deſquamation 
of a carious bone is expected to be tedious, the 
cure, he obſerves, may frequently be haſtened, 
by taking out the diſeaſed parts with the head 
of a trepan, attending, however, at the lame 
time, to the general habit, by the ule of pro- 
per medicines internally. 


Tumours of the bones often ariſe from vene- 
real cauſes, and are denominated tophi, gummi, 
or nodes. The tophi, Mr Bromfeild tells us, 
ariſe from a chalky ſubſtance, depoſited between 
the oſſeous fibres of the bones, while the nodes 
are owing, to an inſpiſſated humour obſtructing 
the nutrient veſſels of the bones, but without ex- 
travaſation. In the laſt caſe, when the perioſteum 
is thickened, but the bone itſelf not affected, a 
courſe of mercury, he affirms, will often pro- 
duce a perfect cure. The very violent pain, 
which ſometimes accompanies ſwellings of this 
kind, and which probably proceeds from the ex- 
tenſion of the perioſteum, will almoſt always be 
relieved by a ſimple inciſion through that mem- 
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brane, for the whole length of the node. Such an 
inciſion, he maintains, will ſeldom be attended 
with exfoliation, which the tedious method of 


deſtroying thele tumours by cauſtic is very 


ready to induce. 


In the ſpina ventoſa, the ſeat of the diſeaſe, 
according to our author, is in the medulla of 
the bone. It becomes inflamed, in conſe- 
quence either of an internal cauſe, or external 
injury. Matter is at laſt formed, which by 
degrees corrodes the bone, and makes its way 
towards the ſkin. When it is come lo far, 
that fluctuation can be obſerved, he adviſes, 
that the matter ſhould be immediately diſ- 
charged by inciſion. If, at the ſame time, 
proper medicines be given, the children well 
ſupported, and the parts kept clean and 
dry, patience and perſeverance will fre- 


-— quently effectuate cures, not otherwiſe to be 


brought about. 


The rickets, of which Mr. Bromfeild treats, 
in his ſecond chapter, depend, he thinks, on 2 
general laxity of the ſy ſtem, together with a par- 
ticular affection of the bones, which are then 
always found more or lels in a ſoft ſtate. In 
conſequence of this, the bones are rendered 
ſometimes lo flexible, as to be affected by every 
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external preſſure, even the moſt ſlight; and 
ſometimes merely by the action of different 
muſcles. A very extraordinary caſe of ſuch 
flexibility in the bones, which was communi- 
cated to the author by Mr Sue, ſurgeon to the 
Charite at Paris, is here related. In the cure 
of the rickets, as the meſenteric glands are in ge- 
neral affected, after the inteſtines are thoroughly 
emptied, he recommends the uſe of purified 
quick-ſilver, which he aſſures his readers is a 
molt efficacious remedy in removing ſuch ob- 
ſtructions. Afterwards, in order to ſtrengthen 


the patient, he directs the uſe of the cold bath 
and Peruvian bark. 


The author next treats of contuſions of the 
ſynovial glands. With regard to glands in gene- 
ral, he aſſerts, that there is no difference between 
the conglobate and conglomerate glands: For, 
ſays he, the ſame gland will be found in one 
animal of the conglobate, and in another of the 
conglomerate kind. And even in the human 
ſpecies, the ſame gland is in the foetus of the con- 
glomerate kind, which afterwards becomes con- 
globate, as is the caſe with the kidney. Contuſi- 
ons of the ſynovial glands of the joints are very 
frequent. They are particularly apt to happen 
to thoſe lodged in the acetabulum of the oſſa 
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innominata, from falls upon the knee or the 
great trochanter. Accidents of this kind are 
chiefly to be detected by great pain of the joint, 
in conſequence of falls, where neither fracture 
nor diſlocation can be perceived. In ſuch caſes, 
Mr Bromfeild recommends repeated bleeding, 
together with low diet and gentle purgatives. 
But what he has found more effectual than 
every other method, is, keeping the rectum 
conſtantly empty by clyſters. This, by re- 
moving every kind of preſſure from the vel- 
ſels within the pelvis, from which the glands of 
the joints are ſupplied, gives the greateſt aſſiſt- 
ance in removing the inflammation. 


The treatment of fractures is the next ſubject 
of conſideration. If a ſurgeon be called immedi- 
ately after a fracture, he may inſtantly proceed 
to the reduction; but, if the ſwelling be conſi- 
derable, the limb, Mr Bromfeild obſerves, ſhould 
be allowed to reſt till it be entirely gone. The 
fracture being reduced, and lips of paſte-board, 
ſoaked in aqua ſaturnina, being applied, and 


retained by a roller not very tight, he adviſes 


that the limb ſhould be laid in a bent poſture, to 

relax the different muſcles as much as poſſible. 
In fractures of the patella, it has been a matter 
of diſpute among practitioners, whether the ſepa- 
rated 
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rated pieces of bone ſhould be brought into con- 
tact and permitted to unite, or ſhould merely 
be made to approach each other, but not ſo cloſe 
as to endanger their union? The author ima- 
gines that the directions given by both parties 
are equally faulty. He adviſes, that no ban- 
dage ſhould be applied for the firſt eight or ten 
days, or till the ſwelling and tenſion of the parts 
be entirely ſubſided : But after that, the ends 
of the bones may with the greateſt ſafety be 
brought into contact and permitted to unite, To 
this method, it has been objected by ſome practi- 
tioners, that an ancyloſis of the knee will be 
induced, by part of the offific matter, intended 
for the callus, dropping into the joint, which 
they alledge, would not happen, 1t the ends of 
the bone were not brought into contact. But 
this, the author remarks, occurs only when the 
leg has been kept extended and void of motion 
for too long a time; two months or ten wecks 
being the common period. If, however, by 
the end of the third week, the patient be per- 
mitted to hang his leg down, beginning with 
the ſlighteſt deviation from the extended ſtate, 
and every day continuing to bend it more 
and more, thecallus will gradually be extended, 


the interior ſurface of the patella rendered, 
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perfectly ſmooth and equal, and a proper mo- 
tion of the joint with its uſual ſtrength will be 
obtained. 


A fracture of the fibula is conſidered by 
many ſurgeons as a thing of little conſequence; 
but our author aſſerts, that the greateſt atten- 
tion is here requiſite; and that lameneſs as often 
occurs from miſmanagement in this caſe, as 
from a fracture of any bone whatever. In ap- 
plying the proper bandages, he adviſes that par- 
ticular care be taken that it be done in ſuch a 
manner, as to prevent the fractured ends of the 
bone from preſſing on the tibia. The ſame 
caution is likewiſe neceſſary in the treatment 
of fractures of the radius and ulna, In theſe 
caſes, broad long ſplints only ſhould be applied. 
They ſhould be long enough to ſupport the 
hand, and hinder its pronation and ſupination; 
and broad enough to prevent the tapes from 
preſſing on the bone, in the ſpace between the 
edges of the paſte-board, | 


In fractures of the ribs, an emphyſematous 
ſwelling is no uncommon ſymptom. This is 
ſometimes ſo conſiderable as to extend over the 
whole body, while, at the ſame time, a difficulty 
of breathing frequently takes place to ſuch z 
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height as to endanger fuffocation. Theſe ſymp- 
toms evidently ariſe from the lungs being 
; wounded, together with the pleura, by the ex- 
| tremities of the fractured rib. By this means, 
; the air finds a paſſage into the cavity of the 
thorax, and into the ſurrounding cellular mem- 
brane. The cure conſiſts in giving a free exit 
to the air. For this purpoſe, Mr Bromfeild 
adviſes the paracenteſis of the thorax, which 
| was firſt propoſed by Dr Monro, and after- 
wards by Mr. Hewſon, although our author 
| ſeems to imagine that it had before been hinted 
: at by Pare. 


In the treatment of fractures of the extremi- 
ties, whether of the ſimple or compound kind, 
the placing of the limb in that poſition, in which 
the muſcles will be moſt relaxed, is ſtrongly re- 
commended. And Mr Bromfeild informs us, 
that it 1s now near thirty years ſince he inculcated 
that method in his public lectures. He recom- 
mends, in very ſtrong terms, the uſe of the ſplints 
invented by Mr William Sharp, as, by means of 
them, the limb can be kept perfectly eaſy, and at 
the ſame time ſo firm, that the patient may be 
removed from one place to another, without 
danger. When theſe cannot be had, he recom- 
mends ſtrong paſte-board, ſoaked in water or 

4 vinegar, 


NS I I IN 


- — — 
— 


— 
W — 
„1 the. tt. Sl ___— — — — — — 


360 Dl 


vinegar, as it very readily takes the ſhape of the 
limb, and when dry keeps it perfectly firm. 


In treating of the ſtone, Mr Bromfeild begins 


vith a deſcription of the parts ſubſervient to the 


ſecretion, reception, and expulſion of urine, 
and of the parts which are cut in the operation 
of lithotomy. He imagines that calcalous 
complaints ariſe from the blood being overloaded 
with thoſe earthy and cretaceous particles, which, 
even in a natural ſtate, it always contains in a 
certain proportion, He accounts for its occur- 
ring more frequently in the kidneys and bladder 
than any other part, from the great quantity of 
that ſort of matter which daily paſies off by 
theſe organs, and from the ready nucleus for 
ſtone, which is afforded by a ſmall quantity of 
gravel reſting in the bladder. From this ſup- 
poſition too, the author accounts for women 
being ſo ſeldom afflicted either with the ſtone or 
the gout; as, he alledges, that, in them, when 
the bones are arrived at their full growth, the 
redundant cretaceous particles are carried off by 
the uterine diſcharge. In confirmation of this 
opinion, he mentions two caſes in which a creta- 
ceous concretion, about the ſize of a child's head, 
was found in the cavity of the uterus in two dit- 
ferent women. This chalky matter, he con- 
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cludes, muſt certainly have been brought there 
by the blood veſſels which open into the cavity 
of the womb. 


Mr Bromfeild puts no faith in the power of 
ſolvents of the ſtone, whether taken by the mouth 
or injected into the bladder. He is even of opi- 
nion, that in both ways they will frequently do 
miſchief; as, by occaſioning delays, diſcaſes of 
the bladder may occur from which the patient's 
chance of recovery will be diminiſhed. 


When treating of the operation of lithotomy, 
he mentions ſeveral methods which have been 
propoſed by others, and concludes with the ac- 
count of one peculiar to himſelf, which he has 
practiſed for ſeveral years paſt, and ſtill con- 
tinues to prefer. In the common lateral ope- 
ration, which 1s at preſent moſt frequently 
performed, Mr Bromfeild is of opinion, that 
the gorget, the cutting inſtrument which is made 
ule of, ſeldom, if ever, cuts the proſtrate gland 
properly; and as its ſhoulders are generally 
high, there is a riſque, by puſhing it forcibly 
forward, of ſeparating or tearing the proſtrate 
gland from the membranous part of the urethra. 
To avoid all danger of this kind, he adviſes 
that as much of the proſtrate gland as we would 
wiſh to divide ſhould be cut with the ſcalpell; 
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and this, he aſſures us, can be done with the 
greateſt ſafety. He remarks, however, that there 
is no neceſſity for dividing the whole gland. 
About two thirds of it next to the membranous 
part of the urethra being cut through, the re- 
maining ſound part will in general yield ſuffi- 
ciently for the extraction of moſt part of ſtones; 
and, by this means, the patient will always be 
enabled to retain his urine: So that there will 
be little riſque of fiſtulous ulcers remaining 
after the operation. 


For ſuch as are afraid of cutting ſo deep, as is 
here directed, with the common ſcalpell, he re- 
commends, either the biſtourie cache of the 
French ſurgeons, or the double gorgeret, an in- 
ſtrument of his own invention. He likewiſe 
propoſes ſome improvements upon the forceps, 
When ſtones are large and ſoft, he propoſes a 
contrivance for preventing a great degree of 
preſſure on them, by means of an iron pin paſ- 
ſing through a female ſcrew in one branch of the 
forceps, and reaching very nearly in contact 
with the other, while the ſtone is included in 
the forceps. When the ſtone is rough, in order 
to prevent its lacerating the parts, two addi- 
tional blades are propoſed, which, he tells us, 
may eaſily be introduced, one by one, and 

afterwards 
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afterwards fixed at the axis, In this way, the 


ſtone comes to be in a manner incaſed, and may 
be extracted with ſafety. 


Mr Bromfeild is of opinion, that the ſucceſs of 
lithotomy depends much upon the management 
of the patient before and after the operation. 
Among other things he recommends the warm 
bath as a proper preparatory ſtep ; and he enjoins 
it as abſolutely neceſſary after the operation, if 
the pain in the wound ſhould be great, the abdo- 
men tenſe and hard, the ſkin dry, the fever 
ſmart, and no diſcharge by urine. 


In the fiſtulous openings that ſometimes re- 
main after this operation, when they are of a 
{mall ſize, and when bougies have failed in the 
cure, the author affirms, that he has often ſuc- 
ceeded, by introducing a knitting needle, pretty 
hot, which, by making the ſides of the canal 


ſwell, brings them into contact, and thus diſ- 
poſes them to unite. | 


In extracting the ſtone from women, two me- 
thods have been propoſed ; either dilatation, or 
the diviſion of the urethra, When the former of 
theſe ways is reſolved upon, a new method of 
doing it is recommended by our author, which, 
from his own experience, he has found ſucceſsful, 
The cloſed extremity of the appendicula inteſtini 


caeci 
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caeci of any ſmall animal, being introduced into 
the bladder, by means of a blunt directory, and 
a proper length of the open end being left out, 
it is to be filled with warm water, by means of a 
ſyringe, and the water prevented from returning, 
by a proper ligature. A twiſt or two is then 
to be made, upon that portion of the appendi- 
cula which was left out, fo that the cloſed end 
may be diſtended , and thus, a twiſt or two being 
given from time to time, a conſiderable dilata- 
tion may, he obſerves, be produced without ex- 
coriation, or much pain; both which circum- 
ſtances, in the common method, cannot be 
avoided, 


When the method by inciſion is preferred, 
it may, he tells us, be done, by introducing a 
ſtraight directory, by the urethra, into the 
bladder, and paſting the double gorgeret along 
it, in ſuch a manner as to cut the neck of the 
bladder on the left fide, flanting obliquely 
downwards. The operation is afterwards to be 
finiſhed in the ſame manner as in men. 

This treatiſe is concluded by ſome obſervations 
on different diſeaſes of the urethra, In total ſup- 
preſſions of urine, from whatever cauſe, Mr 
Bromfeild remarks, that we may frequently ſuc- 
ceed gn the introduction of the catheter, by firſt 
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attempting the introduction of a bougie, which 
may often be done, when the other cannot. 


Tumours frequently ariſe in the perineum, in 
conſequence of a gonorrhoea being ſuddenly 
ſuppreſſed and when they are allowed to ſup- 
purate, and break outwardly, very troubleſome 
fiſtulous openings are often the conſequence, 
This, the author affirms, may, in almoſt every 
caſe, be prevented, by the introduction of bou- 
gies before the breaking of the abſceſs, which 
will bring on a ſuppuration internally. Swell- 
ings of the teſticles, in conſequence of the ſup- 
preſſion of gonorrhoea, may likewiſe, he tells 
us, be frequently removed, merely by the uſe of 
bougies, from their inducing a return of the diſ- 
charge. When bougies are uſed, he inculcates 
ſtrongly, that care be taken to ſecure them 
properly; becauſe from want of attention to 
this circumſtance, diſagreeable conſequences 
have ſometimes occurred, 
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III. 


Memoire ſur les Abcts critiques; par J. G. Acrel. 
Vid. Memoires de Þ Academie Royale des Sciences 
de Stockholm, traduit par M. De Keralio, 4to. 
Paris, 


HE author of this memoir furniſhes us 

with an inſtance, in which very fatal con- 
ſequences enſued from opening abſceſſes formed 
externally. When the French army returned 
from Bohemia, a putrid fever prevailed in it, 
which ſeemed to be occaſioned by exceſſive cold 
and great fatigue, ſuperadded to the vernal 
tertians. Upon reaching the frontier hoſpitals, 
the ſick enjoyed a more favourable ſituation, 
Abſceſſes were then formed behind the ears, in 
the arm-pits, and other parts of the body, and, 
by the appearance of theſe, the febrile ſymp- 
toms were evidently abated. | 


The firſt method practiſed with theſe abſceſſes 
was, to open them upon being fully maturated. 
But, when this was done, the patients felt them- 
ſelves much weakened; their ſymptoms returned; 
and they in general died within eight days. In 
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ſome caſes, after the fluctuation of matter could 
be diſtinctly felt in theſe tumours, it was dif- 


charged by ſtool, by ſpitting, or by the noſe ; 
and, in theſe caſes, the patients in general 


recovered. 
The phyſicians, therefore, were naturally led 


to follow the cure pointed out by nature. They 


no longer opened thele abſceſſes. They neither 
attempted to promote ſuppuration by external 
applications, nor to retard it by means of evacu- 
ants. But, when the abſceſſes were fully ma- 
turated, they purged their patients with manna, 
rhubarb, caſſia, or Epſom ſalt. It was obſerved, 
that, by the time they had taken the third doſe, 
the ſtools, 1n general, became purulent, the 
patients felt themſelves eaſter, the abſceſſes di- 
miniſhed, and at length entirely diſappeared. 
For diet, they had good ſoup, without ſalt or 
ſpice ; and their drink conſiſted of mucilaginous 
ptiſanes. By this treatment almoſt all who were 
affected with the diſcaſe recovered, 
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IV. 


AMemoire ſur PUſage du Stramonium, par J. L. 
Odhelius. Vid. Memoires de l Academie Royale 
des Sciences de Stockholm, traduit par M. De 
Keralio, 4to. Paris. 


E epileptic patients in the royal hoſ- 

pital at Stockholm were treated with pills 
of the ſtramonium. Of theſe, eight were in- 
tirely cured, five had their ſymptoms mitigated, 
and one only received no relief. The greateſt 
part of theſe patients, upon beginning the uſe 
of this remedy, were affected with confuſion in 
their heads, dimneſs in their eyes, and thirſt ; 
but theſe ſymptoms gradually diminiſhed. 


A woman, after child-bed, was ſeized with 
madneſs, for which no cauſe could be aſſigned. 


Her menſes continued regular, but ſhe ſhewed 


evident marks of great ſenſibility of the nervous 
ſyſtem. Two phyſicians who attended her, 
after trying other remedics in vain, had recourſe 
to the ſtramonium. They began her with pills 
of half a grain thrice a-day, and gradually 
augmented the doſe, till ſhe took ſix or eight 
grains 
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grains in the day. The good effects of this 
remedy ſoon appeared. It was not long before 
ſhe recovered her reaſon, which ſhe enjoyed 


perfectly for many years afterwards. 


A woman, after being for nine years affected 
with an itchy eruption at the points of her 
fingers, had it cured by means of plaſters, 
This cure was followed by fluor albus, attended 
with many troubleſome ſymptoms, the principal 
of which were, oppreſſion at her breaſt, a ten- 
dency to delirium, vomiting, and frequent pains 
in her belly. The ordinary medicines em- 
ployed in ſuch cafes were tried in vain; and 
attempts were made to recall the eruption to her 
fingers, but to no purpoſe. But, by the uſe 
of ſtramonium pills, her ſymptoms were 
greatly abated, her appetite reſtored, and her 
general habit and ſtrength much recruited, 


Memoire ſur maux gueris par l' Eleftricite, par 
J. Lindhoult. Vid. Memoires de P Academie 
Royale des Sciences de Stockholm, traduit par 
M. De Keralio. 4to, Paris, 


I. Deafneſs. 


Man was affected with deafneſs in his left 


car, accompanied with conſtant tinnitus, 
For this complaint, he was electrified, and in 
two or three minutes his hearing was perfectly 
reſtored. 


A man, for thirty years, had his hearing 
conſiderably impaired; and, for ten years, he 
had been affected with tinnitus and pain in the 
teeth, By the uſe of electricity, he was freed 
from all theſe complaints. 


A young man, about twenty years of age, was 
afflicted with very violent colies, during which, 
there was a diſcharge of blood from his eais. 
This impaired his hearing; but by electricity it 
was reſtored, 
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A girl ſeven years of age, who had been deaf, 
and of conſequence dumb, from the time of her 
birth, was electrified. Her hearing was gradu- 


ally reſtored ; and ſhe ſoon learned to ſpeak, 


A young man, about nineteen years of age, 
falling into water through ice, contracted a 
dullneſs of hearing; from which he was ſoon 
recovered by electricity. 


II. Pains in the limbs. 


A ſtone-hewer, after being long ſubject to at- 
tacks of epilepſy, was at length affected with 
pain and ſtiffneſs in his feet and knees. By the 
uſe of electricity, for a few days, he became 
able to work as before. 


A young man was fo afflicted with pain in 
his right thigh, as to be unable even to turn 
himſelf in bed. Upon its being electrified for 
a few days, he was able to walk out of his 
chamber, without any unealineſs, 


III. Muſcular Contradlions. 


A man, whoſe knee- joint had continued bent 
for ſeveral years, upon being three times electri- 
fied, was reſtored to the free uſe of it. 
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A young man had his right foot bent out- 
wards in ſuch a manner, that he could not walk 
without a ſtaff. He was electrified for thirteen 
days. On the thirteenth, he burnt his ſtaff, and 
never had occaſion to uſe it afterwards. 


A girl, about four years of age, contracted 
a ſlight lameneſs from the ſmall pox. This com- 
plaint encreaſed in ſuch a manner, that, by the 
time ſhe was thirteen, ſhe could not walk 
without crutches, and barely touched the 
ground with her toes. After being electrified 


tor twenty days, ſhe could walk without any 
afliſtance. 


IV. Titermittent Fever. 


A gardener, aged thirty-three, wanted to try 
electricity for an obſtinate quartan, under which 
he had laboured for a long time. He was ac- 
cordingly eleQrified, after which, he ſweated 
profuſely for ſeveral nights. Upon this, his 
paroxyſms became leſs ſevere, and at length the 
fever entirely left him. 


We have had, ſays Mr Lindhoult, ſeveral 
examples of the efficacy of electricity in each of 
thele cafes, And it has alſo been employed in 
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palſy of the tongue, weakneſs of fight, epi- 
lepſy, rheumatiſm, colic, and toothach with 
great ſucceſs. 


VI. 


Memoire ſur PUſage Medicinal du Geritt, par 
J. Odhelius, medecin du Roi. Vid. Memaires 
de P Academie Reyale des Sciences de Stocgholm, 
traduit par M. De Keralio. 4to, Paris. 


HE. Swediſh army having gone into 

winter quarters in the year 1759, there 
appeared among them a catarrhal epidemic 
fever, which uſually terminated by an imperfect 
criſis. The feet, legs, and thighs ſwelled, and 
theſe complaints either continued obſtinate or 
terminated in a formal dropſy. Attempts 
were made to ſtop this metaſtaſis by the uſe 
of purgatives. They trequentiy occaſioned 


a watery diarrhoea, but without relieving the 


ſymptoms, Diuretics were more ſucceſsful, 
particularly a lixivium of the aſhes of juniper. 
But this plant being very rare, broom was 
ſubſtituted in its place, which had a ſtill 
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better effect. From drinking a ſtrong lixivium 
of broom-aſhes, the urine became abundant, 
and the ſwellings ſoon diſappeared, By em- 
ploying, after this, the common means for 
ſtrengthening the ſolids, many were reſtored to 
perfect health. 


VII. 


Recherches ſur les modifications de Patmoſphere, 
contenant Phiſtoire critique du Barometre, et du 

 Thermometre, un trait ſur la conſtruction de ces 
inſtrumens, des experiences relatives d leurs 
uſages, et principalement d la meſure des hau- 
teurs, et d la correction des refradtions moyennes, 
avec jigures, par J. A. De Luc, Citoyen de 
Geneve, Correſp. des Academ. Royale des Sci- 
ences de Paris, et de Montpellier, tom. 1. 
4to, Geneva. 


OR the work now before us, we are indebt- 
ed to the long continued labour of a moſt 
induſtrious philoſopher, In the year 1762, Mr 
De Luc preſented his manuſcript to the royal 
academy of ſciences at Paris. It was ſubmitted 
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to the examination of thoſe eminent men, Meflrs 
De la Condamine, and De la Lande, who, after 
attentive peruſal, gave it as their opinion, that 
it might juſtly be conſidered as one of tne 
greateſt treaſures with which philoſophy had 
been enriched for many years before. But the 
author, that he might have an opportunity of 
ſtill farther confirming, by repeated experi- 
ments, thoſe diſcoveries which he had made, 
kept the work ten years longer in his poſſeſſion, 
before he would venture to ſubmit it to the 
judgment of the public. Flow far it will now 
ſatisfy the high expectation that has been enter- 
tained with regard to it, thoſe who attentively 
examine the work itſelf muſt determine. All 
that we can propoſe is, to give our readers ſuch 
a view of it, as the limits of our publication 
will allow, 


The importance of the barometer, in the ſolu- 
tion of many queſtions in natural philoſophy, and 
the difficulties that attend its conſtruction and 
application for obtaining theſe ends, firlt induced 
Mr de Luc to turn his attention to the improve- 
ment of this inſtrument. Ile hoped that thus he 
ſhould be enabled to give a more exact ſolution 
of many of thoſe phaenomena which, by means 
of it, may be elucidated. In the progreſs of his 
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inquiries, finding how intimately the barometer 
is connected with the thermometer, he has like- 
wiſe beſtowed part of his attention upon this laſt 
inſtrument. To ſnew the ſtate in which he 
found the barometer, and to rouze the attention 
of the public to a ſobiect fo intereſting, he en- 
ters upon his ſubj*& wit a hiſtory of that 
inſtrument. In this he preſents us with an ac- 
count of its invention, of the moſt eſſential 
changes which have been made upon its 
conſtruction, cf the theories which have been 
formed to explain its phaenoinena, and of the 
principal experiments hitherto made with it. 


Few are ignorant, that the barometer was 
invented in the year 1643, by the celebrated 
Torricelli, and that he likewiſe pointed out 
its uſe for diſcovering the v eight of the atmoſ- 
phere. Soon afterwards, Mr Paſcal hinted at 
its application for meaſuring the heights of 
mountains, which was firſt put in practice by 
Mr Perrier. 


In treating of the changes which this inſtru- 
ment has undergone, Mr de Luc firſt gives an 
account cf the Torricellian barometer, and then 
of thoſe invented by Deſcartes, Huygens, Hook, 
Morland, Bernoulli, Amontons, De Mairan, and 
Prins, To the account of each he has added 
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ſome obſervations on the advantages and diſad- 
vantages with which it is attended, 


A phaenomenon attending barometers, which 
ſoon attracted the attention of philoſophers, was 
the light which they often produced, upon the 
mercury within them being agitated. Upon this 
ſubject he preſents us with the opinions of Ber- 
noulli, Homberg, De Mairan, Du Fay, and 
Muſſchenbroeck, who imagined that it chiefly 
depended upon ſome particles of fire, intro- 
duced either from the mercury having under- 
gone a preparation, by which ſome ſuch matter 
might attach itſelf, or by ſome particles of air 
getting into the upper part of the tube, and 
carrying along with them the matter of fire, 
Theſe opinions, however, for many reaſons, he 
rejects, and inclines to adopt that of Mr 
Haukeſbee, who ſuppoſes it to be an electrical 
phaenomenon. This he endeavours to ſupport, 
by ſhewing, that thoſe circumſtances which 
influence the electrical power in glaſs globes, 
have the ſame effect upon this property of 
barometers. Muſſchenbroeck had found, that 
the barometer, in this ſtate, attracted a thread, 
but ſuppoſed it to depend upon the agitation 
of the air. This objection, however, has been 
pbviated by Mr Ludolff, in the Berlin Me- 
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moirs, who included both the thread and 
barometer in an exhauſted receiver, and then 
found the thread attracted in the ſame manner 
as in the open air. He concludes his remarks 
on this ſubje&t with obſerving, that a well 
conſtructed barometer is in general electrical, 
but that a barometer may be electrical, and, at 
the ſame time, contain ſuch a quantity of air, 
as to render it highly defective, and that a 
barometer may be very good without being 
electrical. 


He next procceds to mention the method of 
exhauſting barometers of their air, by means of 
boiling the mercury in them. This method, he 
obſerves, was firſt communicated to Du Fay, by 
a German artiſt, and afterwards put in practice 
by M. Caſſini de Thury. He repreſents it as 
very advantageous for correcting the irregularity 
of different barometers, when placed in the 
ſame circumſtances; but imagines it has been 
little followed, from the imperfect directions 
given concerning it; from the difficulty of the 
practice; and from its appearing to be but of 
little conſequence. 


He next takes notice of an experiment of M. 
Plantade, concerning the effects of the different 
diameters of the tubes employed as barometers. 

At 
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At a thouſand toiles above the levelof the ſea, that 
gentleman found that the mercury was lower in 
{mall tubes than in large ones; but that, above 
that height, they were all equal. This he attri- 
buted to the different weights of the air. But | 
Mellrs Caſſini and Monnier, upon repeating the | 
experiments, found, that the difference depended 14 
upon portions of air remaining in the tubes. 


This chapter is concluded with an account of 
the effects of heat upon the barometer, which 
was firſt obſerved by Mr Amontons, who gave 
a rule for correcting it; but Mr de la Hire has 
contradicted it from his experiments. And both 
Du Fay and Beipton contend, that it happens 
only in thoſe barometers which are not perfectly 
purged of air. But our author thinks they are 
miſtaken, the foundation of which he afterwards 
points out, when giving an account of his own 
experiments. He concludes, therefore, that heat 
has ſome influence upon the barometer. 


Having thus given an account of the invention 
of the barometer, and of the varieties in the 
conſtruction of it, the author proceeds, in the 
third chapter, to treat of the variations which 
the mercury und :rgoes in point of height. This, 
he obſerves, is one of the molt intereſting phae- 
nomena with regard to the barometer, and has 
Engaged the attention of the moſt eminent phi- 


loſophers. 
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loſophers. They all agree, that differences in 
the height of the column of air, and changes in 
the ſtate of the air itſelf, have conſiderable in- 
fluence upon it. But, as it is evident that other 
effects, which muſt neceſſarily proceed from theſe 
cauſes, and the variations which take place in the 
barometer, by no means correſpond to each 
other, cauſes of a different nature muſt neceſſa- 
rily be called in: And on this philoſophers have 


differed much in their opinions. Mr de Luc 


here preſents us with an account of the hypo- 
theſes of Paſcal, Beal, Garden, Wallis, Liſter, 
Halley, Garſten, De la Hire, Mariotte, Le Cat, 
Woodward, Leibnitz, Mairan, Hamberger, 
Bernoulli, and Muſſchenbroeck. With regard to 
theſe opinions in general, the author remarks, 
that, although many of them be founded upon 
circumſtances which undoubtedly hold to a cer- 
tain degree; yet they are by no means ſufficient to 
account for the varieties which occur; and that 
therefore ſome other cauſe mult be ſought for. 


In the fourth chapter, the author preſents us 
with a particular hiſtory of the attempts which 
have at different times been made to aſcertain 
heights by means of the barometer. The firſt 
who attempted this was Paſcal. The author begins, 
therefore, with an account of his experiments 
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on this ſubject; after which, he ſubjoins thoſe 
of Boyle, Mariotte, Halley, Maraldi, Scheuch- 
zer, J. Caſſini, Bernoulli, Le Monnier, Caſſini 
de Thuri, Horrebow, and Bouguer. The dit- 
ferences among them are very remarkable. To 
illuſtrate this, a table is ſubjoined, in which we 
have a diſtinct view of the heights, ſuppoled by 
each, to correſpond to determined falls in the 
barometer. This uncertainty, the author tells 
us, firſt excited his curioſity. And, as he found 
authors diſagreeing ſo much, he reſolved, ſhut- 
ting every book upon the ſubject, to conſult 


Nature alone, following her ſtep by ſtep, as far 


as ſhe would conduct him. Having finiſhed 
this hiſtory, therefore, he next proceeds, in the 


ſecond part, to give an account of his own ex- 
periments and obſervations. 


If the remarks offered in the preceeding hiſ- 
tory be well founded, it is by no means ſurpri- 
ling, that barometers, even in the ſame circum- 
ſtances, ſhould diſagree in point of altitude, 
Our author's firſt attention, therefore, is natu- 


rally beſtowed on the means to be employed for 


conſtructing barometers, in ſuch a manner, as 
to correſpond with each other, and be uniform 
in their riſing and falling. The principal vari- 
eties in barometers, according to Mr de Luc, 

2 depend 
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depend upon the method of filling the tube; 
the influence of heat, the level at which it is 
placed, the form of the tube itſelf, and the 
poſition and diviſion of the ſcale. On each of 
theſe ſubjects we are preſented with many expe- 
riments to ſhew their influence; and with direc- 
tions by which the faults reſulting from thence 
may be corrected, 


When a barometer is to be filled, for pro- 
perly purging it of the air, he recommends that 
the mercury ſhould be boiled in the tube. This 
is to be done by turning downwards that extre- 
mity of the tube, to which the ſcale is to be 
fixed, and then holding it obliquely over a 
charcoal-fire, expoſing the different parts of the 
tube ſucceſſively, till the boiling takes place. 


Heat affects barometers in two ways, either by 
acting upon the mercury itſelf, or upon the air 
they contain, if they be not properly purged of 
it. In the one caſe, it produces a regular ele- 
vation of the mercury, and in the other an irre- 
gular depreſſion. For the variations occurring in 
the latter of theſe ways, no ſtandard can be ſixed. 
But, in the former caſe, proper allowance may 
be made, from determining, by a thermometer, 
- the degree of heat in which the barometer ſtands. 


Great 
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Great care 1s neceſſary in determining the 
level of a barometer ; and, when a compariſon 
15 to be made, the tubes ſhould be as nearly as 
poſſible of the ſame diameter. 


Faults in barometers often ariſe from the man- 
ner in which the ſcale is meaſured, as well as 
from the diviſions themſelves : Particular atten- 
tion to both circumſtances, therefore, becomes 
abſolutely neceſſary. Another circumſtance 
claiming attention, is the poſition of the baro- 
meter when an obſervation is made. With 


thoſe that are fixed on a wall, attention is neceſ- 


ſary only, that they be properly placed at firſt: 
But, with portable ones, Mr de Luc recom- 
mends ſuſpending a plumb to them, that we 
may be better able to judge when they are per- 
pendicular. Another thing neceſſary in making 
obſervations with barometers, is, that the eye 
of the obſerver be always upon a level with the 
mercury. By proper attention to all theſe cir- 
cumſtances, the author is of opinion, that 
obſervations made in different places may be 
compared with each other, and the barometer 
tucceſsfully employed for the ſolution of many 
uſeful problems in philoſophy. 


— After theſe obſervations on barometers, the 
author proceeds, in the ſecond chapter of this 


part, 


— 1 a 


. g , 
- — WF II. oo 2 ——— — — 
- — — — 


— —— — 4 TS... 2 1 os 
- 23 


. 
* — * 


- _— > — 


*. 


- 
GS —_ - 
wy 


__ 


3 4 
3 — 


3 894 = 
j —hAͥUEö il — —. 


— — —— — 
1 * = * * % 4 - 


„„ MEDHCAL 


part, to treat of thermometers. He regrets 
much the many errors that have ariſen, and the 
many obſervations that are rendered uſeleſs, by 
thermometers being differently conſtructed : 
And he obſerves, that this inſtrument can only 
be extenſively uſcful, when ſome one ſcale is 
generally admitted, and all the others are aban- 
doned. He next proceeds to treat of the matter 
of which they ſhould be formed ; and is of opi- 
nion, that quickſilver is preferable to every 
other, becauſe the dilatations which it ſuffers 
from heat are moſt exactly proportioned to the 
variations of the heat. 

The author next proceeds to give ſome ac- 
count of the fixed points in thermometers. As 
theſe are not the fame in different thermometers, 
this leads him to give a hiſtory of the principal 
thermometers which have hitherto been employ- 
ed. From this it appears, that the temperature 
at which water freezes, and that at which it boils, 
are the two fixed points moſt generally adopted. 
On each of theſe, therefore, he beſtows _ 
cular conſideration. 

After pointing out the neceſſity of fixing with 
preciſion the inferior point, he obſerves, that the 
methods hitherto taken for aſcertaining the de- 


gree of cold ſufficient to freeze water are equi- 
vocal, 
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vbcal. To prove this, he examines particularly 
the opinion of Mr Reaumur, who ſeems to have 
beſtowed the greateſt attention on this ſubject. 
He propoles that, for fixing the inferior point 
of all thermometers, we ſhould employ the 
temperature of melting ice or ſnow; and he 
adduces ſeveral experiments to prove, that this 
point can be aſcertained with greater preciſion 
than any other. 


The ſuperior fixed point, which has in gene- 
ral been adopted, is that of boiling water. 
This he thinks preferable to that of Mr 
Reaumur, who took, as his fixed point, the 
higheſt degree of heat, of which ſpirit of wine 
is ſuſceptible, without boiling. Bur the heat 
of boiling water, he obſerves, is influenced by 
ſeveral circumſtances. The firſt which he men- 
tions, is the preſſure of the atmoſphere upon 
the ſurface of the water, which, at different 
times, varies conſiderably. To remedy this, he 
propoſes, that all thermometers ſhould be made 
when the barometer is at a determined height. 
For aſcertaining both the inferior and ſuperior 
fixed points he directs, that rain- water ſhould 
be employed, as being moſt free from unpu- 
rities. 
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The diviſion of the ſcale of a thermometer, 
he obſerves, is of itſelf a circumſtance of little 
conſequence : But it is of importance, that 
fcales, which have already been much em- 
ployed, ſhould be retained. Hence he 1s for 
continuing the uſe of thoſe of Fahrenheit and 
Reaumur ; in the firſt caſe, dividing the 
interval between the two fixed points into a 
hundred and eiglity; and, in the latter, into 
eighty equal parts, | 

In treating of the conſtruction of thermo- 
meters, he remarks, that capillary tubes are 
preferable to others; but that great care ſhould 
be taken that the calibers be uniform; that the 
balls bear a proper proportton to the length of 
the tube; and that very pure mereury be em- 
ployed for filling them. He is of opinion, that 
the beſt ſcales, both for thermometers and baro- 
meters, are thoſe made of fir. 


Hitherto the author has treated of thermome- 
ters adapted to the purpoles of philoſophers : 
Bur, in the third chapter of this part, which 
concludes the volume now before us, he offers 
ome obſervations on thoſe intended for the 
ie of the public in general. Theſe, he thinks, 
ould be made of ſpirit of wine, rather than 
o mercury, as, in this way, they can be more 

2 caſily 
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ealily executed, and will be leſs expenſive, 
After offering many directions, which he thinks 
ſhould be followed in regulating and conſtruct- 
ing theſe, he obſerves, that the concurfence of 
the public is the only meaſure which will ever 
induce artiſts to relinquith thoſe faulty me- 
thods whic h they have already adopted “. 


VIII. 


A Treatiſe on the Kinkcough, with an Appendix, 
containing an account of Hemlock, and its Pre- 
paratiens. By William Butter, M. D. Felletv 
of the Royal College of Phyſicians, Edinburgh. 
8vo, London. 


HE obſervations on kinkcough, with. 


which we are here preſented; are divided 
into ſeven chapters. In the firſt of theſe, the 
author begins with enumerating the ſynonimes 
for this diſeaſe which have been employed by 
diſferent authors. He then defines it, A quick 
and numerous ſucceſſion of violent ſhort coughs, 
followed by a long, ſtrait, and generally ſhrill 
inſpiration, which coughs and inſpiration are 


* An account of the ſecond volume of this work will be 
given in a future number. | 
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repeated without intermiſſion, for many ſeconds, 
or even ſome minutes, and often terminate in 
vomiting of phlegm. To this definition he 
tubjoins a full deſcription of the diſeaſe ; and 
concludes the chapter with ſome remarks upon 
the prognoſtics. According to Dr Butter, a 
fatal termination of kinkcough 1s owing, either 
to the length of the diſeaſe, or the violence of 
the fits. In infants, he obſerves, it terminates 
fatally, from producing convullions, ſuffoca- 
tion, apopicxy, inflammation and ſuppuration 
of the brain, ruptures, and incurvation of the 
ſpine. In pregnant women, it has often pro- 
duced abortion, and, in adults, it occaſions 
inflammation of the lungs, and its conſequences, 
more frequently than in children, From long 
continued kinkcough, patients will become aſth- 
matic, conſumptive, ricketty, or {crophulous. 
The author conſiders a moiſt ſkin, warm 
limbs, open belly, plentiful expectoration, and 
free vomiting, as good ſymptoms. On the con- 
trary, he draws an unfavourable prognoſis, 
when oppoſite circumſtances take place. Fre- 
quent haemorrhages, he oblerves, protract the 
diſcaſe, and a pulmonary one is apt to induce 
conſumption. In patients liable to epilepſy, 
or other diſorders of the brain; in ſuch as have 
weak 
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weak lungs, or who have been reduced by 
a. preceding diſeaſe ; the kinkcough is often 
productive of the worſt conſequences. When 
Joined with worms, dyſentery, meaſles, ſmall- 
pox, or peripneumonic ſymptoms, it is always 
dangerous. He concludes this chapter with 
obſerving, that theſe prognoſtics, according to 
the common method of cure, are uniformly 
juſt; but that a more ſucceſsful treatnient will 
afford exceptions as to the danger. 


In the ſecond chapter, Dr Butter proceeds to 
conſider the nature of kinkcough. It is, our 
author obſerves, an epidemic contagious diſeaſe, 
often complicated with other diforders, forming 
varieties worthy of the moſt attentive conſide- 
ration. It is not eſſentially attended with fever; 
as in the intervals the patient is entirely free 
from any complaint. It commonly laſts for 
ſome months, returning in fits for the moſt 
part at equal diſtances. Much bleeding and 
purging are hurtful in it. The moſt famed re- 
medies for it, are gentle vomits, ſtomachic lax- 
ative paregorics, and ſtimulating antiſpaſmodics. 
It has often been carried off by a fright, And 
the diſſections of thoſe dying eariy in it have 
diſcovered nothing practernatural. From all 
theſe circumſtances, he concludes, that it is a 
nervous ipalmogdte diſcaſe. 
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He farther remarks, that an uncommon ſe— 
cretion of mucus takes place in this diſeaſe, 
a free diſcharge of which mitigates the ſymp- 
toms: And that, in proportion as the quantity 
of ſlime diminiſhes, the fits become more mild 
and leſs frequent. From this, he concludes, 
that a morbid irritability of the mucous glands 


is the primary affection, and that the ſpaſms 
are only ſecondary. 


An inquiry concerning the ſeat of the kink- 
cough is the ſubject of the third chapter. Va- 
rious have been the opinions entertained with 
regard to it. Some have ſuppoſed it to be in 
the lungs, ſome in the ſtomach, ſome in both, 
while others have maintained that it is in the 
head of the wind pipe or of the gullet. Dr 
Butter deſerts all theſe opinions, and denies 
that any one of the places above mentioned 
1s primarily affected. He alledges, that ſome 
part of the inteſtinal canal is the principal ſeat 
of this diſeaſe. To confirm this opinion, he 
offers arguments drawn from four ſources : 
1. From the nature of thoſe habits moſt ſubject 
to kinkcough. It chiefly attacks children; 
and 1n them, it is well known that the inteſtinal 
canal is more irritable, and conſequently more 


eaſily 
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eaſily affected, than any other part of their 
bodies. 2. From the nature and cure of kink- 
cough, it is obſervable, that thoſe children pals 
moſt eaſily through this diſeaſe, who have an 
open belly; that vomits are moſt ſerviceable 
when they promote a gentle looſeneſs at the ſame 
time; and that patients labouring under kink- 
cough bear the action of vomits much better 
than they do of purgatives. All theſe cir- 
cumſtances, in the opinion of our author, ſeem 
to point out the inteſtines as the ſeat of the diſ- 
order. 3. From the diſeaſes conſequent upon 
kinkcough. The chief of theſe are, the king's 
evil and rickets; both of which, in a particular 


manner, derive their origin from an affeEtion 


of the alimentary canal. 4. From the periodical 
returns of the paroxyſms. Here our author 
runs a parallel between kinkcough and inter- 
mittent fever. He thinks it the moſt probable 
opinion, that the latter of theſe diſeaſes has its 
proximate cauſe in the guts; and he is even 
inclined to ſuppoſe, that all intermittent diſ- 
tempers depend upon a primary affection of 
the inteſtinal canal. In ſupport of this doctrine, 
he adds the hiſtory of three intermittent diſ- 
eaſes, which were principally cured by evacu- 


ations from the inteſtines. 
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The author concludes this chapter with ad- 
ducing fome objections againſt the ſuppoſition 
that kinkcough 1s ſeated either in the ſtomach 
or lungs. He thinks it 1mprobable that it is 
ſeated in the lungs, as he alledges, that in this 
diſeaſe, pectorals do more harm than good: 
That a pulmonary cough, if not dangerous, 
terminatzs ſooner than kinkcough ; and that 
the ricxets and ſcrophula are never produced 
by a pulmonary cough. He thinks it impro- 
bable that it is ſeated in the ſtomach, becauſe 
it is not attended with viglent pain, ſickneſs, 
faintiſnneſs, and ſuch like ſymptoms; and be- 
cauſe intermittent diſorders in general can never 
be ſuſpected to have their ſeat in the ſtomach, 
ſince vomits render more diſtinct intermiſſions 
which were formerly obſcure. 


Having endeavoured to aſcertain the ſeat 
of kinkcough, Dr Butter next endeavours 49 
inveſtigate 1ts cauſes. As the chief prediſ- 
poſing cauſcs, he points out the conſtitutional 
irritability of children; hereditary prediſpoſi- 
tion to ſpaimodic diſorders; the actual exiſtence 
of ſuch diſorders; a redundancy of vitiated hu- 
mours in the ſtomach and guts; worms; den- 
tition; cold; and acute diſeaſes in general. 
The occational cauſe he ſuppoſes to conſiſt 

3 entirely 
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entirely in infectious miaſmata, capable of gene- 
rating the diſeaſe. Theſe miaſmata, he thinks, 
are the growth of Europe, in the ſame manner 
as thoſe of the plague, meaſles, and ſmall-pox, 
are of warmer climates. 


Dr. Butter next preſents us with the hiſtory 
of twenty caſes of kinkcough, in which he em- 
ploy ed hemlock, in different forms, with great 
ſucceſs. Building upon this practice, he pro- 
ceeds, in the ſixth chapter, to lay down the 
cure of kinkcough, both ſimple and compl;- 


cated. In the ſimple kinkcough, he tells us, 


there is but one indication, and that is, to ad- 
miniſter hemlock. He directs that it ſhould be 
diffuſed in a watery vehicle, begun in ſmall 
doſes, and gradually increaſed. For a child un- 
der fix months old, he directs half a grain to be 
conſumed in a day; for one from ſix months 
to two years old, one grain; afterwards allow- 
ing half a grain for every year of the patient's 
age, till he be twenty: Beyond that period, he 
directs that ten grains be given for the firſt 
day's conſumption, gradually increaſing the 
doſe according to its effect. It the patient have 
not two ſtools a-day, he adviſes that magneſia 
or polychreſt ſalt be added to the hemlock- 
mixture. In the cure of kinkcough compli- 
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cated with worms, dyſentery, dentition, ague, 
ſmall- pox, and meaſles, he recommends, with 
the employment of hemlock, the exhibition of 
ſuch medicines as are belt adapted to the naturg 
of each particular diſeaſe, When kinkcough 
is complicated with pregnancy, the ſimple 
method of cure may, he affirms, be followed 
out with ſucceſs. 


This treatiſe on kinkcough is concluded with 
ſome general corollaries drawn from the pre- 
ceeding obſervations. He maintains, that hem- 
lock is ſeldom contra-indicated by any pecu- 
liarity of temperament ; that it is a ſafe remedy 
for kinkcough, both in the laſt months of preg- 
nancy, and firſt months of infancy ; that it is a 
certain antiſpaſmodic; that it is a good medi- 
cine in dentition and worms; that it ſometimes 
removes fever, ſtops immoderate excretions, 
and promotes ſweat; that it frequently keeps 
the belly open, and often purges ; that ſome- 
times it affects no ſecretion or excretion; that 
it immediately procures better nights in kink- 
cough, abates vomiting, and diminiſhes phlegm; 
and that, in the ſpace of a week, it generally 
removes the kink and other concomitant ſymp- 
toms, except a ſlight cough. 


To theſe obſervations on kinkcough, the 
author 
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author ſubjoins an appendix concerning hemlock 
and its preparations. And here he firſt preſents 
us with the ſynonimes and botanical deſcription 
of the plant ; and then makes ſome remarks on 
its preparations, which he divides into internal 
and external. Of the firſt kind are, the pow- 
der, the extract, the pills, and the mixture; 
and, of the laſt, the plaſter, the ointment, the 
poultice, and the fomentation. 


The powder of Hemlcck, Dr. Butter prepares 
from the leaves, foot-ſtalks, and tender parts of 
the ſtem, gathered about the time the flowers 
begin to open. Theſe he directs to be ſpread 
on a hearth, before a good fire, with a deep 
fender behind, to haſten the proceſs of drying. 
When they are ſufficiently friable, they muſt 
be reduced to a powder, and preſerved in phials 


well ſtopped. The powder, in this ſituation, 


will retain its efficacy for ſeveral months. 


In order to prepare the extract, the plant, he 
obſerves, at the ſame age at which it is cut for 


the powder, mult be gathered over night, that 


all the other parts of the proceſs may be finiſhed 
on the following day. After being cut, bruiſed, 
and put into hair bags, the expreſſion mult. be 
continued till the drops fall very ſlowly. The 
whole of the juice, without depuration, muſt 


then 
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then be put into a broad glazed platter, and 
placed over a charcoal-fire, in a fire-pan. Be- 
fore it becomes very hot, it runs into clots, 
You are then to ſtir it frequently with a hem- 
lock ſtalk, keeping up a ſufficient degree of 
heat to make the clots move about, without 
cauſing any ebullition, Proceed in this manner, 
till the inteſtine motion ceaſes, and no effort is 
made by the contiguous maſs to fill up any 
vacuities which the ſtirring may occaſion in the 
bottom of the platter. You will then, ſays he, 
have an extract of a proper conſiſtence. 


For making the pills, he adviſes, that to any 
quantity of the extract, one fifth of the powder 
ſhould be added. The mals thus formed, is to 
be put up in ſtone pots, capable of containing 
a pound weight; and in this manner, we are 
told, it will keep perfectly well for the ſpace 
of two years. 


The hemlock mixture is an extemporaneous 
preſcription, and is made by diſſolving from 
eight to twenty, or more grains, of the mals 
prepared for pills, in eight ounces of ſpring 
water, and adding to it half an ounce of proot- 
ſpirit, and as much white ſugar. 

For the hemlock-plaſter, he gives the follow- 
ing receipt. Take of gum ammoniac eight 
| ounces: 


COMMENTARIES. 397 


ounces, common vinegar an Engliſh pint ; rub 
them together in a marble mortar, till the gum 15 
be diſſolved; then incorporate the ſtrained ſo- fl} 
lution with four ounces of the maſs of hem- 11 
lock-pills; and afterwards evaporate the whole 
over a very gentle heat, to the conſiſtence of a 
plaſter, 


Equal quantities of the maſs of hemlock-pills 
and honey, mixed together without heat, con- 
ſtitute his ointment. And his poultice is made, 
by mixing either the powder of hemlock, or | 
the bruiſed leaves, with oat-meal, and a ſmall | 
proportion of honey, adding as much ſpring- | 
water as may be ſufficient to bring the other 
ingredients to a proper conſiſtence. The hem- 
lock-fomentation he directs to be prepared, by 1 
boiling eight ounces of the freſh herb, well 1 
bruiſed, in an Engliſh gallon of water, ſtrain- 1 
ing the liquor when cold, and afterwards heat- 614 
17 it for uſe. 
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IX. 


Examen de la Queſtion, Si les Eſpeces changent par- 
mi les Plantes? Nouvelles Experiences tentces a 
ce ſujet, Par M. Adanſon. Vid. Hiſtcire de 
P Academie Royale des Sciences, annee 1769, 4to, 
Paris. 


HE queſtion which is propoſed as the 

ſubject of this diſſertation, was firſt ſtarted 
by Mr. Marchant, In the year 1713, he found 
a ſpecies of mercurialis, the leaves of which re- 
ſembled threads. It differed ſo much from the 
common mercurialis, that he thought it de- 
ſerved a particular name: He therefore deno- 
minated it Mercurialis foliis capillaceis. The 
year following, this plant appeared in the ſame 
place, with its leaves deeply cut, from which 
he termed it, Mercurialis foliis in varias et in- 
aequales lacinias quaſi dilaceratis. Theſe obſer- 
vations led him to ſuppoſe, that new ſpecies of 
plants may be produced. 


Nothing farther was ſaid upon this queſtion, 
till the year 1744, when Mr. Linnacus, who had 
tormerly 
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formerly been of a different opinion, began to 
entertain doubts on this ſubject, and to allow 
the poſſibility of new ſpecies being produced. 
This proceeded from his having obſerved ſeveral 
transformations in plants. Of theſe we are 
preſented with ſome inſtances in the paper now 
before us. 


Mr. Zoiberg, in the ycar 1742, when botani- 
Zing in an iſland about ſeven miles from Upſal, 
found in a gravelly foil, which was covered 
over with Linaria, a plant greatly reſembling 
the common Linaria, but differing from it ſo 
conſiderably, as to conſtitute a new genus, 
which he named Peloria. He imagined that 


it proceeded from the Linaria being foecun- 


dated by ſome other plant. 


Another transformation happens annually in 
the garden at Upſal, where the ſceds of the 
common thiſtle produce the thiſtle ot the Pyre- 
nees. 


A third transformation 1s, that the great and 
ſmall Vervine of America have produced a new 
ſpecies of Vervine, reſembling ia its leaves the 
Vervine of Europe, and in every other part the 
great Vervine of America, 


From theſe, and other ſimilar inſtances, Mr 
Linnaeus 
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Linnaeus concluded, that many different genera 
of plants are derived from the ſame mother, by 
different fathers; and pointed it out as a new 
field for botaniſts to attempt the multiplication 
of the ſpecies of plants, by different mixtures. 

Mr Adanſon tells us, in the memoir now 
before us, that he was at firſt inclined to adopt 
this opinion ; but that, from a more particular 
examination of the inſtances adduced, he was 
at length led to reject it. The mercurialis of 
Mr Marchant diſappeared in the year 1716; 
and was firſt ſeen again in the royal garden at 
Paris, in the year 1766. It was in full bloom 
on the eleventh of July. Mr. Adanſon diſ- 
covered it to be a male plant. Its leaves, 
although they had ſuffered no damage, reſem- 
bled thoſe of the reſeda, when eat by inſects. 
Its antherae were three times leſs than ordinary, 
of a ſpherical figure, and quite devoid of ſemi. 
nal duſt. 

Jo determine whether this plant was capable 
of generation or not, he placed ſix ſhoots of the 
female mercurialis under it, and ſhook it three or 
four times a-day over them, that, if it had any ſe- 
minal duſt, they might be foecundated. To avoid 
ambiguity, he deſtroyed every other plant cf 

1ercurilalisinthe garden. The feeds of the female 
mercurialis, under this male, being arrived at 
| maturity, 
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maturity, by the 15th of July, he ſowed part 
of them. None of them, however, ſprung, 
although the plant of extraordinary Mercurialis 
grew to the height of twelve inches, and laſted 
till the froſt killed it, In the ſpring of the 
year following, he ſowed the remaining part of 
his ſeed. About one in ten grew. But the 
plants produced were no other than the com- 
mon Mercurialis. 


As the leaves of the extraordinary Mercu- 
rialis reſembled thoſe of the Reſeda, Mr Adan- 
fon attempted, according to Mr. Linnaeus's 
idea, to impregnate the female Mercurialis 
with the ſtaminal duſt of the Reſeda, and of 
the male Canabis. But, from all the ſeeds 
produced by theſe mixtures, he could obtain 
only the common Mercurialis. 


From theſe experiments, the author con- 
cludes, that the fecundation of the ſeed of one 
genus of plants cannot be brought about by the 
farina of a different one; that the few ſeeds of 
his Mercurialis, which germinated, even when 
he had taken care to deſtroy every male in the 
garden, had been fecundified by the farina of 


ſome male Mercurialis brought from the neigh- 


bourhood by the wind ; and that thoſe plants 
of Mercurialis, which Mr Marchant and him- 
Vol. I, S £ ſelf 
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ſelf had obſerved, were only monſtrous indi- 
viduals, and by no means a new ſpecies, 


He farther obſerves, that the Peloria, which 
is mentioned by Linnaeus to have produced 
fertile ſeed, is no ſtronger argument of a new 
ſpecies : Becauſe ſeveral ſpecies of the Linaria 
will produce, upon the ſame plant, the flowers 
of the Peloria mixed with the common flowers ; 
and, in theſe caſes, the natural flowers alone 
produce fertile ſeed. He is of opinion, there- 
fore, that theſe extraordinary plants can be 
conſidered only as vegetable mules, in which 
the parts of generation are always vitiated. 


As the facts, however, reſpecting the Mer- 
curialis and Peloria, are the only authentie ones 


upon which the opinion of Linnaeus is founded, 
he thinks himſelf authoriſed to reject it. He 
concludes, therefore, that the production of 
new ſpecies does not take place in the vegetable, 
any more than in the animal kingdom; and 
that the deviations from nature are never allowed 
to paſs certain bounds. Beyond theſe, ſays he, 
every thing retains that order at firſt eſtabliſned 
by the wiſdom of the Creator. 


— — — — — — - 
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X. 


Nouvelles recherches pour ſervir d determiner la 
Nature de la Bile, par M. Cadet. Vid. Hi- 
ftoire de J Acadimie Royale des Sciences, Annie 
1769. 4to, Paris. 


N a former memoir, of which an account 
has already been given in theſe Commenta- 
ries, Mr Cadet had delivered his ſentiments 
concerning the bile, at conſiderable length. 
He was induced, however, to reſume the con- 
ſideration of this ſubject, in conſequence of a 


diſſertation publiſhed at Straſburgh by Mr. 


Roederer. 


In that diſſertation, the author had aſſerted, 
that the bile contains an acid, and that it coagu- 
lates milk. Suppoſing theſe aſſertions to be 
well founded, it could not be eſteemed a real 
ſoap, which Mr Cadet had before attempted to 
prove. In the paper now before us, he en- 
deavours to offer ſuch a confirmation of his 
former opinion, as may remove any doubt 
ariſing from Mr Roederer's experiments. 
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Mr Cadet mixed bile with milk in a variety 
of ways; and, from the reſult of ſix experi- 
ments, it appeared that the milk ſuffered no 
decompoſition or coagulation. He ſtill con- 
cludes, therefore, as he had formerly done, 
that the bile is an alkaline in the ſame manner 
as ſoap is. He accounts for the acid which Mr 
Roederer imagined he had diſcovered in it, 
from ſuppoſing that it may be the effect of an 
acid fermentation; and this, he alledges, may 
be owing to the gelatinous part which it con- 
tains. At the ſame time, he obſerves, that, 
in his own experiments, he could never diſcover 
any acid fermentation in the bile, and that it 
always paſſed very quickly into a ſtate of pu- 
trefaction. | | 

The author, therefore, is inclined to believe 
that, in Mr Roederer's experiments, the coagu- 
lation of milk muſt either have been owing to 
the milk being already diſpoſed to be ſour, or 
to the bile being changed in its nature. He ob- 
ſerves, however, that the effect of bile thus 
degenerated can be conſidered only as a ſolitary 
fact, and that no general concluſion can be 
drawn from 1t with regard to the conſtituent 
principles of the bile. He imagines, there- 
fore, that his former concluſions were well 
founded ; and that the bile is an animal ſoap, 
void of all evolved acid. 
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XI. 


Memoire ſur des Inſectes ſur leſquelles on trouve 
des Plantes, par M. Fougeroux de Bondaroy. 
Vid. Hiſtoire de  Academie Royale des Sciences, 7+ Pp 
Annee 1769. 4to, Paris, 1 


T has often been obſerved, that ſome plants 15 
grow upon others, and derive their nouriſn- | ® 
ment from them : But it is by no means fo | | 
generally known, that vegetables can take root 1 
and flouriſh on living animals. Mr Fougeroux 101 
has had an opportunity of obſerving ſome in- WF 
ſtances of this extraordinary fact. Theſe ob- il 
ſervations, together with what other naturaliſts | 
have ſaid upon the ſubject, furniſh matter for lj 
the memoir now before us, ] 


The plants, of which an account is here 
given by Mr Fougeroux, are perfectly the re- | 
verſe of the worm-plant of China, deſcribed | 
by Mr Reaumur in the year 1726. For, in that 
caſe, a worm fixes its ſnout into the extremity 
of the plant, and derives nouriſhment from it. 
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But the plants, of which an account is here given; 
derive their nouriſhment from the animals. 


In this memoir, Mr Fougeroux propoſes to 
point out different inſects upon which plants do 
grow; and to propoſe what ſeems to him the 
moſt probable method of accounting for this 
conjunction. The greateſt part of the animal 
plants, which he has ſeen, grow, he tells us, 
on the chryſalis of a ſpecies of cicada. The 
plant growing on theſe inſects has got the gene- 
ric name of Clavaria, becauſe its ſtalks and 
branches, when it has any, are terminated by 
tubercles, which give the appearance of little 
clubs. The root of this plant, in general, 
covers the body of the inſect, and ſometimes 
is even extended over its head. When theſe 


productions have for ſome time been preſerved 


in ſpirits, the plant and animal may be ſeparated 
from each other without hurting either. Small 
grooves, formed by the rings of the animal, 
may be obſerved running croſs the roots of the 


plant: But no veſtige can be found of the root's 


having any where penetrated the body of the 
inſect. Theſe plants produce fibres differing in 
length and number. The fibres are terminated 
by tubercles, which, before the plant arrives at 


maturity, are ſolid; but, after that period, theß 
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are found punctured, probably by worms which 
have ſuffered a metamorphoſis upon eſcaping 
from them. 


According to Mr. Fougeroux, plants grow, 
not only on the chryſalis of the cicada, but upon 
the cicada itſelf. He ſaw one of this kind upon 
a cicada brought from Cayenne. The plant, 
in this caſe, differed from the clavaria already 
mentioned. It was a ſpecies of fucus, com- 
poſed of long, white, ſilky fibres, covering the 
body of the inſect, and extending, from ſeven 
to eight lines, above and below its belly. 


The author has found the clavaria formerly 
deſcribed growing upon worms, He has found 
it chiefly upon thoſe worms which, ſuffering a 
metamorphoſis, become afterwards a ſmall ſpe- 
cies of May-bug. This chryſalis, he obſerves, 
is very different from that of the cicada, and, 
even in its worm-ſtate, may cally be diſtin- 
guiſhed from it, 


After deſcribing theſe different racks of 


animal plants, the author next proceeds to offer 


his opinion upon this ſubject. He firſt conſi- 
ders what had been ſaid by Dr Watſon, in the 
philoſophical tranſactions, concerning the vege- 


cating fly of the Caribbee iſlands. Dr, Watſon's. 
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account of theſe flies is, that they bury them- 
ſelves about the month of May, and begin to 
be metamorphoſed in June; and that the little 
plant which grows upon them reſembles a branch 
of coral, is about three inches in height, and 
carries ſmall protuberances, where worms are 
generated, which are again converted into flies. 
The author imagines, that, in this account, Dr 
Watſon has been deceived by the worms which 
he has already obſerved will eat into the clava- 
ria, and undergo a change in the holes which 
they have there made. Mr Fougeroux 1s rather 
inclined to adopt the opinion of Dr Hill, found- 
ed upon obſervations made at Martinico. There 
the cicadae are very frequent, and, during their 
chryſalid ſtate, bury themſelves among dead 
leaves, to wait their metamorphoſis. Dr Hill 
imagines, that the ſeeds of the clavaria are 
then attached to them, and are afterwards de- 
veloped, much in the ſame manner as the Fun- 


gus ex pede equino grows upon the hoofs of 
dead horſes, 


It may appear aſtoniſhing, that the clavaria 
ſhould attach itſelf ſo conſtantly to the nym- 
phae of the cicadae in America, as it is not 
obſerved to do ſo in other countries. For this 
Mr Fougeroux attempts to account, from view- 

2 ing 
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ing the clavaria as a paraſite peculiar to this 
ſpecies of inſect; from the great number of 
the nymphae of cicadae which abound in Ame- 
rica; and from the circumſtances of the climate 
and ſoil, which may render this phaenomenon 
very common there, although it be not obſerved 
in Europe. 


Many particulars reſpecting this ſubject pro- 
bably ſtill remain to be inveſtigated. Mr Fou- 
geroux, therefore, recommends it to thoſe 
lovers of natural hiſtory, who have themſelves 
an opportunity of examining facts of this kind, 
to multiply obſervations, by which a full ac- 
count of this phaenomenon may be obtained. 


XII. 


Memoire dans lequel cn demontre Paction du Pou- 
mon ſur P Aorte, pendant le temps de la Reſpi- 
ration; et ou Pon prouve, que dans Þ Enfant 
qui vient de naitre, le Poumon aroit reſpire 
avant le gauche. Par M. Portal. Vid. Hliſ- 
toire de l Academie Royale des Sciences, Annes 
1769. 4to, Paris, 


N this memoir the author ſets out with ob- 
= ſerving, that no anatomiſt has hitherto given 
a perfect deſcription of the trachea, To ſupply 
oo this 
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this defect, we are here preſented with one by 
himſelf. 

The trachea, he obſerves, when it reaches as 
far down as the ſecond or third vertebra of 
the back, divides into two branches. Theſe 
branches, which are termed bronchi, according 
to our author, differ from each other in thick - 
neſs, length, and direction. The right, he 
affirms, 1s about one fourth part thicker, and 
one fifth ſhorter than the left, while the direc- 
tion of theſe tubes undergoes changes at different 
ages. The left bronchial tube, in a foetus, is 
more inclined backwards than it 1s in an infant 
after reſpiration has once taken place; and the 
right, in an infant born to the full time, is 
more elevated than before birth. 


After ſubjoining ſame other obſervations on 
the ſtructure of theſe parts, the author farther 
obſerves, that the right bronchial tube has free 
motion in that cavity of the thorax into which 
it paſſes, while the left is cloſely contracted by 
the aorta. In conſequence of this, the motions 
which take place in theſe two muſt mutually 
affect each other. To confirm his opinion, 
two inſtances are here ſubjoined. 


Upon the diſſection of a patient, who be- 


fore death had complained of great difficulty of 
breathing, 
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breathing, the paſſage of the left bronchial tube 
was much ſtraitened by an aneuriſm at the cur- 
vature of the aorta, And, in a man who had 
a wonderful 1::cgularity of pulſe, the left lobe 
of the lungs being filled with tubercles, the 
bronchial tube of the ſame ſide was raiſed 
higher than uſual, by which means it com- 
preſſed the concave part of the curvature of 
the aorta, Aiter narrating theſe inſtances, he 
next remarks, that, in reſpiration, the left 
bronchial tube is raiſed from its place, and car- 
ries the aorta along with it. In proof of this 
opinion, which, he thinks, may be of uſe in 
the practice of phyſic, he adduces ſome obſer- 
vations which he has himſelf made in opening 

living animals, | 
The diſſection of a kitten which he killed a 
few minutes after its being brought forth, gives 
him occaſion for ſome farther remarks. In this 
animal, the right lung was of a whitiſh colour, 
filled the whole cayity of the cheſt, and ſwam 
in water. The left was of a dark red colour, 
in a collapſed ſtate, and ſunk in water. Bur, 
upon being blown into, it kept upon the ſur- 
face of the water, in the ſame manner as the 
right. From this he concluded, that, in the 
firſt reſpirations, the air enters only into the 
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right lobe of the lungs. In this opinion he 
was confirmed, by repeated trials made upon 
other animals, and upon a human foetus which 
had never breathed. Upon blowing into the 


trachea, he found the right lung much more 
diſtended than the left. 


He maintains, that this circumſtance may 
eaſily be explained, from the remarks he had 
before made concerning the ſtructure of the 
parts. And he concludes with pointing it out, 
as a particular well meriting the attention of 
thoſe who are called in criminal caſes, to deter- 
mine whether a child has breathed or not. The 
right lobe may ſwim in water, while the left 
ſinks. From truſting to a ſingle trial, there- 
fore, diſagreeable miſtakes may be produced, 
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I. 


A Caſe of incarcerated Hernia Cured, by Mr 
William Chalmers, Surgeon in Edinburgh, 


1 eight or nine years ago, a ſtrong 

healthy man, aged ſeventy- ſeven, by trade 
a baker, imagining he was to ſit down upon 
a chair, which, by miſtake, had been removed, 
accidentally fell to the ground. Immediately 
upon this, a ſmall tumour was obſerved in his 
right groin. As it was concluded to be a hernia, 
he uſed a truſs for it, and continued for a long 
time free from any great uneaſineſs. If at any 
time it appeared, he could with great eaſe reduce 
it himſelf, till about five or ſix months ago. It 
then remained down for three days ſucceſſively, 
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but without any violent ſymptom; and at the 
end of that time it went up of itſelf. He re- 
mained in good health till the fourth of February 
1773, when, upon an over exertion at work, 
the tumour appeared more large and tenſe than 
it had ever done before. 

On the ſixth of February, I firſt ſaw him; 
and found the tumour larger than a man's fiſt, 
of an oval ſhape, and girded at the ring of the 
obliquus deſcendens muſcle, as if a bit of tape 
had been tied round it, being much narrower 
there than at the lower part. The teſticle could 
be diſtinctly felt. He complained of pain, when 
the tumour was touched ; he had paſſed nothing 
by ſtool for four days ; he vomited every thing 
he took; he was affected with pain in his belly; 
his thirſt was exceſiive z his ſkin hot; his pulſe 
beat ninety ſtrokes ina minute, and was full and 
ſtrong, In this ſituation he was blooded, fo- 
mented, and got ſeveral cathartics, both by the 
mouth, and in the way of injections. Many 
attempts were at the ſame time made to reduce 
the tumour, both by himſelf and by me. 
But all was to no purpoſe. 


Feb. 8. The ſymptoms above enumerated 
were much aggravated, with the addition of 


frequent hickuping. Two ſurgeons viſited him 
along 
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along with me, who agreed with me in opinion 
that the caſe was a ſtrangulated hernia, and that 
the operation was abſolutely neceſſary. It was 
accordingly performed that night. Upon 
opening the ſac, I found that its contents were 
the caput coli, proceſſus vermiformis, and part 
of the colon, Theſe I had never before ob- 
ſerved down, in any other caſe in which I had 
formerly operated. It likewiſe deſerves to be 
remarked, that, although it was only four days 
ſince the deſcent of the gut, there were ſeveral 
ſtrong adheſions to the back part of the ſac. 
They were, however, ſafely cut through, and 
the gut returned into the abdomen, Soon after 
the operation, there enſued a conſiderable hae- 
morrhage ; and, upon removing the dreſſings, 
the inteſtines were found to be protruded as 
much as before. They were returned, the lips 
of the wound fecured by a ligature, and a bit 
of ſponge applied to the part from which the 
blood oozed molt copiouſly, 


Feb. 9. He had paſſed a pretty eaſy night. 
After the operation, he vomited a little, but 
none again till that forenoon. He had not yet, 
however, got any paſſage by ſtool; I therefore 
ordered a clyſter, which operated twice. For 

the 
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the reſt of the day he continued pretty eaſy, 
and his pulſe came down to eighty. 


Feb. 10. He had a very bad night, vomited 
inceſſantly, complained much of pain in his 
belly, and had exceſſive thirſt. He then got 
a calomel bolus, and a ſolution of Glauber's 
ſalt with manna; but he had no ſtool. He 
continued in the ſame way all that day; his 
pulſe was feeble and intermitted frequently, and 
his look was pale and languid. 


Feb. 11. He continued much as before, till 
about ſix in the morning, when he had ſeveral 
copious ſtools, and paſſed a good deal of hard- 
ened foeces, by which he was much relieved. 
After this, he continued pretty eaſy for the reſt 
of the day. His pulſe was not ſo feeble 


as it had been the day before, but it ſtill 


intermitted. 


Feb. 12. He was reſtleſs during the greateſt 
part of the night, but towards morning had ſome 
ſleep. He had not been affected with any return 
of vomiting ſince ſix o'clock the preceding 
morning. His pulſe was ſtronger, his look better 
than before; and at times he took ſome food. 
But, as he had no ſtool during the night, he 
was ordered electuary of cream of tartar. 


Feb, 
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Feb. 13. He had ſeveral ſtools during the 
night; in the day-time he ſlept quietly ; his pulſe 
was fuller and ſtronger than it had been at any 
time ſince the operation z and he did not com- 
plain of thirſt, 


Feb. 14. He was reſtleſs in the beginning 
of the night, but ſlept a good deal in the fote- 
noon, and had two ſtools during the day. 


Feb. 15. The wound was dreſſed, had a good 
appearance, and was beginning to ſuppurate 
but a new ſet of ſymptoms now ſuperveened. 
On the preceding evening, a tumour appeared 
upon the ſide of his head, which ſeemed to be 
the parotid gland enlarged: He complained 
much of its being painful, particularly upon 
being touched. A poultice of bread and milk 


was applied to it. Through the night, however, 


he continued reſtleſs and uneaſy, ſlept very little, 
was delirious when he awoke, was much affected 
with heat, and thirſt, complained of univerſal 
' ſoreneſs, and his pulſe was 96. 


Feb. 16. He had a very bad night, and con- 


tinued in every reſpect much the ſame as the day 
before. 


Feb. 17. The wound was again dreſſed, and 
continued to look well. The tumour on his 
Yor. I. D d cheek 
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cheek was eaſier, and diminiſhed in ſize: But 
he had paſſed a reſtleſs night; his pulſe was 
feeble, and intermitted frequently; and his 
itrength was much exhauſted. 


Feb. 19. His wound continued to ſuppurate 
well. He had been reſtlels for the two preceed- 
ing nights, but ſlept a little in the day time. 


Feb. 20. He had not got paſſage by ſtoo} 
for three days paſt. His belly was tenſe , he 
was uneaſy through the night, and ſlept none. 
But the following night he had ſeveral ſtools, 
by which he was much relieved; and on the 
22d he continued eaſter; but he ſtill complained 
of ſome pain along the courſe of the colon; and 
his belly continued more full and tenſe than 
when in health. The wound was completely 
ſuppurated, and looked well. 


Mar. 1. For ſeveral days before, he had been 
free from all complaints; he was gradually grow- 
ing ſtronger, and the wound beginning to con- 
tract; by the 8th it was much contracted, and 
on the 18th was almoſt healed. But I then 
found, that, for ſome days, he had been gradually 
loſing ſtrength. He was at times affected with heat 
and fiuſhings ; much troubled with cough; he 
expectorated, with great difficulty, a thick viſcid 

Phlegm, 
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phlegm, and his breathing was very laborious. 
By the 26th, however, all his complaints were 
better, and the wound perfectly healed. 


About the beginning of May, he was ſo well 
as to be able to walk above three miles in a day, 
without any inconvenience. But, after that, he 
had a ſevere fit of the gout, from which how- 
ever, he 1s ſince recovered ; and continues now, 


July 29th, in perfect health. 


II. 


Extract of a Letter from Dr Graham Phyſſcian in 
Stirling, to Dr Hope, Profeſſor of Botany in the 
Univerſity of Edinburgh, concerning the external 
application of Deadly Nightſhade. 


| Funn years paſt, I have uſed the Bella- 

dona externally with ſucceſs, in hard ill- 
conditioned tumours and ulcers, I ſhall give 
you an inſtance of the good effects of this 
practice. 


A middle aged woman became affected with 
an uncommon difficulty in diſcharging her 
foeces, which gradually encreaſed to ſuch a 
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degree, that at length ſhe could have no ſtool, 
without the aſſiſtance of injections. By the help 
of theſe, however, ſne continued for a conſider- 
able time without aſking advice about her com- 
plaint. But, by degrees, it became more and 
more difficult for her to introduce the clyſter- 
pipe; and at length ſhe found it almoſt impoſſi- 
ble. In this unhappy ſituation ſhe ſent for me. 

Upon introducing my finger by the anus, it 
was ſtopped by a hard tumour, ſeated in the 
anterior part of the rectum, immediately above 
the ſphincter. I was likewiſe ſenſible of the 
ſame obſtruction, upon introducing my finger 
by the vagina. This tumour, as far as I could 
judge, was about the ſize of a man's fiſt, She 
ſometimes complained of violent pains darting 
ſuddenly through it. At other times it gave 
her no other uneaſineſs, than what might be ſup- 
poſed to proceed from obſtructed foeces. She 
was always free from any degree of fever. 


In this unfavourable cafe, I imagined that 
little could be done, unleſs by external applica- 
tions; and that from theſe much could not be 
expected. I ordered a poultice made of the root 
of Bclladona, boiled in milk, to be applied to the 
anus and perineum, and to be renewed every 
morning and evening. Such was the effect of 

this 
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this application, that in forty eight hours after 
it was firſt employed, a clyſter-pipe could be 
introduced with eaſe. She became daily ſen- 
ſible of the reſiſtance diminiſhing; and in the 
ſpace of a month was reſtored to perfect health. 
There was in this caſe no ſuppuration, nor 
even the ſmalleſt diſcharge of any matter which 
might be ſuppoſed to come from the tumour, 
either by the anus or vagina, But the tumour 
gradually diminiſhed in ſize, and, in a few days 
after the application of the nightſhade, the 


ſurface of it could plainly be felt in a wrinkled 
ſtate. 


I could write you more examples of the good 
effects of this plant externally applied. Some- 
times I have ſeen bad effects from its being taken 
internally; but I never ſaw an inſtance of any one 
dying from it. I remember, indeed, to have 
heard of a ſoldier who died after eating the ber- 
ries. But I have been aſſured by ſome people 
here, that, when they were boys at ſchool, they 
have drunk the juice of the berries in no incon- 
ſiderable quantities, without being hurt by it. 
This, I own, I have ſome difficulty in believing. 


Yet the plant grows in great abundance in the 


neighbourhood of this town, and it is well 
known to every body. 
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III. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr Goodſir Surgeon at 
Largo, to Dr Duncan Phyfician in Edinburgh, 
concerning the Effects of the Flowers of Zinc. 


Have uſed the flowers of Zinc in ſeveral 


caſes, In the two following ones it ſcems to 
have had a good effect. 


About five or fix years ago, a girl was ſeized 
with a hyſteric fit, after walking barefooted 
among ſnow; and, ever fince that time, ſhe has, 
at intervals, been affected with fits of the ſame 
kind. But, for theſe three years paſt, they have 
gradually become more ſevere than before, and 
recurred more frequently. During the fits, ſhe 
is ſometimes aſſected with obſtinate contractions 
in different parts of her body. At other times, 
ſhe will be ſcized with ſuch violent convulſions, 
as to throw her out of bed. 


After trying with her a great variety of medi- 
cines, fome of which gave a temporary relief, I 
had at length recourſe to the zinc. The firſt 
doſe ſhe took was to the quantity of a grain, 
during the time of the fit. She had no ſooner 
iwallowed it, than ſhe was ſenſible, as ſhe 

expreſſes 
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expreſſes it, of a ſenſe of creeping, all over the 
ſurface of her body: And, ſoon after, the 
ſpaſms, with which ſhe was before affected, 
were entirely relaxed, She has continued the 
zinc ever ſince, which is now ſix weeks, and, 
during that ſpace, ſhe has been much freer 
from fits, than at any time for theſe five years 
palt, 

If ſhe takes the zinc during a fit, it has now 
a very lingular effect. Her complaints imme- 
diately leave the region of her ſtomach, and 
attack the inferior extremities. This ſhe has 
repeatedly obſerved. I myſelf ſaw it this day. 
She complained much of pain in her breaſt, 
from which, upon taking a doſe of the zinc, ſhe 
was immediately relieved : But her legs became 
ſo ſtiff, that ſhe was unable to walk. 


The other caſe, in which I have employed 
the zinc with ſome ſucceſs, 1s that of a young 
man afflicted with epilepſy. His fits are pre- 
ceded by an aura epileptica, ariſing from the 
inſide of the knee-joint. After trying ſeveral 
medicin2s, both internally, and topically to the 
knee, without any eftect, I had at length re- 
courſe to the zinc. He has now uled it for 
{ome time, and thinks himſelf much better, 
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M* John Hunter of London, in lectures 
which he read laſt winter, offered ſome 
curious obſervations on the exfoliation of bopes, 
Noughing, and cauſtics. The following ac- 
count of them, will, we apprehend, be highly 
acceptable to moſt 'of our readers. 

Mr Hunter is of opinion, that the ſepara- 
tion of the dead parts of animals from the 
living has not hitherto been properly explained, 
He obſerves, that one part of a bone is never 
thrown off from another, by the rotting of the 
dead part, fince that which comes away is as 
ſound, and as free from putrefaction as it ever 


was. It is impoſſible, that the hitherto ſup- 


poſed fungus between the ſound and unſound 


parts of a bone, ſhould ever take place in the 
| manner 
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manner that has been alledged. There is no 
room for ſuch a fungus; and granulations in 
cells are by no means adequate to the effect. 
Beſides this, exfoliation takes place ſooneſt in 
thoſe bones in which there are the feweſt cells, 
and where there is the cloſeſt coheſion, 


Before any part of a bone can be thrown off 
by exfoliation, it muſt be dead, But even 
then, till the proceſs of exfoliation begins, the 
bone adheres as ſtrongly as ever, and would 
remain for years, before it could be ſeparated 
by putrefaction alone. Bones are compoſed of 
two ſubſtances, a true animal matter, and an 
earthy matter, only intermixed with the other, 
Hard bones have a greater proportion of both 
theſe ſubſtances, in a given ſpace z but at the 
ſame time they have fewer veſſels, A dead 
bone acts upon the ſyſtem in the ſame manner 
as any other extraneous body. It ſtimulates 
the adjacent living parts; in conſequence of 
which ſuch a proceſs is begun as muſt terminate 
in its being thrown off. 

The effects of this ſtimulus are, I/, That 
the living adjacent bone becomes more val- 
cular; a circumſtance which always takes 
place, when a part has more to do than is juſt 
jufticient for the ſupport of life. 2dly, That 

the 
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the carth of the living part, where it is in con- 
act with the dead bone, is abſorbed. Hence 
the bone becomes ſofter, as if it had been 
joaked in an acid, and adheres by its animal 
matter only. galy, That the living animal 
part is at laſt abſorbed along the ſurfaces of 
contact. This part of the proceſs commences 
long before the laſt is finiſhed. Both of them 
begin firit at the ſurface, though, in their 
courie, they do not every where take place in 
an equal degree at the ſame time. And, 4thiy, 
That, in proportion to the waſte made by 
che laſt part of the proceſs, a fungus ariſes 
from the living ſurface, and fills up the inter- 
mediate ſpace; ſo that there may be no vacuum. 

Theſe different ſtages taken together con- 
ſtitute ulccration. When any part of a bone 
is once looſe, it will be puſhed to the ſurface 
in the fame manner as molt other inanimate 
bodies would be; and this ſtage is partly 
mechanical, partly a continuation of ulceration. 
A proof of the third ſtage mentioned above 
may be derived from thoſe caſes where people 
die while exfoliation is going on. A ſmall 
groove, or worm: eaten canal, can then be diſ- 
covered, Which becomes gradually deeper, and 
follows the irregularitics of the living and 


dead 
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dead ſurfaces. After the application of the 
trepan, a circular piece of bone is frequently 
thrown off, which is always leſs than the ſpace 
from which it came. This, however, could 
never be the caſe, were there not a loſs of 


ſubſtance. 


The bones of grown people exfoliate ſooner 
than thoſe of young people, This probably 
happens from the nature of the bone itſelf; as 
all hard bones, and hard parts of bones, ex- 
foliate ſooner, when deprived of life, than 
thoſe which are ſoft and ſpungy. Perhaps, 
hard bones become ſooner dead, from their 
having fewer veſſels. 


Cauſtics, or actual cautery, do not in gene- 
ral haſten exfoliation. They produce death 
only in part of the bone, Which is the firſt 
ſtep towards exfoliation. If cauſtics ever haſten 
exfoliation where the bone is already dead, it 
muſt be by producing inflammation in the 
adjacent living bone. This brings about a 
change in it, and makes it exert a power which 
it was incapable of doing before. 

Mr Hunter cannot ſay that he ever ſaw a 
cartilage exfoliate, although he has ſeen above 
fifty caſes, in which cartilages were expoſed, 
and has paid particular attention to this ſubject, 

He 
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He has ſeen a cartilage ſcraped, and yet no 
{ſenſible exfoliation enſued. He once ſaw 2 
cale where a cartilage became dead, turned 
black, and came wholly away from the end 
of the bone. But, upon examinatian, he found 


that part of the end of the bone had at the 
ſame time exfoliated, and fallen off with the 


cartilage; ſo that it was by no means the 
exfoliation of a cartiJage from a cartilage. 

He is of opinion, that, in ſloughing, the 
proceſs is nearly the ſame as in exfoliation. In 
this caſe, however, there is no earth to be 
abſorbed. Thus, the conſtitution, in throwing 
off a ſoſt part, has nothing to do with what 
correſponds to the ſecond ſtage, in throwing off 
bone. By this means, the ſeparation is com- 
pleted in a much ſhorter time, Parts endowed 
naturally with moſt animal life ſlough ſooner 
than thoſe which have leſs. As for example, 
ſkin and muſcles ſeparate ſooner than tendons 
and ligaments. 


Mr Hunter is of opinion, that, in applying 
cauſtics, it is often of ſome conſequence to be 
able to leſſen the pain; eſpecially when women 
and children are concerned. Far obtaining this 
end, he recommends the application of the 
extract of opium to the part, for an hour before 


the 


COMMENTARIES. 429 


the cauſtic be employed. He adviſes likewiſe, 
that the cauſtic be previouſly mixed with the 
extract of opium inſtead of ſoap. The idea of 
this practice occurred to him many years ago, 


when he was houſe-ſurgeon to St. George's 
Hoſpital. 


Laſt winter, Dr Hunter met with a very ſin- 
gular caſe of a conception in the Fallopian 
tube. In conlequence of that tube's having 
burſt, an internal haemorrhage had enſued, 
which occaſioned the death of the woman, He 
ſhewed the parts to his pupils. The uterus 
was enlarged nearly as much as it would have 
been, at the period at which the woman died, 
had the conception been in it; and the mem- 
brana decidua was diſtinctly ſeen lining the 
fundus uteri. He obſerved, that this caſe con- 
firmed two opinions which he had before enter- 
tained, concerning the gravid uterus. Ir ſhewed, 
that the enlargement of the impregnated uterus 
does not happen mechanically from the encreaſ- 
ing bulk of its contents. It ſhewed likewiſe, 
that the decidua, or outer ſtratum of the ſecun- 
dines, belongs to the uterus, and not to the 
ovum, or that part of the conception which is 
brought from the ovarium. 
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During Dr Hunter's courſe of anatomy in 
the Spring 1773, Mr Cruickſhank employed 
himſelf pretty much in making injections of 
the kidney, liver, and lungs of the adult hu- 
man ſubject. The following particulars were 
the reſult of theſe injections: 1/2, In one caſe, 
he puſhed his injection from the artery to the 
pelvis and ureter, without any rupture of veſ- 
ſels. 2dly, In another, he injected the pelvis 
and ureter from the vein, which he thought 
ſucceeded better than from the artery. 3d, 
In three different kidneys, he injected from the 
ureters the tubuli uriniferi, for a conſiderable 
length along the mamillae; and, in one caſe, 
a number of the veins on the external ſurface 
of the kidney were evidently filled with the 
injection. In all theſe experiments, the colour- 
ing matter of the injection was vermilion. Aly. 
In moſt of his injections of the arteries of the 
kidney, he found what anatomiſts have called 
cryptae, and have deſcribed as cells, to be ex- 
ceedingly fine convolutions of very ſmall arte- 
ries. 5thly, He has often filled the lymphatics 
of the lungs and liver with quickſilver; and 
from the lymphatics of the liver he has been 
able, twice in the adult, and once in the foetus, 
to fill the thoracic duct itſelf. 

I The 


COMMENTARIES. 431 


The high expectations which the public have 
long entertained of Dr Hunter's anatomical 
plates of the gravid uterus, will probably be 
ſoon ſatisfied, The text for theſe plates is now 
in the preſs; and it is thought that they will 
for certain be publiſhed during the courſe of the 
enſuing winter, 


An accurate ſurvey has this ſummer been 
made of the number of inhabitants in the town 
of Mancheſter. By it an exact account has 
been obtained of the number of houſes, fami- 
lies, males, females, married, widowers, Wi- 
dows, under fifteen, above fifty, male lodgers, 
female lodgers, and houſes which are in that 
town. The expence of this ſurvey was de- 
frayed by a ſubſcription fer on foot by that 
induſtrious phyſician and philolopher Dr Per- 
cival, who has tranſmitted a particular account 
of it to the Royal Society, As an accurate 
enumeration of the inhabitants of any town is 
the only foundation upon which uſeful bills of 
mortality can be eſtabliſhed, it is unqueſtionably 
a ſubject which weill merits the attention of 
phy ſicians in general. 


Dr Colin Drummond, who was choſen preſi— 


dent of the Royal College of Phylicians in 
Edinburgh, at their annual election in Decem- 
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ber laſt, having gone to reſide in Briſtol, ſent 
a demiſſion of his office. Upon this the col- 
lege, at their quarterly meeting on the third 
of Auguſt, unanimouſly made choice of Dr 
William Cullen to be their preſident, till next 
annual election. At the above meeting, Dr 
Nathan Spens was admitted a licentiate of 
the college. | 


Dr Robert Hamilton, phyſician at Lynn Regis 
in Norfolk, has ſent to the philoſophical ſociety 
at Edinburgh, an accurate hiſtory of the 
Mumps, a diſeaſe which for many years has 
been very prevalent in the town where he re- 
ſides, and its neighbourhood. He points out 
particularly the neceſſity of attending in prac- 
tice, to that remarkable alternation which takes 
place between the ſwelling of the face and 
teſticles. And he mentions more than one in- 
ſtance, in which, after the teſticle had been 
greatly ſwelled, upon the diſeaſe going off, it 
was entirely waſted away, in ſo much, that the 
tunica vaginalis became an empty bag. 


In a late diſſection of a pregnant woman, at 
Dublin, a double uterus has been found. The 
vagina was divided by a ſeptum, and the two 
paſſages thus formed communicated each with 
a ſeparate uterus. Theſe two uteri lay on 
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different ſides, one ovarium and one Fallopian 
tube belonging to each. The one uterus was 
in an impregnated, the other, in an unimpreg- 
nated ſtate. A full account of this uncommon 
appearance, with an accurate drawing of it, 
which was taken at the time of the diſſection, 
will probably be ſoon communicated to the 
world, in ſome of the public tranſactions. 


The great ſucceſs which has attended the be- 
nevolent endeavours of the ſociety, inſtituted 
ſome years ago at Amſterdam, for the recovery 
of drowned perſons, has induced ſeveral other 
ſtates in Europe to follow their example. In- 
ſtitutions of a ſimilar nature have accordingly 
been ſet on foot at Hamburgh, Venice, Milan, 
Padua, Vienna, and Paris. Dr Alexander 
Johnſon, in the account which he has lately 
publiſhed of theſe foreign ſocieties, has endea- 
voured to point out the utility and advantage 
which would accrue to Great Britain from a 
ſimilar inſtitution, and to rouze the attention 
of his countrymen to this ſubject, The par- 
ticulars pointed out, as chiefly claiming the 
attention of ſuch inſtitutions, are to inform the 
common people of the meaſures which may be 
molt effectually employed for the recovery of 
drowned perſons ; to caution them againſt 
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practices which have hitherto been frequently 
employed, but which experience has now 
ſhewn to be pernicious; to inſtigate them, by 
proper rewards, to the exertion of every en- 
deavour for the recovery of life apparently 
loſt; and to defray any expences that may be 
incurred in ſuch humane attempts. Dr John- 
ſon promiſes, provided his deſign meets with 
ſufficient encouragement, to publiſh inſtructions 
for the proper treatment, in the various acci- 
dents in which he apprehends relief may be 
adminiſtered, „5 
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S E T. VNV. 


A Lift of new Books, 


CCC 


T = E philoſophical tranſactions, giving 
ſome account of the preſent undertakings, 

ſtudies, and labours of the ingenious, in many 
conſiderable parts of the world, vol. 62. for 
the year 1772, 4to, London. 
b An abridgment of Baron Van Swieten's 
commentaries, upon the aphoriſms of the cele- 
brated Dr Herman Boerhaave, late profeſſor of 
phyſic, &c. in the univerſity of Leyden, con- 
cerning the knowledge and cure of diſeaſes, 
By Colin Hoſſack, M. D. of Colcheſter, phy- 
ſician to his late Royal Highneſs Frederick * 
Prince of Wales, vols. 1 & 2. 

Traite de la goutte, et de toutes les maladies 
chroniques, avec une methode naturelle et 
raiſonnee propre à les guerir, Ouvrage traduite 
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de PAnglois de Guillaume Cadogan, membre 
de la Faculté de medecine de Londres, 8vo, 
Paris. 


Statuts et rẽglemens generaux, pour les mai- 
tres en chirurgie des provinces du royaume; 
donnes a Marly le 24 Février 1730, 5me edi- 
tion, augmentẽe des edits, arrèts, et declara- 
tions, qui y ont rapport des differentes notes et 
eclairciſſemens, des modeles pour les lettres de 
maitriſe, &c. Dedie a M. de la Martiniere 
conſeiller d'etat, premier chirurgien du Roi, 
&c. Par M. le Bloud d'Oblen, avocat en par- 
lement, ſecretaire de M. le premier chirurgien 
du Roi, 8 vo, Paris. 


Elemens de pharmacie theorique et pratique, 
par M. Baume, Maitre apothecaire de Paris, 
& demonſtrateur en chymie; troiſiẽme edition, 
corrigeẽ et augmentẽe, 8 vo, Paris. 

La Phyſique des Dames, ou les quatre ele- 
mens; ouvrage utile pour diſpoſer a Vintelli- 
gence des meruveilles de la nature, par M. de 
Roſnay, 12mo, Paris. | 

Hiſtoire de PAcademie royale des ſciences, 
annee 1770, avec les memoires de mathemati- 


que et de phyſique pour la meme annce, tires 


des regiſtres de cette academie, 4to, Paris. 
Hiſtoire univerſelle du regne vegetal, ou 
Nouveau 
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Nouveau dictionaire phyſique et economique, de 
toutes les plantes qui croiſſent ſur la ſurface du 
globe, contenant leurs noms botaniques, et 
triviaux dans toutes les langues, leurs claſſes, 
leurs familles, leurs genres, et leurs eſpeces ; 
les animaux auxquelles elles peuvent ſervir de 
nourriture; leur analyſes chymiques; la ma- 
niere de les employer pour nos alimens tant 
ſolides que liquides; leur proprictes, non ſeule- 
ment pour le médecine des hommes, mais en- 
core pour celle des animaux; les doſes, et la 
maniere de le formuler, et les differens uſages 
pour leſquels on peut sen ſervir dans les arts et 
metiers, &c. Auquel on a joint une bibliothe- 
que raiſonne de tous les livres de botanique, 
Pexplication des differens termes uſités dans 
cette partie de Phiſtoire naturelle; une notice 
de tous les ſyſtemes z et enfin le liſte des pro- 
feſſeurs, et des jardins botaniques de l'Europe. 
24 vol. in fol. ornes de 1200 planches gravees 
en taille douce, par les meilleurs maitres, et 
deſſinẽes d'après nature ſur les plantes les plus 
rares du jardin du Roi, et de celui de Trianon, 
et d' apres la magnifique collection des plantes 
depoſce dans le cabinet des eſtampes a la bibli- 
otheque du Roi, commencee et executẽe par 


ordre et ſous les yeux de feu M. le Duc 
E e 3 d' Orleans 


— „))y1é%%4“ũ „ 4 22 3 POR 


«Ye <abas 


438 . 


d' Orleans regent du royaume, par Robert, 
Audriet, &c. et continue des nos jours, par 


M. Baſſeporte, 12 vols, folio. Paris. 


F. A. von Waſſerberg von den nutzein und 
der weiſe die luft rein zu halten. 1, e. F. A. von 
Waſſerberg on the advantages of pure air, and 
on the means of obtaining it. Vienna. 


Anfangs- grund der metallurgie, &c. i. e. 
Elements of mineralogy, tranſlated from the 


Latin of Wallerius, 8vo. Leipſic. 


Hortus Romanus, juxta ſyſtema Tournefor- 
tianum, paulo ſtrictius diſtributus a Georg, 
Bonelli Moregal. med. Prof. ſpecierum nomina 
ſuppeditante L. Sabbati Mera. hort. cuſtod, 
tom. 1. Romae. 

Zwey Canzelreden, &c. i. e. Twodiſcourſes 


on the legality of inoculation, pronounced on 
the 21ſt of November 1769 and 1770. Mittau. 


Dominici Vandelli, hiſt. nat. Prof. Reg. &c. 
Faſciculus plantarum prior. Liſbon. 

A treatiſe on the Kinkcough, with an appen- 
dix, containing an account of hemlock and its 
preparations, by William Butter, M. D. Fel- 
low of the Royal College of Phyſicians, Edin— 
burgh. 8 vo, London. 


A courſe of phyſiology, divided into twenty 
lectures, formerly given by the late learned 


3 Dr 
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Dr Henry Pemberton profeſſor of phyſic ar 
Greſham college, Fellow of the Royal Society, 
and of that at Berlin, now firſt publiſhed from 
the author's manuſcript, 8vo, London. 


Memoirs of the ſociety inſtituted at Amſter- 
dam in favour of drowned perſons; for the 
years 1767, 1768, 1769, 1770, 1771, tranſ- 
lated from the original, by Thomas Cogan, 
M. D. 8vo, London. 


Dictionaire des eaux et fontaines minérales, 
contenant Thiſtoire naturelle de toutes les fon- 
taines mincrales de la F rance, leur deſcription 
hiſtorique; leur ſituation, ranalyſe chymique 
des eaux et leurs propriẽtẽs pour les differentes 
maladies; avec des obſervations pratiques ſur 
Puſage qu'on doit eri faire, les diverſes me- 
thodes de gen ſervir, et le rẽgime qu il faut 
obſerver pendant leur uſage. On y a joint les 
differentes manieres d'analyſer les eaux mine- 
rales et d'en preparer d'artificielles, et une no- 
tice exacte de tous les ouvrages qui ont paru 
ſur cette matiere. 2 tomes, 8 vo, Paris, 


Cours complet d' anatomie en quinze plan- 
ches, peintẽs et graves en couleurs naturelles 
par M. Gautier Dagoty ſecond fil, et expli- 
quees par M. Jadelot profeſſeur d' anatomie, de 
la faculte de medecine de Nanci, et de PAca- 
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demie des ſciences et belles lettres de cette ville, 
folio. Paris. 

Obſervationes phaenomenorum electricorum 
in Hohen- Gebrachin et Priſling, prope Ratiſbo- 
nam, factae et expoſitae a Caeleſt. Steiglehner. 
O. S. B. &c. Regenſbourg. 

Curationum chirurgicarum, quae ad fiſtulam 
Jachrymalem huc uſque fuere adhibitae, hiſtoria 
critica, Auctore J. D. Metzger. M. D. Co- 
mitis Bentem- Steinfort Archiater, &c. Munſter, 

Analyſe des eaux thermales d' Alz en Savot ; 
dans laquelle on expoſe les diverſes manieres 
a uicr de ces eaux, la methode et le regime de 
vivre, qu'il convient de ſuivre pendant leur 
uface, et les differentes maladies pour leſquelles 
elles ſont employes; avec pluſieurs obſervations 
qui y ſont relatives, pour en conſtituer les pro- 
prietẽs. Par M. J. Daquin. M. D. de la facultẽ 
de Turin, medecin de PHotel-dieu de Cham- 
berry, et ſecretaire de la ſociẽtẽ q agriculteur 
de la meme ville. Chamberry. 

Bechers neue abhandlung von Carlſbad waſ- 
ſer. i. e. A new treatiſe on the Carlſbad waters, 
by David Becher, M. D. Prague. | 

Unterricht gegen die Kinder-Blattern, 1. e. 
Directions with regard to the ſmall-pox. Dant- 
zick. 

A hiſtory of a gentleman cured of _ heats in 
his face, written by himſelf, 8vo, London. 

2 Some 
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Some additional obſervations on the method. 
of preſerving leeds from foreign parts, for the 
benefit of our American colonies; with an ac- 
count of the garden of St Vincent's under the 
care of Dr George Young. By John Ellis, 
F. R. S. 4to. London. 


Advice to both ſexes in the venereal diſeaſe, 
and a method by which they may probably eſcape 
the infection in their intercourſes with each 


other, when one of the parties is foul, 12mo, 
London. 


Directions for the management of children, 
from the time of their birth to the age of ſeven 
years; and a plain and full account of every diſ- 
order to which they are ſubject, as well as of 
thoſe peculiar to the female ſex; with varieties of 
efficacious and eaſy remedies for each diſeaſe, ſe- 
lected from the beſt authors. By M. A. Clarke, 
M. D. and Profeſſor of midwifery, 8 vo, London.” 


Rxamen chymique des pommes de terre, dans 
lequel on traite des parties conſtituentes de bled. 
Par M. Parmentier, apothecaire-major de Photel 
royal des invalides, 12mo, Paris. 


Chymie experimentale et raiſonnce, par M. 
Baume Maitre Apothecaire de Paris, Demon- 
ſtrateur en Chymie, et de P Academie royale des 
Sciences, 3 tomes, 3 vo, Paris. 


Dictionaire 
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Dictionaire raiſonnee univerſel de matiere 


medicale, concernant les vegetaux, les animaux, 


et les mineraux, qui ſont d'uſage en medecine; 
leurs deſcriptions; leur analyſe, leurs vertus, leurs 
proprictes, &c. recueillies des manuſcrits origi- 
naux et des meilleurs auteurs, anciens et moderns, 
tant etrangers que de notre pays; avec une table 
raiſonnee de tous les noms que chaque pays a 
donnees aux memes vẽgẽtaux, animaux, et mi- 
neraux, 4 tomes, 8 vo, Paris. 

Tableau des maladies vencriennes, ſuivi de 
Pexpoſition des principales méthodes employees 
juſqu'ici pour les combatre. Ouvrage fonde ſur 
experience, et redige d' apres les principes des 
plus grands medecins, tant anciens que mo- 
dernes. Par M. C. E. Thion de la Chaume. 
Med. de la fac. de Paris, 8 vo, Paris. 

Recherches ſur les fievres, ſelon qu elles de- 
pendent des variations des ſaiſons, et tels qu'on 
les a obſervẽes A Londres ces vingt dernieres an- 
nces, avec des obſervations pratiques ſur la meil- 
leur maniere de les guerir. Par M. Guillaume 
Grant, M. D. Traduit de PAnglois par M. de 
la Febure, 2 tomes, 12mo, Paris. 

Hiſtoire naturelle du The, avec les obſerva- 


tions ſur les qualities medicales, et les effets qui 


reſultent de ſon uſage; par Jean Coakley Lettſome, 
M. D. Traduit de PAnglois, 12mo, Paris. 
| Avis 
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Avis aux gens de la campagne, ou traitè des 
les maladies le plus communes. Ouvrage tres 
utile aux paſteurs, chirurgiens, et gens de la 
campagne. Par M. Didelot, 12mo. Paris. 


| Demonſtrations elementaires de botanique I 
Puſage de l'ecole veterinaire, nouvelle edition, 
2 tomes, 8yo, A Lyons. 


Erxlobens betrachtungen, i. e. Reflections on 
natural hiſtory, by J. Ch. Erxloben. Gottingen. 


Ern. Jerem. Neifeld, M. D. Ratio medendi 
morbis circuli ſanguinei, monumentis praeſtan- 
tiſſimorum medicorum, tum veterum, tum vel 
maxime recentiorum, ſuperſtructa. Breſlaw. 


Caroli Strack, M. D. et in univerſ. Mogunt. 
med. prof. &c. Obſervationes medicinales de 
colica pictonum, maximeque ob arthritidem, 
12mo. Francfort. | 


Traitement de la petite verole des enfans, A 
Fuſage des habitans de la campagne, et du peu- 
ple dans les provinces meridionales ; auquel on a 
joint la methode actuelle d'inoculer la petite 
verole. Par. M. Henry Fouquet, M. D. 2 tomes, 
12mo, Amſterdam. 


J. F. Zuckert, M. D. von den wahr mitteln 
die enthloſung epidemiſchen krankheiten zu 
ver- 


„% MEDIC AE 6 


verhuten, 1. e. An eſſay on the means of pre- 


venting depopulation from epidemic diſeaſes, by 
F. F. Zuckert, M. D. Berlin. 


Diſſertationes medicae, quas ex auctoritate re- 
verendi admodum viri Gulielmi Robertſon SS. 
T. P. academiae Edinburgenae praefecti; nec 
non ampliſſimi ſenatus academici conſenſu, et 
nobiliſſimae facultatis medicae decreto; pro gradu 
doctoratus, ſummiſque in medicina honoribus et 
privilegus rite et legitime conſequendis; erudi- 
torum examini ſubjecerunt. 

Robertus-Butler Remmett, Britannus, De 
opit uſu in morbis inflammatoris. 


Georgius Pearſon, Britannus, De putredine 
animalibus poſt mortem ſuperveniente. 


Carolus Newman, Hibernus, De dyſpepſia. 


Joannes Ligertwood, Britannus, De angina 
inflammatoria. 


Jacobus Johnſtone, Britannus, De angina 
maligna. | 


- Gulielmus Wemyſs, Britannus, De oph- 
thalmia. 


Boyleus Coghlan, Hibernus, De plethora. 
Gulielmus Boyd, Hibernus, De diabete. 
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Bſorbents, their influence as promoting or retard- 
ing putrefaction | 282 
Acrell ]. G. obſervations on critical abſceſſes 36 
Adanſon, experiments for aſcertaining, whether 
changes take place among the ſpecies of plants 398 
Ajava ſeed, its uſe in the cure of colic 276 
Alkaline ſalt, experiments for proving its exiſtence 
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Calculi, biliary, means of preventing their formation 

Cancers cured by extirpation 

Caoutchouc reſin, an account of it 

—-— method of diſſolving it 

Caſcarilla, advantages of combining it with Peruvian 
bark 

Cauſtics, their influence on exfoliation 

Chalmers, William, his account of an incarcerated 
hernia 

Charcoal, obſervations on its noxious vapours 

Cheeſe, a chymical analyſis of it 

Cheſter, bill of mortality 

Child-bed fever, obſervations on it 

Cicuta, benefit reaped from the extra& of the ſeeds 

Coffee, experiments concerning it 

Colica pictonum alledged to ariſe from gout 

Columbo root, an account of it 

— its medicinal properties 

Convulſions during pregnancy, obſervations concern- 
ing chem 

Convulſions cured by cold bathing 

Cream of tartar, analyſis of 

— —— artificial method of making it 

— — method of rendering it ſoluble 

Crell, F. his experiments on putrefaction 

Critical abſceſſes, fatal conſequences from opening 
them | : 

Cruikſhank, William, his injections of the kidneys, 
liver, and lungs 
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De Haen, Antonius, ratio medendi continuata, pars 
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De la Roche, Daniel, his account of an epileptic caſe 
De Luc, Jean Antoine, philoſophical inquiries con- 
cerning the modifications of the atmoſphere 
De Normandie, John, analyſis of Briſtol waters 

Diureſis, its effects in an epidemic itch 
Drowning, experiments concerning it 
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Fractures, treatment of | 
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Gaber, John, on animal fluids 

Galeatius, Guſman, his obſervations on Peruvian bark 

Goodſir, John, his obſervations concerning the effects 
of the flowers of zinc | 

Graham, Dr. his account of the effects of deadly 
night-ſhade externally applied 

Gregory, John, anecdotes concerning him 

— elements of the practice of phyſic 


II 


Hall, Iſaac, his account of an uncommon tumour on 
the thigh 
Haller, Albertus, bibliotheca medicinae 
Hanly, P. his account of a ſteatomatous tumour 
Hanging, experiments concerning it 
Hannes, Chriſtianus, on convulſions 
Hart, James, on the flowers of zinc 
Head, diſorders of it from external violence 
Heart, obſervations on its action 
Heat of animals, obſervations concerning it 
— its effects upon barometers ; 
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rometers 
Hemlock, its inutility in cancers 


— —— its effects in kinkcough 
obſervations on its preparations 


Henry, Thomas, experiments on magneſia, &c. 

Hernia, incarcerated, cured by the operation 

Hewſon, William, his account of the uſe of the ſpleen, 
thymus, and lymphatic glands 

Hill, James, caſes in ſurgery 
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Hulme, Nathaniel, on the puerperal fever 

— ——-— his doctrine of puerperal fever ex- 
amined 

Hunter, John, obſervations on the exfoliation of 
bones 

Hunter, William, remarks on a foetus in the Fallo- 
plan tube 

Hydrops pectoris, obſervations on the diagnoſtics of it 

Hydrothorax, a caſe of it, with the appearances upon 
diſſection 


I 


Infant, new born, breathes with the right lung before 
it does ſo with the left 

Inſects giving root to plants, account of them 

Intercoſtal Iſſues, their uſe in complaints of the thorax 

Itch, an epidemical one, cured by diureſis 

—— Cured by vitriolic acid 
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Ker, James, his account of the preparation of terra 
Japonica 
Kinkcough, hiſtory and cure of it 
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Labours, natural, directions for the management of 
them 


Leake, John, obſervations on the child- bed fever 


Lindhoult, J. on the effects of electricity in the cure 
of diſeaſes 


Linkius, Chriſtianus, on an epidemical itch 
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Lymph returns into the blood by the veins 
Ly mphatics, experiments on 


M 


M*Lurg, James, his experiments on human bile 

Macquer, Mr, his method of diſſolving the caout- 
chouc reſin 

Maclagan, Robert, his account of a recovery after the 
loſs of part of the ſubſtance of the brain 

Magneſia, preparation of it 

its medical properties 

— changes produced on it by calcination 

calcin'd, experiments for aſcertaining its 
ſolvent powers 

Malignity, methods of counteracting it 

Mancheſter, accurate enumeration of the people there 

Manget, Dr, caſes on different ſubjects 

Marine acid, its effects on the bile 

Matlock waters, obſervations on them 

Meckel, Frederick, experiments on the Iymphatics 

Membrana decidua, found in the uterus, when there 
was no foetus there 

Menghini, Vincent, obſervations on the influence of 
water as diſſolving human calculi 

Miliary fever deſcribed 

— cure of 

— — method of preventing it 

Milk, obſervations concerning it 

—— return into the blood by the veins 

— its analogy to bile 

— fever, cure of it 
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Neck, the third vertebra of it fractured by a fall 

Night-ſhade, deadly, its uſe in diſcuſſing a tumour at 
the anus 

Nitrous acid, its effects on the bile 
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Oculi cancrorum, uſed in the cure of fluor albus 
Odhelius, J. obſervations on the effects of broom- 
aſhes in dropſy 

——=— on the uſe of ſtramonium 

Opiates, their effects in internal hæmorrhages 


Opium, taken in amazing quantities for the cure of 
tetanus 


Orchus root, its culture and uſe 
Os brachii, method of reducing it when diſlocated 
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Pain from cauſtics, means of abating it 

Parr, Bartholomew, on warm bathing 

Paſſions, their influence on the biliary ſecretion, ex- 
-plained 

Percival, Thomas, experimental eſſays 

obſervations on the effects of 
fixed air in putrid fevers 

Peruvian bark, obſervations concerning it 

1ts uſe in ſcarlet fever 

its ule in puerperal fever 

Phlogiſton of the bile, its effect on acids 

Pills, operating by ſtool and urine in the cure of leu- 
cophlegmatia 

Plague, obſervations on it 1 
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Plants, examination of the queſtion concerning the 
ceneration of new ſpecies 

Portal, obſervations on the action of the lungs on 
the aorta 

Practice of phyſic, elements of it 

Pregnancy, method of preventing diſorders peculiarly 
incident to it 

Puerperal fever, eſſay on it 

account of it 

— method of cure 

Putrid fever, advantages of fixed air injected into the 
inteſtines 

Putrefaction, experiments on it 


Q 


Quick-lime, its ſolvent powers in different quantities 
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Rickets, obſervations concerning them 

Rueff, Joannes, on the hydrops pectoris 

Ruſh, Benjamin, his account of the effects of ſtramo- 
nium 

1 ——.—— his account of the efficacy of a ſyrup, 


prepared from the tops of the cabbage-tree, in 
the cure of worms 


| 8 
Salep, method of preparing it 
—— = 1ts uſe in diet and medicine 
Sarco-hydrocgle, hiſtories of 
Icarlet fever, obſervations concerning it 
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Plancus, Janus, his obſervations on urine with a pecu- 
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Schele, Mr, his analyſis of cream of tartar 

Sea ſalt, cauſe why it promotes putrefaction 

Semen, abſorption of it, from the veſiculae ſeminales 

Sibbens, account of 

Simſon, Thomas, account of bile diſcharged from 
the lungs 

Sloughing, account of it 

Small-pox, means of preventing malignity in them 

Small-pox, thetr progreſs ſtopt by meaſles 

Spallanzani, obſervations on the action of the heart 

Spleen, its uſe 

Steatomatous tumour, an extraordinary one deſcribed 

Stolle, Georgius, on the farco-hydrocele 

Stone in the bladder, methods of removing it by 
operation, both in men and women 

Strack, Carolus, on the colica pictonum 

Stramonium, effects from the ſeeds of it 

Synovial glands, method of treating contuſions of 


P 


Tacconius Cajetanus, obſervations concerning the 
rickets 


Terra Japonica, obtained from a ſpecies of the mimoſa 

Tetanus cured by opium 

Thermometers, obſervations on 

Tubes employed as barometers, the eſſects of their 
different diameters 

Tumours diſcuſſed by the external application of bel- 
ladona | 


———— obſervations concerning them 


——— an uncommon one on the thigh ſucceſsfully 


enxtirpated 
Thymus, its uſe 
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Urine depoſiting a blue ſediment 
Urine ſuppreſſed from a compreſſion of the neck of 
the bladder | 


Uterus enlarged from a foetus in the Fallopian tube 


V 
Vitriolic acid, its uſe in the cure of the itch 


v 


Warm bathing, obſervations on it 

Waters, their influence in diſſolving human calculi 

White, Charles, on the diſeaſes of pregnant women. 

White, Mr, his ſolvent for biliary calculi 

Worms cured by a ſyrup prepared from the cabbage- 
tree 


2 
Zinc, flowers of, their uſe in medicine 


> how — uſed with advantage in epilepſy 
* —— their effects in a caſe of hyſteria 
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